
 

 

“The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone. 

This is the Lord’s doing; 
it is marvelous in our eyes.” Psalm 118:22-23 

 
Have you ever felt rejected? My sophomore year of high school, I was left off of the roster for 
the state championship football game. I had worked hard all season but the coach decided to field 
an upperclassman in my place. The feeling of rejection crushed me.  
 
Psalm 118 is a comforting reminder that God’s love is secure and that He will hold you fast, 
even in the face of the worst rejection. Verses 22 and 23 tell of builders rejecting a very 
important part of the construction process — the cornerstone. In ancient times, the cornerstone 
was essential because it united the different aspects of a structure and held it together. (Picture 
the outer piece of a Jenga tower, where if you take that piece away then the whole tower falls 
apart.)   
 
This picture foreshadows something beyond bad construction practice. Jesus would be the stone 
the builders reject. Throughout his life he would experience rejection from the people he came to 
save. During his earthly ministry, Jesus would identify himself as the cornerstone of His church 
(Matt. 21:42; Eph. 2:19-22), the singular piece that would hold everything else together.  
 
Just as Psalm 118:23 foretells, “This is the Lord’s doing.” God promised to save his people from 
the sickness of sin (Gen. 3:15). And salvation came through the life, death, and victorious 
resurrection of Jesus. God raised Jesus, replacing sadness with joy and defeating sin and 
death. The Christmas season reminds us that God always keeps His promises. The salvation 
purchased by Jesus offers rest for the weary and acceptance for the rejected, but that isn’t what 
we often experience is it?  
 
This season can be exhausting. For me, it always began with final exams which led into 
Christmas parties and ended with a dose of family drama. Often, our expectations are 
disappointed. Maybe that friend doesn’t show up to your party. Or your grades are lower than 
expected. I learned that where exhaustion and misplaced-expectations existed, rejection lurked 
close by. Perhaps you can relate? 
 
If you relate, then hear the promise of the gospel held out in Psalm 118. The good news of Jesus 
is that the true cornerstone was rejected so that you would never be rejected. In Christ, God 
brings you near so that you can rejoice in His victory song. Jesus holds all things together. You 
don’t have to.  
 
The remedy to rejection is the gospel. This season reminds us to marvel at God’s plan for 
salvation, which meant sending the Savior as a baby, to live and die so that you could become a 
son or daughter of the King of Heaven. Because of Jesus you are accepted, loved, and adopted in 
to God’s family. When Jesus is the cornerstone, you are secure and brought near. You don’t have 
to have it all together, and you can rest in God's love, knowing that He will hold you fast.  
 
 



 

 

 
Questions for Reflection 
 

1. Have you ever felt rejected? How did it make you feel? 
2. How does Jesus as the cornerstone, who was rejected in your place, offer you rest? 
3. Is there anything in your life that you need to hand over to Jesus? 

 
Closing Prayer 
 
Father, we thank you for the salvation You purchased for me in Jesus. Remind me, Holy Spirit, 
that when I feel alone that You are near and that I don’t have to hold everything together 
because Jesus holds me fast.  
 
 


