
The Promise of Being “Too Little” 

 
 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

 whose coming forth is from of old, 
 from ancient days. (Micah 5:2) 

 

The prophet Micah shares a very unique prophecy which holds a very unique promise. Read the above 
scripture again and see if you can find it… 

Anything (more specifically, any place) sound familiar?  

This is the first time we hear that our King Jesus, “ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from old,” will be 
born in Bethlehem specifically.  

This is big news! The hearers at the time would remember that their beloved King David was also from 
Bethlehem, a clan that was “too little” to have anything good come from it. And they were being told 
that King David was only a small foretaste of the greater King to come, Jesus the Messiah.  

It is mind-boggling to sit and think through all the details God had to orchestrate to ensure Jesus’ birth in 
this “too little” town of Bethlehem. Chapter 2 of the gospel of Luke gives us a brief description of why 
Jesus’ earthly parents, Joseph and Mary – who were living in Nazareth at the time – traveled to 
Bethlehem nearing the time of his birth. The leader of the world, Caesar Augustus, wanted a census (so 
he could tax everyone and make lots of money). So he required everyone to go back to where their 
family began. For Joseph, that meant returning to Bethlehem with his very pregnant wife, Mary. In order 
to make Micah’s prophecy true, God orchestrated Caesar’s desire to hold a census, and even the time of 
year the census would be held, so that Mary would be ready to give birth.  

But why does this matter to you and me?  

Remember, the prophet Micah called Bethlehem “too little.” Which is another way of saying that 
nothing good comes from Bethlehem, especially not a great King. And yet, what Micah’s prophecy tells 
us is that God can make something great come from something not good enough.  

Ours is the kind of God that makes promises to you that are seemingly impossible. And Micah points us 
to three “only God can do this” promises. Use these as reminders for you this Christmas season: 

1. God orchestrates the details of our lives to get us exactly where we need to be for his plan to unfold 
perfectly. It is never up to us to make God’s plan work out to bring him glory.  
2. God has authoritative power over everything in the universe, including what happens here on Earth 
and in your life. God promises to use that power to make sure you are in the place you need to be to 
receive all of the gifts and blessings he has for you.  
3. God uses things and people that everyone else would consider “too little” or “not enough” or “too 
much” or “too imperfect”, etc. to bring his plan for his glory and your future to life.  



God used Micah’s prophecy to promise us this: You are not too much or, like Bethlehem, “too little” to 
know and experience the Kingdom of God ruling in your life. May this Christmas season remind you of 
that truest of truths.  

For further reflection: 
1. When you think of someone being “too little,” what imagery pops in your mind? A small child? A 
physically weak person? Is there a positive or negative feeling associated with this imagery? Why do you 
think that is? 
2. Like we said before, our God is one who makes great things out of not enough, and big things out of 
too little. If you consider yourself or your life “too little,” how would the perception of your life change if 
you started noticing or at least believing that God was doing big things with you and your life?  
3. We can often see God moving in our friend or family member’s life before we can see it in our own. Is 
there someone in your life who might be able to show you the ways God is using your “too little” life to 
do big things in and for his Kingdom? Write their name down and start seeking out ways to talk to them 
about it!  

Pray this prayer: 
Father, I give you praise for how you work in and outside of my life and my concept of time to do your 
work for your glory and for my good. Would you give me a heart that is open to seeing the ways you are 
working in my life. Would you remind me that I am not “too little” or “too anything” for you? Holy Spirit, 
remind me that I have been orchestrated to be who I am, where I am, for the ultimate plan of God to 
bring restoration to the world. 

  

 

 


