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SOLA  SCRIPTURA 
"All I need is my Bible..."



 ּבְֵראשִׁ֖ית ּבָָר֣א אֱֹלהִ֑ים אֵ֥ת הַשָּׁמַ֖יִם וְאֵ֥ת הָאֶָֽרץ׃ 
 וְהָאֶָ֗רץ הָיְתָ֥ה תֹ֙הּו֙ וָבֹ֔הּו וְחֹ֖שְֶׁ עַל־ּפְנֵ֣י תְהֹ֑ום 

 וְרּ֣וחַ אֱֹלהִ֔ים מְַרחֶ֖פֶת עַל־ּפְנֵ֥י הַּמָּיִם׃
 וַּיֹּאמֶר אֱֹלהִ֖ים יְהִ֣י אֹ֑ור וַֽיְהִי־אֹֽור׃ 

 וַיְַּ֧רא אֱֹלהִ֛ים אֶת־הָאֹ֖ור ּכִי־טֹ֑וב וַיַּבְֵדּ֣ל אֱֹלהִ֔ים 
 ּבֵּין הָאֹ֖ור ּובֵ֥ין הַחֹֽשְֶׁ׃

 וַיְִּקָר֨א אֱֹלהִ֤ים׀ לָאֹור֙ יֹ֔ום וְלַחֹ֖שְֶׁ ָקָ֣רא לָ֑יְלָה 
 וַֽיְהִי־עֶֶ֥רב וַֽיְהִי־בֶֹ֖קר יֹ֥ום אֶחָֽד׃ פ

 וַּיֹּאמֶר אֱֹלהִ֔ים יְהִ֥י ָרִק֖יעַ ּבְתֹ֣וְ הַּמָּיִם וִיהִ֣י 
מַבְִדּ֔יל ּבֵּין מַ֖יִם לָמָֽיִם׃



7.1 Οὗτος γὰρ ὁ Μελχισέδεκ, βασιλεὺς Σαλήμ, ἱερεὺς 
τοῦ θεοῦ τοῦ ὑψίστου, ⸀ὁ συναντήσας Ἀβραὰμ 
ὑποστρέφοντι ἀπὸ τῆς κοπῆς τῶν βασιλέων καὶ 
εὐλογήσας αὐτόν, 2 ᾧ καὶ δεκάτην ἀπὸ πάντων ἐμέρισεν 
Ἀβραάμ, πρῶτον μὲν ἑρμηνευόμενος βασιλεὺς 
δικαιοσύνης ἔπειτα δὲ καὶ βασιλεὺς Σαλήμ, ὅ ἐστιν 
βασιλεὺς εἰρήνης, 3 ἀπάτωρ, ἀμήτωρ, ἀγενεαλόγητος, 
μήτε ἀρχὴν ἡμερῶν μήτε ζωῆς τέλος ἔχων , 
ἀφωμοιωμένος δὲ τῷ υἱῷ τοῦ θεοῦ, μένει ἱερεὺς εἰς τὸ 
διηνεκές.
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CULTURAL 
CONTEXT IS KEY

Actions are more 
informative than words



THE APOSTLES STILL SUBMITTED TO THE JERUSALEM TEMPLE AND PRIESTHOOD
Acts 21:15-26  (~57AD/CE)



“ And when [James and the elders] heard it they began glorifying God; 
and they said to him, “You see, brother, how many thousands there are 
among the Jews of those who have believed, and they are all zealous for the Law; 
and they have been told about you, that you are teaching all the Jews who are 
among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children 
nor to walk according to the customs. 

“What, then, is to be done? They will certainly hear that you have come. 
Therefore do this that we tell you. We have four men who are under a 
vow; take them and purify yourself along with them, and pay their 
expenses so that they may shave their heads; and all will know that 
there is nothing to the things which they have been told about you, but that you 
yourself also walk orderly, keeping the Law.

-Acts 21:20-24



“Now this is the law of the Nazirite when the days of his separation are 
fulfilled, he shall bring the offering to the doorway of the tent of meeting. He shall present 
his offering to YHWH: one male lamb a year old without defect for a burnt 
offering and one ewe-lamb a year old without defect for a sin offering and one 
ram without defect for a peace offering, and a basket of unleavened cakes of fine 
flour mixed with oil and unleavened wafers spread with oil, along with their grain 
offering and their drink offering. Then the priest shall present them before YHWH 
and shall offer...[all the above]... The Nazirite shall then shave his dedicated 
head of hair at the doorway of the tent of meeting, and take the dedicated hair 
of his head and put it on the fire which is under the sacrifice of peace offerings. 
The priest shall take the ram’s shoulder when it has been boiled, and one 
unleavened cake out of the basket and one unleavened wafer, and shall put them 
on the hands of the Nazirite after he has shaved his dedicated hair. Then the priest 
shall wave them for a wave offering before YHWH. It is holy for the priest, 
together with the breast offered by waving and the thigh offered by lifting up; and 
afterward the Nazirite may drink wine.’ -Numbers 6:13-20





MELCHIZEDEK IN GENESIS 14

➤Context of the text (14:16) 
➤First Biblical record of freeing prisoners 

ֶדק ➤  ַמְלִּכי־ֶצ֫
➤“king of Salem” 
➤“priest of El Elyon” 
➤“He gave him a tenth of all”



MELCHIZEDEK IN PSALMS 110

➤ A Psalm to David or a Psalm of David 
➤ “sit at My right hand” 
➤ YHWH has sworn an oath 
➤ “You are a priest forever according to My decree, oh Melchizedek” 
➤ י  ְבָרִת֗  ִּד֝

➤ Gen 28:15, 1 Sam 3:12 Jer 36:31, and many more 
➤ 81 of 82 occurrences translated as “told”, “promised”, “declared”, 

“pronounced”, “spoken”, or “told”. Only once is it translated “order of”



PSALMS 110:4 LXX

➤ὤμοσεν κύριος καὶ οὐ μεταμεληθήσεται Σὺ εἶ ἱερεὺς εἰς 
τὸν αἰῶνα κατὰ τὴν τάξιν Μελχισεδεκ 

➤ τάξις - an arrangement in which someone or someth. functions, arrangement, 
nature, manner, condition, outward aspect…in this way that Hb understood Ps 
109:4b, which the author interprets to mean that Jesus was a high priest κατὰ τὴν 
τάξιν Μελχισέδεκ according to the nature of = just like Melchizedek i.e. like the 
type of arrangement made for the functioning of M.: 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:11a, 17, 21 v.l. 
In any case the reference is not only to the higher ‘rank’, but also to the entirely 
different nature of Melchizedek’s priesthood as compared w. that of Aaron 7:11b. 

➤ BDAG - William Arndt, Frederick W. Danker, and Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 
Testament and Other Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 989.



Taxonomy of Animals





MELCHIZEDEK IN SECOND TEMPLE PERIOD LITERATURE

➤ Genesis Apocrypon, Philo, and Josephus all focus upon the hospitality that Melchizedek 
provides Abram and add in that he also brought this food and drink to Abram’s men. 

➤ Josephus 

➤ Melchizedek was the king of Jerusalem, the leader of the Canaanites, and the first 
to serve as priest before God. 

➤ Philo, the Apostolic Constitutions, and Targum Neophyti all state that Melchizedek was a 
high priest. 

➤ 11Q13 Melchizedek and 4Q401 Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice portray Melchizedek as an 
angelic being. 

➤ Melchizedek as Shem: Seder Olam, Targum Neophyti, Abot de R. Natan, Ephraem, 
Commentary on Gen 11:2, Jerome, Questions on Genesis.



MELCHIZEDEK LATER ON…

The Letter’s notion of Melchizedek as a primeval, immortal being, 
coeternal with the Son of God, gave rise to various heterodox opinions 
in the early Christian Church; and there even arose a sect of 
Melchizedekians who regarded Melchizedek as equal or superior 
to Christ; but by the 5th century a.d. the Church stopped such 
speculations and no longer occupied itself with the mysterious figure of 
Melchizedek



MELCHIZEDEK LATER ON…

➤ The supposed 'Book of Jasher' claims he was Shem. 

➤ Sefer haYashar is a Jewish midrash from 1552 with the same title as the book 
mentioned in Joshua and 2 Samuel, but it is not the original text. 

➤ It was supported by Kabbalists but is clearly a forgery as it uses medieval names 
for countries such as Franza for France and Lumbardi in Italia for Lombardy. 

➤ The author of Hebrews does not believe he was Shem: “Without father, 
without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor 
end of life” (Heb 7:3)



OVERVIEW OF QUMRAN COMMUNITY
Judean Desert Dwellers



WHO WERE THE QUMRANITES

➤Community located at the Dead Sea from ~175BCE until 
~70CE 

➤Possibly the "Essenes" mentioned by Josephus and the 
Roman author Pliny. 

➤Many members were part of the disenfranchised Zadokite 
priestly lineage. 

➤Reclusive and exclusive desert community, few if any women. 
➤Referred to themselves as the Yachad; the unity.



WHO WERE THE QUMRANITES

➤Considered themselves to be under the New Covenant 
of Jeremiah. 

➤Rejected the Jerusalem Temple and priesthood but 
desired a pure Temple. 

➤Considered the community to be the Temple of God. 
➤Early Messianic thought; Messiahs of Aaron and 

Israel.



QUMRAN AND APOCALYPTIC THOUGHT

➤ Dualism 

➤ Angels and Demons 

➤ Interaction between unseen realm and 
physical world. 

➤ 2 Kings 6:15-19 

➤ Final battle through a proxy 

➤ Immanent end resulting in radical 
change 

➤ Postmortem rewards/punishment 

➤ Determined history; repentance cannot 
change the future



11QMELCHIZEDEK  

IS NOT SCRIPTURE
It simply helps us understand the 
culture our Bibles were written in



11QMELCHIZEDEK FROM QUMRAN

2[…] And concerning what Scripture says, “In [this] year 
of jubilee [you shall return, every one of you, to your 
property” (Lev. 25:13) and what is also written, “And this] 3 
is the [ma]nner of [the remission:] every creditor shall 
remit the claim that is held [against a neighbor, not exacting 
it of a neighbor who is a member of the community, because 
Elohim’s] remission [has been proclaimed” (Deut. 15:2):]



11QMELCHIZEDEK FROM QUMRAN

4 [the interpretation] is that it applies [to the L]ast 
Days and concerns the captives, just as [Isaiah said: “To 
proclaim the jubilee to the captives” (Isa. 61:1).…] and 
5 whose teachers have been hidden and kept secr[et], even 
from the inheritance of Melchizedek, f[or …] and they are 
the inherit[ance of Melchize]dek, who 6 will return them 
to what is rightfully theirs. He will proclaim to them the 
jubilee, thereby releasing th[em from the debt of a]ll 
their sins.



11QMELCHIZEDEK FROM QUMRAN

This word [will thus co]me 7 in the first week of the jubilee 
period that follows ni[ne j]ubilee periods. Then the “D[ay 
of Atone]ment” shall follow at the e[nd of] the tenth 
[ju]bilee period, 8 when he shall atone for all the Sons of 
[Light] and the peopl[e who are pre]destined to 
Mel[chi]zedek. […] upo[n the]m […] 



11QMELCHIZEDEK FROM QUMRAN

For 9 this is the time decreed for “the year of 
Melchiz[edek]’s favor” (Isa. 61:2, modified) and for [his] 
hos[ts, together] with the holy ones of Elohim, for a 
kingdom of judgment, just as it is written 10 concerning 
him in the Songs of David, “Elohim has taken his place in 
the coun[cil of elohim;] in the midst of the elohim he holds 
judgment” (Ps. 82:1). Scripture also s[ays] about him, 
“Over [it] 11 take your seat in the highest heaven; Elohim 
will judge the peoples” (Ps. 7:7–8).



11QMELCHIZEDEK FROM QUMRAN

Concerning what scripture s[ays, “How long will y]ou judge 
unjustly, and sh[ow] partiality to the wick[e]d? [S]el[ah” (Ps. 
82:2),] 12 the interpretation applies to Belial and the spirits 
predestined to him, becau[se all of them have rebe]lled, 
turn[ing] from Elohim’s precepts [and so becoming utterly 
wicked.] 13 Therefore Melchizedek will thoroughly 
prosecute the vengeance required by Elohi[m’s] statutes. 
[In that day he will de]liv[er them from the power] of Belial, 
and from the power of all the sp[irits predestined to him.] 



11QMELCHIZEDEK FROM QUMRAN

14 Allied with him will be all the [“righteous] divine 
beings” (Isa. 61:3). [Th]is is that wh[ich … al]l the divine 
beings. This vi[sitation] 15 is the Day of [Salvation] that 
He has decreed [… through Isai]ah the prophet [concerning 
all the captives,] inasmuch as Scripture sa[ys, “How] 
beautiful 16 upon the mountains are the fee[t of] the 
messeng[er] who [an]nounces peace, who brings 
[good] news, [who announces salvat]ion, who [sa]ys to 
Zion, ‘Your [E]lohim [reigns’ ” (Isa. 52:7).]



11QMELCHIZEDEK FROM QUMRAN

17 This scripture’s interpretation: “the mountains” [are] 
the prophet[s,] they w[ho were sent to proclaim God’s truth 
and to] proph[esy] to all I[srael.] 18 And “the messenger” 
is the Anointed of the Spir[it,] of whom Dan[iel] spoke, 
[“After the sixty-two weeks, an Anointed One shall be 
cut off” (Dan. 9:26). The “messenger who brings] 



11QMELCHIZEDEK FROM QUMRAN

19 good news, who announ[ces salvation”] is the one of 
whom it is wri[tt]en, [“to proclaim the year of YHWH’s 
favor, the day of vengeance of our Elohim;] 20 to 
comfo[rt all who mourn” (Isa. 61:2). This scripture’s 
interpretation:] he is to inst[r]uct them about all the 
periods of history for eter[nity … and in the statutes of] 
21 [the] truth. […] 22[… dominion] that passes from Belial 
and ret[urns to the Sons of Light …] 



11QMELCHIZEDEK FROM QUMRAN

23[…] by the judgment of Elohim, just as it is written concerning 
him, [“who says to Zi]on ‘Your Elohim reigns’ ” (Isa. 52:7). [“Zi]on” 
is 24 [the congregation of all the sons of righteousness, who] uphold 
the covenant and turn from walking [in the way] of the people. “Your 
E[lo]him” is 25 [Melchizedek, who will del]iv[er them from the 
po]wer of Belial. 
Concerning what Scripture says, “Then you shall have the trumpet 
[sounded loud in] all the land [of …” (Lev. 25:9, modified).] 

 Michael O. Wise, Martin G. Abegg Jr., and Edward M. Cook, The Dead Sea Scrolls: A New Translation (New York: HarperOne, 2005), 593. 
(Modified)



11QMELCHIZEDEK ANALYSIS

➤ Melchizedek substituted for “YHWH” in quote of Isa 61:2 

➤ Melchizedek is attributed to being Elohim in Ps 7:7-8, 82:1, and Isa 52:7 

➤ Contemporary Jewish sources and Yeshua himself pointed out that elohim is not 
always a reference to the Father YHWH. 

➤ However, the verses chosen are used to speak of God. 

➤ Melchizedek as the agent of God comes “in His name”. 

➤ Visions of Amram (4Q544) 

➤ Villian is given three names, “Belial, Prince of Darkness , and Melchi-Resha” 

➤ Reconstruction of good guy’s three names, “Michael, Prince of Light, and 
Melchizedek”



11QMELCHIZEDEK ANALYSIS

➤ Lines 23-25 equate Melchizedek with God in Isaiah 52:7, “Your God reigns,” which 
would indicate a belief that Melchizedek will reign as God’s regent king upon earth 
after defeating Belial. 

➤ This is similar to the role of the messianic David. 

➤ In 1QS The Rule of the Community (important document to Qumranites) 

➤ The Qumran community’s messianic expectations included an eschatological 
prophet (the Teacher of Righteousness) and two other figures, ‘the messiahs of 
Aaron and Israel’, which are understood as a royal messiah and a priestly messiah 

➤ In Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice, priority is given to the priestly messiah. 

➤ In 11QMelch, Melchizedek makes atonement for the Sons of Light on the Day of 
Atonement, the role of the high priest.



11QMELCHIZEDEK ANALYSIS

➤ Melchizedek enacts an eschatological Jubilee to “release [his people] from their sins” 

➤ The Jubilee legislation (Lev 25) 

➤ Sabbatical year every 7th year -> land lies fallow 

➤ 11QMelch quotes Deut 15:2.  This text uses ἀφέσεως/ἄφεσις 

➤ Seven sabbath’s of years (49) sound the shofar on Yom Kippur 

➤ 50th year is consecrated, you shall proclaim liberty (LXX: ἄφεσιν) 

➤ The LXX also translates Azazel as ἄφεσιν. 

➤ Everyone returns to his own property and his own family (release of property & 
persons) 

➤ Socio-economic reenactment of Yom Kippur’s release of sins.



JUBILEE PARALLEL IN THE ANCIENT NEAR EAST

➤ The Biblical Jubilee laws were analogous to the royal proclamations of the Sumerian 
andurarum, “freedom”, or Akkadian misharum, “justice”, that are attested to as early 
as mid-third millennium BCE in Mesopotamia and continued to be practiced 
throughout the ancient Near East into the Greco-Roman era. 

➤ Also know as “establishing righteousness and justice” and “establishing 
liberty”. 

➤ Established upon a new king’s ascension to the throne 

➤ David: 2 Samuel 8:15; Solomon: 1 Kings 10:9. 

➤ Entailed liberation of slaves and prisoners, restoration of land to original 
owners, release of debts, rectification of economic injustices, restoration 
of temples, and punishment of the oppressors.



11QMELCHIZEDEK AND ISAIAH 61:1-2

➤ It is noted that all the various Scriptural citation in 11QMelchizedek are commented 
upon by means of Isaiah 61:1-2. 

The Spirit of Adonai YHWH is upon me, 
Because YHWH has anointed me 

To bring good news to the afflicted; 
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

To proclaim liberty (LXX: ἄφεσιν) to captives 
And freedom to prisoners; 

To proclaim the favorable year of the Lord 
And the day of vengeance of our God; 

To comfort all who mourn,



SUMMARY OF 11QMELCHIZEDEK

➤ Melchizedek is a heavenly messenger of God who is given the title elohim and who is 
the enactor of God’s eschatological Jubilee; he acts in both a kingly role and a 
priestly role 

➤ The eschatological Jubilee is connected to Yom Kippur and thus includes the release 
from sins as well as a socio-economic release. 

➤ This parallels the ANE institution of righteousness and justice which was enacted by 
a king upon his ascension to the throne. 

➤ The author comments on the Jubilee through Isaiah 61:1-2 

➤ While not written in Greek, the text quoted are connected by the Greek word ἄφεσις



TO THE HEBREWS
This is Scripture!



“[Let’s attempt the following experiment]: 
Forget that there ever was such a thing as Christianity, 
let alone Christianity as a predominantly Gentile 
movement. Now reread Hebrews with this renewed 
absence of knowledge. Is there anything that would lead 
one to conclude that the author of this homily is 
anything other than a Jew (albeit a messianic one) 
weighing in on a controversy within his own religion?

-Richard B. Hays 
“‘Here We Have No Lasting City’: New Covenantalism in Hebrews,” in The Epistle to the Hebrews and Christian Theology, ed. 

Richard Bauckham et al. (Grand Rapids, MI; Cambridge, U.K.: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2009), 153



BACKGROUND OF HEBREWS

➤ The only NT book to present Yeshua as a priest. 

➤ Letter states it was sent from Italy, destination is unknown 

➤ Written in “exquisite Greek”, quotes are from the LXX but vocabulary is not limited to 
the LXX 

➤ Title “to the Hebrews” is a late 2nd to early 3rd century addition, most likely because 
the copyist couldn’t imagine Gentile converts being interested in ritual matters of Torah. 

➤ Written between mid-50’s CE and 96CE (upper limit due to Clement quote) 

➤ Assumes continued operation of Levitical priesthood. 

➤ High level of distress due to corruption of the office of high priest. 

➤ Hebrews 10:26 “no longer remains a sacrifice…”



70AD66AD55AD 90AD

Clement quotes 
Hebrews

Destruction of Temple

Start of Jewish revolt

Earliest possible date

The Temple was a sign of God’s favor upon His people 

Its destruction would have a major psychological impact that 
would cause people to question their faith

Date of Composition



WHO WAS THE AUDIENCE

➤ Many commentators used to assume it was written to a “Jewish-Christian” audience 
who is in danger of “reverting back to Judaism” 

➤ This is now acknowledged as being faulty because it ignores the situation 
described in the letter. 

➤ Never a specific warning against returning to Judaism, only against reject 
Messiah. One would have to assume that the two are incompatible. 

➤ Not a return to Temple worship, but relaying a privileged position in the history 
of God’s interaction with humanity because of Messiah. 

➤ The terms “Jew," “Gentile," and “Christian” are not found in the letter. 

➤ (3:12, 6:1, 9:14) indicate a former life in paganism, not Judaism.



WHO WAS THE AUDIENCE

➤ Yeshua-group believers continued to meet in the Temple, continued to keep the 
feasts (Acts 20:16), and continued to participate in rituals including animal sacrifices 
(Acts 21:15-26). 

➤ Yeshua-group believers continued to participate in the Temple tax (Matt 17:24-27). 

➤ The author of Hebrews focuses upon the Tabernacle and its regulations rather than 
the Temple. This fits a Diaspora setting. 

➤ Quotations from the Septuagint 

➤ Sent from Italy



T R A V E L T O 
JERUSALEM WOULD 
BE RARE IN THE 
DIASPORA



➤ The author considers his audience has believed in Yeshua as the Messiah for some 
time (Hebrews 6:1-3) and is very familiar with Scriptures. 

➤ Early Gentile converts were actually “God-fearers” 

➤ Diaspora living only participated in Temple services through the payment of the half-
shekel Temple tax which payed for the Tamid offerings and for the Yom Kippur ritual. 

➤ Mishnaic evidence suggests that there was common belief that the Yom Kippur 
ritual stopped being accepted by God ~40 years before the destruction of the Temple

WHO WAS THE AUDIENCE



DOES HEBREWS TEACH AGAINST THE SACRIFICES?

➤ This would be in direct conflict with the apostles’ belief in Acts 21. 

➤ Verses supposedly against the sacrificial system 

➤ 10:1-4, 11 

➤ Verses that provide proper context 

➤ 1:3 

➤ 9:9, 13-14, 23 

➤ 10:22



THE PROBLEM IN HEBREWS

➤ Possible problems: 

➤ Impending destruction of the Temple 

➤ Destruction of the Temple 

➤ Corrupt high priesthood 

➤ Rejection of Temple tax given by God-fearers 

➤ Hebrews 9:9 - The issue with the earthly Tabernacle/Temple is that it cannot make 
the worshiper perfect in conscience. Cf 9:14, 10:1-2, 10:22. 

➤ The author is not rejecting the earthly, simply showing the additional need for the 
greater heavenly Tabernacle.



HEBREWS AND YOM KIPPUR

➤ Hebrews 2:17  Therefore, [Yeshua] had to be made like His brethren in all things, 
so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to 
God, to make atonement for the sins of the people. 

➤ Yom Kippur language 

➤ Hebrews 2:14-15  Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He 
Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render 
powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and might free 
those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives. 

➤ Jubilee language



HEBREWS AND YOM KIPPUR

➤ Hebrews 9:1-10 - Description has an article in the Tabernacle out of place, unless 
it’s a mistranslation! 

➤ Hebrews 9:11-12 - Description of high priest’s duties on Yom Kippur 

➤ Hebrews 9:15-20 - Necessity of death to procure blood for inauguration of a new 
covenant. Yom Kippur ritual is necessary. Death and God’s resurrection gives Yeshua 
the legal right to the throne; the regent for YHWH (Heb 1:3, Rom 1:4, Phil 2:8-10).

Hebrews 9:22 

And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and 
without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.

Did the author of Hebrews forget that there are a myriad of examples of people 
being forgiven without blood?



HEBREWS AND YOM KIPPUR

Hebrews 9:22 

And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and 
without shedding of blood there is no ἄφεσις. 

➤ ἄφεσις is the word which connected Isaiah 61:1-2, Leviticus 16, 25, 27, and 
Deuteronomy 15… 

➤ In the LXX it is connected with Yom Kippur, the Sabbatical year, and the Jubilee year 
as well as the eschatological Jubilee of Isaiah 61:1-2 

➤ We see that the Qumran writer of 11QMelchizedek recognized this connection.



HEBREWS IS THE ONLY BOOK IN 
THE APOSTOLIC SCRIPTURE TO 

DEPICT YESHUA AS A HIGH PRIEST

BUT HOW CAN YESHUA BE 
BOTH KING AND PRIEST?



YESHUA AS KING AND PRIEST

Hebrews 5:5-6  So also Messiah did not glorify Himself so as to become a high 
priest, but [YHWH] who said to Him, 

“You are My Son, Today I have begotten You”; 

just as He says also in another passage, 

“You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

Hebrews 7:21-22  for they indeed became priests without an oath, but He with an 
oath through the One who said to Him, 

“The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind, ‘You are a priest forever’ ” 

so much the more also Yeshua has become the guarantee of a better covenant.



HOW CAN YESHUA BE BOTH KING AND PRIEST?

Hebrews 7:1-7  For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God…to 
whom Abraham gave a tithe…without father, without mother, without genealogy, 
having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, he 
remains a priest perpetually…the sons of Levi who receive the priest’s office have 
commandment in the Law to collect a tithe…But the one whose genealogy is not 
traced from them collected a tithe from Abraham [thus Levi paid tithes through 
Abraham to Melchizedek (Heb 7:9-10)]

There was already a legal precedent in Torah for a king-priest!!!

Hebrews 8:4  Now if He were on earth, He would not be a priest at all, since there are those 
who offer the gifts according to the Law;



CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

➤ In the Book of Hebrews, Yeshua is NOT Melchizedek. Melchizedek prefigured 
Yeshua as a Divinely approved king-priest. 

➤ There is no “order of Melchizedek” priesthood, Yeshua’s priesthood is in the 
similitude of Melchizedek’s in that they attained it not by a genealogy, but by an 
oath sworn by God. Yeshua is a Royal High Priest in the heavenly realm. 

➤ Both Yeshua and Melchizedek of 11QMelchizedek are understood as the royal 
messenger of Isaiah 61:1-2 who enacts a Jubilee from sins. Hebrews focuses its 
language upon Yom Kippur while 11QMelchizedek focuses upon Jubilee but both 
institutions are intertwined in the Hebrew Bible. 

➤ Thus, the study of 11QMelchizedek helps us to better understand the Book of 
Hebrews.



ARE WE MELCHIZEDEK PRIESTS?

➤ No verse in your Bible says this, you have to read this into the text. 

➤ Nowhere does YHWH make an oath that all believers in Yeshua are priests 

➤ Yeshua’s priesthood is not based upon the law of physical requirements, but 
according to the power of an indestructible life (Heb 7:16). 

➤ How many of you have been bodily raised from the dead? 

➤ Yeshua’s priesthood is only functional in the heavenly realm (Heb 8:4) 

➤ There is not one recorded instance of the believers in the first century attempting to 
take control of the Temple. In fact, the book of Acts shows that they submitted to 
the Temple priesthood.



A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD

➤ 1 Peter 2:9 

➤ 1 Peter shows no awareness of the concepts in Hebrews => we can't assume that 
Peter is referring to Hebrews. 

➤ 2 Sam 8:16-18,  2 Sam 20:23-26, 1 Kings 4:2-5 => usage of cohen without 
genealogy to Aaron. Perhaps better translated as a "minister"?  

➤  "Spiritual sacrifices"? 

➤ Isaiah 66 priesthood 

➤ Ezekiel 40-48 & connection to Revelation
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