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Marriage & Divorce according to
Yeshua and Paul



▪ Age of marriage

▪ Levirate marriage 
institution

▪ The economy and bride-
price

▪ Increase in divorced 
women remaining single

▪ Larger dowry in 
anticipation of divorce



▪ Rabbi's vs. Priests

▪ Seat of Mosheh

▪ Rabbinic Court

▪ Pharisees, Sadducees, 
Essenes

▪ Male-only judicial 
proceedings



Talk about using 
Mishnaic literature to 
better understand the 
culture



Mishnah Ketubot 7.6
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Mishnah Ketubot 7.6
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Mishnah Sotah 1 & 6



Mishnah Sotah 6



▪ Work a woman is required 
to perform M. Ketubah 5.5

▪ Requirements for periodic 
conjugal duties M. Ket. 5.6

▪ Ketubah reduction for bad 
behavior M. Ket 5.7



▪ Control of a wife's money 
M. Ket 6.1

▪ No stigma against a 
divorced or widowed 
woman



(Discuss w/o slide)

Most common exegetical rule qol vahomer. An argument
from major to minor (common in all cultures). If this is
true, then this surely must be true. Thus if a slave wife has
these rights, they must also be given to a wife and to a
husband equally.

(Continue Video, but reduce size for next slide)

Legal Grounds for Divorce in 1st Century



Exodus 21:10-11, Genesis 1:28 - Universally accepted by all sects

Legal Grounds for Divorce in 1st Century

▪ Failure to produce a child 
within 10 years

▪ Lack of food

▪ Lack of clothing

▪ Lack of Love - sexual as 
well as prohibition against 
physical abuse



The Great Debate



Discuss the implications of 
Mishnah Gittin in full video

1.The House of Hillel interpreted Deuteronomy 24:1 to allow divorce for 
“any matter”

2.This is because they interpreted it as indecency [or] matter, which they 
concluded must be two different rulings.

1.The House of Shammai interpreted Deuteronomy 24:1 as matter of 
indecency and thus they only allowed for divorce due to adultery

2.However, they did honor “any matter” divorces of Hillelites.

End with: SO WHAT DOES THIS MATTER?



▪ Yeshua spoke the language 
and dialect of the day.

▪ Yeshua's words were 
originally transmitted orally.

▪ How was a rabbi's teachings 
able to be transmitted orally?

▪ Each Gospel was written to a 
different audience, thus the 
different emphasis' in each.



And the Pharisees came to
Him, trying Him, and
saying to Him, “Is it right
for a man to put away his
wife for any reason?”

▪ What would have 
immediately come to mind 
to the 1st Century reader?



And He answering, said to
them, “Did you not read that
He who made them at the
beginning made them male
and female, and said, ‘For this
cause a man shall leave his
father and mother and cleave
to his wife, and the two shall
become one flesh’? “So that
they are no longer two, but
one flesh. Therefore, what
Elohim has joined together,
let man not separate.”

▪ Why did Yeshua answer in this 
manner?

▪ Does this verse negate the possibility 
of divorce?



They said to Him, “Why
then did Mosheh command
to give a certificate of
divorce, and to put her
away?”

▪ Did Mosheh command this?

▪ What additional laws had the 
Rabbis derived from their 
interpretation?



He said to them, “Because
of the hardness of your
hearts, Mosheh allowed you
to put away your wives, but
from the beginning it was
not so. “And I say to you,
whoever puts away his wife,
except on the ground of
whoring, and marries
another, commits adultery.
And whoever marries her
who has been put away
commits adultery.”

▪ Commanded vs. Permitted

▪ What is the context here?

▪ Hillel vs. Shammai: With whom did 
Yeshua side?



His taught ones said to Him,
“If such is the case of the
man with his wife, it is good
not to marry.” And He said to
them, “Not all receive this
word, but only those to
whom it has been given, for
there are eunuchs who were
so born from their mother’s
womb, and there are
eunuchs who were made
eunuchs by men, and there
are eunuchs who have made
themselves eunuchs for the
sake of the reign of the
heavens. He who is able to
receive it, let him receive it.”

▪ Is Yeshua advocating castration?



“And it has been said,
‘Whoever puts away his
wife, let him give her a
certificate of divorce.’ “But I
say to you that whoever
puts away his wife, except
for the matter of whoring,
makes her commit adultery.
And whoever marries a
woman who has been put
away commits adultery.

▪ What is the context of these 
verses?

▪ Is this an absolute prohibition on 
divorce and/or remarriage?



▪ Monogamy -only one partner 
at a time.

▪ Marriage should be lifelong - it 
is not God's will for divorce

▪ Divorce is not compulsory, 
even in cases of adultery

▪ Marriage is not compulsory -> 
infertility is not valid grounds 
for divorce

▪ Divorce for "any matter" is 
invalid, hence subsequent 
remarriage is actually 
committing adultery.



▪ Divorce by desertion

▪ Marriages anticipated divorce

▪ Jewish marriage based on 
bondage to each other, not so 
with Greco-Roman marriage

▪ Effects on early believers

Greco-Roman Culture



And concerning the matters you wrote to me: It is good for a man not to touch
a woman. But because of whoring, let each one have his own wife, and let
each woman have her own husband. Let the husband render to his wife what
is her due, and likewise also the wife to her husband. The wife does not have
authority over her own body, but the husband does. And likewise the husband
does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. Do not deprive
one another except with agreement for a time, to give yourselves to fasting
and prayer. And come together again so that Satan does not try you because
of your lack of self-control. And I say this as a concession, not as a command.
For I wish that all men were even as I myself. But each one has his own gift
from Elohim, one in this way and another in that. And I say to the unmarried
and to the widows: It is good for them if they remain even as I am, but if they
do not have self-control, let them marry, for it is better to marry than to burn.



▪ “it is not good for a man to 
touch a woman”

▪ “authority over the other’s 
body” – Exodus 21:10

▪ Aggadic vs. Halachic

▪ Non-marriage as the doorway 
to sexual sins

1 Corinthians 7:1-9



▪ Probable famine and civil 
unrest

▪ Evidence in verses 25-26

▪ Evidence in verses 32-35

▪ Marriage, children, and food

Why the Aversion to Marriage?



And to the married I command, not I, but the Master: A wife should not
separate from a husband. But if she is indeed separated, let her remain
unmarried or be restored to favour with her husband, and let a husband
not send away a wife. And to the rest I say, not the Master: If any brother
has an unbelieving wife, and she thinks well to live with him, let him not
send her away. And a woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he
thinks well to live with her, let her not send him away. For the unbelieving
husband has been set-apart in the wife, and the unbelieving wife has
been set-apart in the husband. Otherwise your children would be
unclean, but now they are set-apart. And, if the unbelieving one
separates, let him separate himself. A brother or a sister has not been
enslaved in such matters. But Elohim has called us to peace.



1 Corinthians 7:10-15

▪ Variety of terms for “divorce”

▪ “Separate” himself/herself

▪ Attempt at reconciliation

▪ Can believers initiate the 
divorce?

▪ ‘Not bound’

▪ “God has called us to peace”





▪ Overriding the Levirate laws?

▪ Remarriage only to a believer 
in Yeshua

▪ Qol Vahomer – widow’s right to 
remarry

1 Corinthians 7:39-40



Marriage & Divorce according to
Yeshua and Paul
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