
Justice and Righteousness
The Gospel of the Suffering Servant



Justice and the Suffering Servant

“By a perversion of justice he was taken away” - Isa 53:8 

“The Righteous One, my servant, shall justify many” - Isa 53:11
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Isaiah 5:7
For the vineyard of יהוה of hosts is the House of Israel, 

and the people of Judah are His pleasant planting;  
. 

He	  expected	  jus$ce		,)מִשְּׁפָט(    but	  behold	  
bloodshed		;!)מִשְּׂפָח(    	  

righteousness		,)צְָדָקה(    but	  behold	  a	  	  
cry		!)צְעָָקה(    



Psalms 89:14
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; 
Lovingkindness and truth go before You.

Psalms 97:1-2
YHWH reigns, let the earth rejoice Let the many islands be 

glad.  Clouds and thick darkness surround Him;  
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne.



Jeremiah 23:5
“Behold, the days are coming,” declares YHWH, 

“When I will raise up for David a righteous Branch; 

And He will reign as king and act wisely 

And do justice and righteousness in the land. 



Matthew 23:23
“Woe	  to	  you,	  scribes	  and	  Pharisees,	  
hypocrites!	  Because	  you	  :the	  the	  mint	  and	  
the	  anise	  and	  the	  cumin,	  and	  have	  neglected	  
the	  weigh$er	  ma#ers	  of	  the	  Torah:	  	  Jus$ce 
and	  Mercy and	  Faith.	  	  These	  need	  to	  have	  
been	  done,	  without	  neglec:ng	  the	  others.



Genesis 18:19
“For I have chosen him, so that he may 
command his children and his household 
after him to keep the way of YHWH by 
doing righteousness and justice, so 
that YHWH may bring about for Abraham 
what He has promised him.”



How Do We Define Words?
•Lexicon’s	  
•First	  usage	  of	  the	  word	  
•Context	  of	  usage	  
•Analysis	  of	  usages	  
•Legal	  context	  
•Cultural	  context	  
•Comparison	  of	  LXX	  Greek	  
to	  Hebrew

Example:	  	  “Right”	  or	  “Rite”	  or	  “Write”	  

• Correct	  
•Orientation	  with	  respect	  to	  an	  object	  
• Entitlement	  
• Ritual	  action	  
• Right-‐wing	  party	  
• Right	  foot	  forward	  
• Right	  hand	  of	  the	  King	  
• “Right	  to	  bear	  arms”



Establishing Righteousness and Justice
• Cancellation of debts of the state and individuals 

• Liberation of slaves and freeing prisoners 

• Restoration of land and inheritance to original owners 

• Rectification of economic injustice – overpricing, improper 
weights and measures, etc. 

• Establishing laws to protect the less fortunate



Establishing Righteousness and Justice
• Returning exiles to their homeland 

• Restoration of the temple

• Elimination of exploitation

• Elimination or punishment of the exploiters 

• Establishing equality for all people 

• Division of the land to the needy



Terminology for Righteousness and Justice
• Kindness and Mercy 

• Granting of Freedom 

• Establishing Righteousness 

• Establishing liberty 

• Establishing Equity 

• Being “upright”

• A king being referred to as “the 
sun” or references to shining 
forth (Isa 58:8) 

• A king being referred to as a 
“shepherd” 

• Bringing the Good News (Isa 
61:1), (Gal 3:8) 

• The "way" or "path"

logosres:nasb95;ref=BibleNASB95.Is58.6
logosres:nasb95;ref=BibleNASB95.Is61.1
logosres:nasb95;ref=BibleNASB95.Ga3.8


Establishing Justice and Righteousness

Proclamation of freedom/liberty by a royal figure

• Ezra 1:1 

• Isaiah 61:1 (ANE seal requirement, also see Isa 42:1) 

• Mosheh, a prince of Egypt, proclaimed liberty to Israel 

• John the Immerser (Luke 3:3-6)
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Establishing Justice and Righteousness

Signal of coming freedom

• Blowing of the shofar (Lev 25:9-10, Isaiah 27:13, Amidah) 

• Lifting up of the torch as proclamation (Isaiah 62:1) 

• A banner or pole at the gate of the city as an act of permanent 
liberation  (Isa 11:1-5,10-12, 49:22, 62:10)
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Road to Jerusalem



Location of the Crucifixion



Now	  is	  the	  judgment	  of	  this	  world;	  now	  the	  
ruler	  of	  this	  world	  will	  be	  driven	  out.	  	  And	  I,	  
when	   I	   am	   lifted	   up	   from	   the	   earth,	   will	  
draw	  all	  people	  to	  myself	  

John	  12:31-‐32

On	   that	   day	   the	   root	   of	   Jesse	   shall	  
stand	   as	   a	   signal	   to	   the	   peoples;	   the	  
nations	   shall	   inquire	   of	   him,	   and	   his	  
dwelling	  shall	  be	  glorious.	  	  

	   	   Isaiah	  11:10



Matthew 27:46, 50

About the ninth hour Yeshua cried out with a 
loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” 
that is, “My God, My God, why have You 
forsaken Me?”…And Yeshua cried out again 
with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. 



Crying Out
• Abel’s blood cry’s out from the ground - Genesis 4:10 

• Israel cry’s out in their slavery - Exodus 2:23 

• Israel cry’s out at the Sea of Reeds - Exodus 14:10 

• Mosheh cry’s out when there is no water - Exodus 17:4 

• Israel cry’s out in the book of Judges - Judges 3:9, 4:3, 6:6, 7:21



Hue and Cry
Crying out was an institution by which a wrong can be 
righted.  “When a person found himself in a situation of 
acute need, he could raise an outcry and thereby oblige 
anyone within hearing to come to his immediate 
assistance.  This can be verified in nearly all legal cultures”    
-Law and the Administration of Justice in the Old Testament and Near East 

Mari was published, which also refers to acting justly 
toward the oppressed: “When an oppressed man or woman 
cries out to you, rise up and do him justice”



Exodus 22:22-24
You shall not afflict any widow or orphan. 

“If you afflict him at all, and if he does cry out 
to Me, I will surely hear his cry; 

and My anger will be kindled, and I will kill you 
with the sword, and your wives shall become 
widows and your children fatherless

Also see Luke 18:1-8

logosres:nasb95;ref=BibleNASB95.Lk18.1;off=19


Deuteronomy 25

If there is a dispute between men and 
they go to court, the judges shall decide 
their case, and they justify the 
righteous (צִַדּיק) and condemn the 
wicked (ָרשָׁע),



Romans 3:21-26
But now, independent of the law, the justice of God has been 
disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, the justice 
of God through the faithfulness of Yeshua Messiah for all who 
believe.  For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God;  they are now justified by his grace as 
a gift, through the redemption that is in Messiah Yeshua, whom 
God presented as a mercy seat** through the faithfulness in his 
blood(s).  He did this to show His justice, because in His divine 
forbearance He had passed over the sins previously committed; it 
was to prove at the present time that He Himself is just and that 
He justifies the one who has faith in Yeshua.
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Establishing Justice and Righteousness
Granting of freedom and restoration of individual rights

• The individual is transferred from slavery to a person or government 
into slavery to his/her God  

• Lev 25:42 - “For they are My servants…not to be sold as slaves” 

• Romans 6:16-18 - “Now slaves to righteousness” 

• See verse 23 especially - Sin is personified as a master 

• cf. 1 Jn 5:18 - “there is sin that does not lead to death”
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Torah as Justice and Righteousness
• Covenant of the Pieces - “smoking oven” and “flaming torch” pass through 

the pieces - Genesis 15:17 

• Giving of the 10 Words - “lightning flashes” (לַּפִיד) and “mountain smoking 
and the sounding of the shofar - Exodus 20:18 (עָשֵׁן)

• What is the focus of many of the commandments? 

• Most are focused on providing protection for those who are most likely 
to be subjected to oppression: women, the stranger, the widow, the 
poor, the orphans, and the Levites.
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What is the Duty of the Messiah?
• “Unto us a child is born” - Isaiah 9:6-7 

• Return the exiles to the land (major Jewish objection to Jesus) - Isaiah 
11:10-12 

• “raise up for David a righteous Branch” - Jeremiah 23:5 

• “a righteous Branch of David to spring forth” - Jeremiah 33:15 

• “Law of liberty” and “undefiled religion” - James 1:25-27 

• Where was Yeshua’s ministry focused?
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How then do we establish Justice & Righteousness?

In Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of the 
Italian Cohort, as it was called.  He was a devout man who feared God 
with all his household; he gave alms generously to the people and 
prayed constantly to God.  One afternoon at about three o’clock he 
had a vision in which he clearly saw an angel of God coming in and 
saying to him, “Cornelius.”  He stared at him in terror and said, “What 
is it, Sir?” He answered, “Your prayers and your alms have 
ascended as a memorial before God.  

Acts 10:1-4
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Establishing Justice as an Individual
• No idolatry (Ezek 18:5-9) 

• No defiling your neighbor’s wife (Ezek 18:5-9) 

• Do not oppress the alien, orphan, the poor, the widow (mult) 

• Do not commit robbery (Ezek 18:5-9) 

• Restore the pledge of the debtor (Ezek 18:5-9) 

• Give bread to the hungry (Ezek 18:5-9) 

• Clothe the naked (Ezek 18:5-9) 

• Do not charge interest on loans [to your brother] (Ezek 18:5-9)



Establishing Justice as an Individual
• Execute justice between parties (Ezek 18:5-9) 

• Do not shed innocent blood (Jer 7:5-6) 

• Deliver those who have been robbed from the hand of the oppressor (Jer 22:3-4) 

• Show kindness and mercy (Zech 7:9-10) 

• Do not plot evil against one another (Zech 7:9-10) 

• Do not oppress your workers (Isaiah 58) 

• Loose the bonds of injustice and the thongs of yoke (Isaiah 58)



Establishing Justice as an Individual
• Bring the homeless into your house (Isaiah 58) 

• Clothe the naked (Isaiah 58) 

• Do not hide yourself from your kin (Isaiah 58) 

• Stop pointing fingers and speaking evil (Isaiah 58) 

• Keep the Shabbat for your household (Isaiah 58) 

• Be eyes to the blind (Job 29:13-15) 

• Be feet to the lame (Job 29:13-15) 

• Champion the cause of the stranger (Job 29:13-15)



How then do we establish Justice & Righteousness?
For it is not the hearers of the Torah are righteous in the sight 
of Elohim, but the doers of the Torah shall be justified. For 
when Gentiles, who do not have the Torah, by nature do what is in 
the Torah, although not having the Torah, they are a Torah to 
themselves, who show the work of the Torah written in their 
hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between 
themselves their thoughts accusing or even excusing,  in the day 
when Elohim shall judge the secrets of men through Yeshua 
Messiah, according to my Good News. 

- Paul  (Romans 2:13-15)
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Matthew 25:31-36  (M/HR Version)
When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 
then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as 
a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the 
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left.  Then the king will 
say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world;  for you figured out the Sabbath and rebuked your family, you 
calculated the right calendar, you pronounced the name correctly, you 
figured out every un-kosher food additive, you booted out every 
congregation member who did not believe in your theology…..NO



Matthew 25:31-36
When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 
then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another 
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put 
the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left.  Then the king 
will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world;  for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick 
and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’



What is Biblical Righteousness? 

What is Biblical Judgment/Justice?



Biblical Righteousness
• Righteous Tamar - Genesis 38:24-26 

• Righteous Lot - 2 Peter 2:6-7 

• Righteous deeds could save Nebuchadnezzar - Daniel 4.27 

• Keeping the Torah - Deut 6:25 

• Vindicated party in a legal dispute - Deut 25:1 

• Accredited for belief in YHWH’s justice - Rom 4:23-25
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Isaiah 32:16-17
Then justice will dwell in the wilderness 

And righteousness will abide in the fertile field. 
And the effect of righteousness will be peace, 

And the result of righteousness,  
quietness and trust forever.



Hebrew Righteousness
• It is comprehensively relational 

• It is not a private attribute that an individual can have on his/her own, 
independent of another party 

• At heart, righteousness is the fulfillment of the demands of a 
relationship. 

• This is why it frequently appears in covenantal context



Righteousness	  
Equity	  

Salvation	  
Uprightness	  
Justification	  

Peace	  (Shalom)

Disorder	  
Sin	  
Inequality	  
Poverty	  
Suffering	  
Death	  

Righteous	  deeds	  
Mercy	  (hesed)	  
Redemption

Justify	  
Justice	  

Judgment	  

Relationship



Ret
ribu

tive
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tice
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	  Jus
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God’s Justice
God's justice is based NOT on merit, but on need. 
God rescues those in need of rescuing who cry 
out to him. 

God’s justice is not thought of as a way of arriving 
at a decision pronouncing someone guilty or 
innocent, Rather, God’s justice is an act which 
aids those in distress.



Deuteronomy 25:1-3
If there is a dispute between men and they go to court, 
and the judges decide their case, and they justify the 
righteous and condemn the wicked, then it shall be if the 
wicked man deserves to be beaten, the judge shall then 
make him lie down and be beaten in his presence with 
the number of stripes according to his wickedness.  He 
may beat him forty times but no more, so that he does not 
beat him with many more stripes than these and your 
brother is not degraded in your eyes.



Restorative Justice in Torah
• The goring ox - Exodus 21:29-32 

• Restitution for stealing - Exodus 22:1  -> slavery? 

• “Rapist” marries the “victim” - Exodus 22:16-17 

• No perversion of justice, no bribery - Exodus 23:2-3, 8-9 

• Judge your neighbor fairly - Leviticus 19:15 

• “Eye for an eye restitution” (max limit on penalty) - Leviticus 24:16-22
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Japanese Justice Perspective

A Japanese church leader was having a difficult 
time with a missionary's standard explanation on 
why Yeshua had to die. The missionary had 
explained that Yeshua died to pay the penalty for 
our sins required by God, but the Japanese 
church leader said “to be honest, I don't find 
the that explanation satisfactory”



Japanese Justice Perspective
A tragic accident provided the missionary with his first clues as to why the common 
penal substitution explanation of atonement, so clear and logical to Western 
missionaries, had not satisfied this Japanese church leader. A young man from the 
congregation was driving a company truck and accidentally hit and killed two 
women walking by the side of the road. The police and court demonstrated more 
concern for the relationships and the people's responses than to written codes. 
They handled the case in a way markedly different from the American legal 
processes. The young man immediately confessed that the accident was his fault 
because he was going too fast. The judge put him in custody but released him to 
attend the funerals of the two women who had been killed. The judge attended the 
funerals also and carefully observed not only how the young man behaved but 
how the families responded to him. In the meantime the police carefully 
investigated and exonerated the young man. They said he could not have been 
going as fast as he reported, and they discovered that the company truck had a 
steering defect. The young man was let out of jail to do public service for the rest of 
the year and then he was fully released and rehabilitated.



Japanese Justice Perspective
Later, the missionary was discussing the concept of justice in Japan 
with a small group of Japanese colleagues.  When he asked them, 
“What is justice?” They discussed among themselves and 
answered, “Justice is what the judge says it is.”  The missionary 
observed that in the West the image of justice is a blindfolded 
goddess impartially weighing someone's guilt or innocence 
based on evidence and a set of standard law. In contrast, the 
Japanese image is of a male judge with his eyes wide open, 
observing the situation so that he can do whatever will best preserve 
human relationships… Japanese criminals are imprisoned as a 
shameful act of exclusion from society. The lengths of the sentences 
are measured according to the enormity of their social scandal. The 
idea of criminals serving time and paying their debts to justice are 
concepts that sound quite strange to the Japanese culture.



God’s Justice
You shall not pervert the justice due to 
your poor in their lawsuits. Keep far from 
a false charge, and do not kill the 
innocent and those in the right, for I 
will not acquit the guilty. You shall take 
no bribe, for a bribe blinds the 
officials, and subverts the cause of 
those who are in the right.  

Exodus 23:6-8

American  
Justice
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American Justice = Biblical Justice?
• Parable of the workers who worked different amounts of time but 

received the same pay  

• Its not about blind justice but about relationship. 

• Is God’s forgiveness only given in Scriptures once the penalty is 
paid?

• Why are jails not sanctioned in Torah as a punishment? 

• God’s justice is based around rescuing the oppressed



Isaiah 53 Connection
• “We ourselves esteemed him as stricken, smitten of God and 

afflicted” 

• “By a perversion of justice he was taken away” 

• Does Isaiah 53 portray the Suffering Servant’s suffering and 
death as justice being served?

• Does the NT portray justice being served in their courts?



Who Caused Yeshua’s Death
• Hebrews 12:3 - “[he] endured such hostility by sinners against 

himself” 

• Acts 2:22-24 - This Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan 
and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of 
godless men and put Him to death.“But God raised Him up again, 
putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him 
to be held in its power. 

• Also see (Acts 2:36, 3:13-18, 4:10, 4:27, 5:29-30, 10:39-43, 
13:28-33, Rom 4:24-25, 1 Cor 15:12-17, etc).
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What Was God’s Action?
• “But God raised him up from the dead” (multiple verses) 

• “God exalted [him] to His right hand as a Prince and Savior” (Acts 
5:31) 

• “God has fulfilled this promise to our children in that He raised up 
Yeshua” (Acts 13:33) 

• “Raised [Yeshua] for our justification”  (Rom 4:25)
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Next Up…Patron Client 
Relationships



The Amidah
Sound the great shofar for our freedom; raise a banner to 
gather our exiles, and bring us together from the four 
corners of the earth into our land. Blessed are You YHWH, 
who gathers the dispersed of His people Israel. 

Restore our judges as in former times, and our counsellors 
as at first; remove from us sorrow and groaning, and reign 
over us, You YHWH, alone, with kindness and compassion, 
with righteousness and justice. Blessed are You YHWH, 
King who loves righteousness and justice


