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Reterences

= Jones, lony. 7he leaching of the 12: Believing and Practicing Primitwe Christianity of the
Ancient Didache Communaty

<= O’Loughlin, Thomas. 7he Didache: A Window on the Earliest Christians

<= Didache Iranslation based on Thomas O’Loughlin’s with changes by Ryan
White based on 7/e Apostolic Fathers Greek-English Interlinear in L.ogos Software.

o

- Porter & Stovell, ed. Biblical Hermeneutics: Fwe Views
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Draper, Jonathan. Ritual Process and Ritual Symbol in Didache 7-10

o

- Milavec, Aaron. 71 he Didache




I am NOT saying the Didache

1s Scripture. It 1s up to you to
decide what to do with the
following information.




On Interpretation

o

- Can we really let the Scriptures speak for itselt?

o

- "lextual criticism, source criticism, historical-cultural
criticism, literary criticism...

> Whose canon?

o

o

= Oral Gospel to written word. (Biblical Hermeneutics:
Five Views, pg 32-33)

<= Anachronism: “a thing belonging or appropriated to a period other than
that in which 1t exists, especially a thing that 1s conspicuously old fashion”
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History ot the Didache

We know that the Didache dates to 50 - 110 GE (N'1" writings date
the same period). It s the earliest known “Christian” text.

= Church fathers recognized as either canonical or apocryphal
(due to localization of content)

Appears to be untamiliar with Pauline theology and 1s free from
doctrines and creeds.

Discovered in 1873 by Archbishop Brynnios

Meal was repulsive to Gatholics, fasting ritual repulsive to
Protestants

According to Milavec, it was created independent ot any known

oospel




I am NOT saying the Didache

1s Scripture. It 1s up to you to
decide what to do with the
following information.




Context of the First Century

0‘0

> Disunity of Judaism and “Christtanity”

0‘0

> (Greco-Roman World

0‘0

> Imperial Cult

0‘0

» Understanding Community and Boundaries

0‘0

> Honor and Shame

0‘0

> Social interactions




Greco-Roman World

o

d

lato - “Spiritual” > “Physical” = Gnosticism = secret knowledge

o

P
- Stratified society
P

o

<

ax Deorum (Peace ot the gods)
= (onversion unknown - just inclusion of new gods

<= Highly sexual society - Pornography, nudity, bisexuality, temple
prostitution

= Magic




Impenal Cult

= Kveryone EXCLEPT Jews, was required to declare
the divinity of Caesar.

= Priests offered a daily special offering on Gaesar’s

behall.

= After 70 CLE, Christian’s exempted from Jewish tax
but no longer exempt from declaring divinity of
(Caesar.




Understanding Community and Boundaries

o

> No individualism 1n the ancient world.

o

- Boundaries serve as a clear distinction to define the communaty,
thus a badge of 1dentity for those 1n, and a threshold tor those
wishing to join.

Y

= For Jews, this boundary was circumcision, Shabbat, and kosher.

o

= Shared honor and shame for the community




Honor and Shame

o

- Honor/shame shared by the group as well as subgroups

o

- Comes by athrmation and defamation of worth by society and
peers.

<= Dominant factor in controlling societal actions in Greco-Roman
world; to enforce values.
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References to Guilt vs. Shame
in the Bible

B New Testament
N Old Testament

400

300

200

Shame

100

Guilt -

Guilt-based words Shame-based words

O

SOURCE: Timothy C. Tennent: Theology in the Context of World Christianity, p.93




Canopy of Biblical Truth
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Spectrums of Biblical-Cultural values, Set 1

narrative / oral «——————————=———==> propositional / written
honor /| shame €————— > quilt/ innocence
kingdom / regal €=————————> democratic/ legal
familial / ancestral €———————————> individual / present-future
obedience / concrete €——————————————> Kknowledge / abstract
mystery / both-and €—— > |ogical / either-or
poverty [ vulnerablllty T AR - T R = wealth / stablllty

© 2013 Mission ONE. Created by Werner Mischke / werner@missioni.org
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Spectrums of Biblical-Cultural values, Set 1

narrative / oral (—;’ ‘\—> propositional / written
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Patronage

= Patron provides client with goods or services needed (grace)

<= 'T'he patron could also be the “mediator” to a more powertul
patron.

= (Client shows gratitude by reciprocating with public praise (honor),
loyalty, and service to his/her patron when the opportunity arose.




Understanding Ritual

o

- '|'he handshake

o

g

ethod of communication

o

M
- Meaning may not be understood or may have
ditferent meanings

<= Spontaneous NO'I" better than ritual




Soclal Interaction

<= (Circumcision would have made 1t hard to function socially
in the Greco-Roman world

o

- Gentiles worked 7 days a week, only taking oft holidays

o

- (Gathering together would have been difficult for slaves.
Jews 1n Diaspora were required a permit to gather together

on Shabbat.

= Patronage system - artisans contracted to wealthy patrons
who would expect them to participate 1n pagan dinner
parties and 1intercourse with slaves.




Didache

A Manual for Discipleship

Application, not Theology
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Apprenticeship Program?

Hebrews 5

11 About this we have much to say that is hard to explain,
since you have become dull in understanding. 2 For though
by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to
teach you again the basic elements of the oracles of God.
You need milk, not solid food; 13 for everyone who lives on
milk, being still an infant, is unskilled in the word of
righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, for those
whose faculties have been trained by practice to
distinguish good from euvil.
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logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Heb5.11

Entrance into the Gommunaity

= Apprenticeship/discipleship until baptism just betore Passover. (rhe apostolic
Tradition of Hippolytus, 215 CE)

o

- Pagan Gentile apprenticed under a **Jewish Christian™

o

- Not based on knowledge acquisition, but upon learning a new Way of
ife! Practical expectations to join the Israelite community

<= Faith of Yeshua vs. faith 2 Yeshua

o

<>

fter baptism, part of the community, can participate in covenant meal.

A
A

o

<>

ny community that does not pass on 1ts values, rites and way of lite
would flounder and eventually perish.




Entrance into the Gommunaity

<= Now begins to study Scripture to learn how to keep God’s Law towards
perfection/maturity.

<+ Remember there 1s not a lot ot access to books

rcumecision later

o

>

o

Ca
- Assumption of knowledge of “Jewish” ways => highlighting the ditterences.
D

o

g

wdache 1-6 rites ot separation and liminality.
<= Morality creates a social death from pagan ways.

= Ihidache 7-10 rites ot incorporation
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Why would a Gentile want to join?

A

= Was 1t based on theological arguments?

o

> Was 1t based on charismatic preachers?

o

= Was 1t because they saw how the believers hived
their lives?




Iraining 1n the Way of Laife

o

- Extremely “Jewish”. Similar to Dead Sea Scrolls.

o

> Greater 2 commandments

<+ Luke 10:25-28, b. Shabbat 31a

= Beneficent reciprocity instead ot Greco-Roman “kill or be
killed”/*live and let live” mentality.

<= Anti-fate, pro-choice



logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Lk10.25

Iraining 1n the Way of Laife

o

> ““lurn the other cheek” (ctf. m. Baba Qamma 8.6)

\/
X4

“works of your hands...ofter something as reparation of your

sins” (ct. b Baba Batra 10a)

= Prov 14:34 - “Righteousness exalts a nation, and chesed to the
people 1s a sin-offering™ (translation by Rabbi Y. Zakkai & Baba Batra 10b)

o

- "lobit 12.8, Sirach 3.30

@
Ge®

allure to adhere endangers the whole community

F
<= Not “ethical standards” but prerequisites for relationship with God



logosres:mishnah;ref=Mishnah.B._Qam._8:6_A
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Pr14.34
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Tob12.8
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Sir3.30

1'he Way ot Death

= Young boy companions

o

o

- Exposure of infants

o

- Father had to pick up infant to accept; otherwise
abandoned or smothered whiospecia Laws 3.1

o

- Infants rescued by brothels and slave traders

/
X4

Spread of Ghristianity

o

- Oppressors of the poor

o

= Yes! 'T'here 1s still sin...no greasy grace.

—




Final Exhortion

<= Bearing the whole of the Master’s yoke = pertect/mature

<= Polemic against teaching NO'I' to keep the whole yoke 1t you

CAall.

o

- Also sets the desirable goal.

o

> Hebrews 5:11-14

&

o

alistic vs. Idealistic

&
- Keep away from meats oftered to 1dols. What are the implications?

o



logosres:nasb95;ref=BibleNASB95.Heb5.11-14

Baptism/Mikvah

= lLaving water (Lev 14:5-6, 50-51, Num 19:17, Zech 14:3, John
4:10)

<= Ritual purity, new life

o

- Cold water better than warm (warm = wealth)

o

- Pour water over the head 3x implications

o

- 3%, not magical, do the best you can

> m. Tohorot 4.11

o



logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Le14.5
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Nu19.17
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Zec14.8
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Jn4.10
logosres:mishnah;ref=Mishnah.Tohor._4:11_E

Baptism/Mikvah

aptize 1n the name of... compare to Didache 9.5

o

4

B
B

o

4

aptism at Passover according to lertullian

o

- Milk and honey

o

- Jer 38:8 LXX (M'I' 31:8) as a basis. cf. Didache 10:5

o

<

erved as a boundary into community entry

o

S
- Boundary was open to all willing to accept the values of the
community, regardless of race, gender, or social status



logosres:spckdidache;ref=ApostolicFathers.Did_9.5
logosres:lelxx;ref=BibleLXX2.Je38.4
logosres:spckdidache;ref=ApostolicFathers.Did_10.5

Fasting and Prayer

<= Isaiah 58:4-6 Fasting connection to justice/injustice

o

- Emulates sutfering, a condition to which God 1s required to respond.
<= Ritual time created by untamihar feeling of hunger and bodily restraint
<= Prayer 3x a day, fasting 2x per week. 'T'hus communal events of shared time.

= LEssenes changed calendars so as not to share sacred feast time with the
(heretical) Sadduccees.

o

= Yeshua’s death in time with the Passover lamb was significant

o

- Shared prayer = pure sacrifice (Mal 1:11)

o

- Romans 14:5-6



logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Is58.5
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Mal1.11
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Ro14.5

Fasting and Prayer

o

4

Usage of the Shabbat significance
<= Who are the hypocrites?

= 'The Yeludim (distinguished ones) fast on Monday and Thursday (5. Zaanat
10a-12a)

o

- Fasting was a public gesture, initiated and concluded with a shotar blast

= “Lord’s Prayer”

o

- Unique for the community (vs. Shema or Sh’moneh Esreh)

o

- Recited 1in the water after baptism facing €aSt (Apostolic Constitutions VIL4.44)

= Social Justice: release ot debts and slavery associated with ritual immersion for

the mitiation of Gentiles in 6. Gerum 1.10, 11.4. Ct. Didache 8.2

—



logosres:spckdidache;ref=ApostolicFathers.Did_8.2

Eueharist | hanksgiving Meal

- Happy ||
‘ Eucharist!

= goyaplotia eucharistia - 1 Cor 14:16, Php 4:6,
Col 4:2, Rev 7:12

= gvyaploTtéw eucharisteo - Mt 15:36, Mt 26:27, Lk
17:16, In 6:23, 1 Co 11:24, Eph 5:20, 1 Th 5:18

o

- Focus on thanking the Father

o

- s today’s “Eucharist” about community and
equality?



logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.1Co14.16
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Php4.6
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Col4.2
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Re7.12
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Mt15.36
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Mt26.27
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Lk17.16
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Jn6.23
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.1Co11.24
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Eph5.20
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.1Th5.18

Covenant Meal

o

4

ovenant meal, covenant cup

o

C
- Nobody gets the more expensive wine or bread. No matter who
you are, you get the same meal!

<+ One loaf of bread, 1 Cor 10:17

o

4

emember, they didn’t understand germ theory...

R
= Yeshua’s ministry focused more on table than lTemple (priorities)

o

> Basar and Besorah

o



logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.1Co10.17

Covenant Meal

= Exclusivity

= 10D Col 6 & 7 Manual of Discipline -> Qumran community
excluded those who refused to repent from their ritual bath and
meal

<= In Qumran, those who wished to join had to live one year 1n
the Covenant life betore being permitted to eat their ritual
meal.

o

> 1 Cor 5:9-13

\/
A4

In Greco-Roman world, meals were public attairs

—



logosres:dssreved2005;ref=DSSSE.1QS_Col._vii:15;off=184
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.1Co5.9

1'he Prayer Format

= Jewish berakot tormulas were not supposed to be fixed immutable

texts => Did 10.7

o

- Head of house was expected to do the prayer.

o

= “holy to the dogs”

o

= Maintain social boundary

Dedorsaut.

heathens 1n their uncleanliness and ferocity

= “dogs

= 3 prayers, each with 3-fold structure




1'he Prayer Format

o

= “We a1ve thanks to you, our/holy Father

o

- 1 Chr 16:35, 29:13, Psa 44:3, 106:47

= Not Messiah 1n place ot God => God appoints Messiah to bring honor to him
<+ “Vine of David”

/
%

Renewed/regathered kingdom

\/

“vine” = eschatological king who establishes righteousness and justice.

> 15th benediction of SA’moneh Esreh

o

o

- Isatah 11:1, 11-12

< Maran atha amen -> curse oath formula



logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.1Ch16.35
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.1Ch29.13
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Ps44.8
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Ps106.47
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Is11.1

Visiting leachers and Prophets

o

- Antioch 1s ~ 18 day journey by land from Jerusalem

o

> Should not ASK for money.

o

> Context of Paul’s letters!
E

o

Q

arthly mystery???

o

- Speaking out against the “Spirit” => ANE Seals

= |t was considered a grave ottense to counterteit seals




Visitors and Permanent leachers

> No Moochers Allowed!!!

o

o

= First truits tithe either to support the prophet or
“true teacher” or to support the poor.




Sunday Shabbat Worship

- Ambiguity of the statement

o

= St. Ignatius of Antioch (1 10AD) “no longer observing the Sabbath, but living
according to the Lord’s life...”

<= Which day 1s the “Lord’s Day”™? (Mt 12:8)

o

= Never defined as Sunday until 3rd century.

o

- 2nd century, ©7th day Sabbath rest still observed, followed by Sabbath
night (8th day) celebration™ (Socrates Scholasticus. "Church History, Book V)

<= Mid-2nd century, Justin Martyr (anti-Semite philosopher) claims for cessation of Sabbath

<= Shabbat Night PARTY (havdalah) - Acts 20:7-9



logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Mt12.8
logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Ac20.7

Community Leadership

= Not a Bishop and deacons, but bishop-deacons or
better rendered ‘overseer-servants’ denoting both
responsibility and servitude.

< How to handle conflict




1'he Apocalypse

<= Not “rapture-ready” waiting...actively trying to live
righteous lives.

> '1'he Cursed One - (Gal 3:13

o

<= Remember the connection to gathering the
kingdom together in the thanksgiving prayer.



logosres:nrsv;ref=BibleNRSV.Ga3.13
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