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The Life is In the Blood

John 6:53-54

“Eat my flesh and drink my blood…”



Ring  Structure of Leviticus 17:10-14

A – (10) ‘And whatever man of the house of Israel, or of the strangers who dwell among you, who eats 

any blood, I will set My face against that person who eats blood, and will cut him off from among his 
people.  

B - (11)For the life of the flesh is in the blood, 

C - and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood 

that makes atonement for the soul.’ 

D - (12)Therefore I said to the children of Israel, ‘No one among you shall eat blood, nor 

shall any stranger who dwells among you eat blood.’ 

C - (13)“Whatever man of the children of Israel, or of the strangers who dwell among you, who 

hunts and catches any animal or bird that may be eaten, he shall pour out its blood and cover it 
with dust;  

B - (14)for it is the life of all flesh. Its blood sustains its life. 

A – Therefore I said to the children of Israel, ‘You shall not eat the blood of any flesh, for the life of all 

flesh is its blood. Whoever eats it shall be cut off.’



Modern medicine
• Labs

• Electrolytes
• Blood Components
• Blood Cultures
• Miscellaneous

• Heart Rate
• Blood Pressure
• SpO2
• Blood Gases
• Drugs into the 

bloodstream
• Blood transfusion
• Transport system

The Life is In the Blood



Sacrifice isn’t about offering death, but about offering up life.
-H. Clay Trumbull

The Life is In the Blood



Gen 4:10-12 
• Blood cries out, the land is offended

Rev 6:9-10 
• Avenging the saint's blood

Numbers 35:33 
• Blood defiles the land, only the life-

blood of the murderer can 'atone'
Ezek 24:7-8 

• uncovered blood rouses vengeance
Job 16:18

The Blood Cries Out



Deuteronomy 21:1-9
• Bloodstains are thought to bring 

infertility to the land (2 Sam 21:1-9)
• This rite transfers the "bloodstain" to 

an uncultivated area
• The murder is reenacted on the cow, 

but in a bloodless manner (as if to 
say that the guilt lies elsewhere)

• Any blood is carried away by the stream immediately
• The leaders wash their hands over the cow, declaring 

innocence



• The act of Blood-Avenger isn't (just) 
about rights of retribution of the 
victim's kin, it is about the obligation 
of the community to ensure balance in 
the land by "atoning" the bloodguilt

• Deut 32:42 - God is the Blood-Avenger 

• Gen 9:5 - murderers are to be brought 
to justice by man's hand



Atonement כפר

Literal meaning vs. Metaphorical/functional meaning

To wipe



Atonement כפר



Atonement כפר

את
Lev 8:14-15 



Numbers 8:19 

Atonement protects against
outbreak of divine wrath or
outbreak of destruction



• Lev 2 - minchah
• Exod 30:11-16, Num 31:48-54 - 1/2 Shekel
• Exod 32:9-14, 30-33 - Mediation/righteousness (Mosheh)
• 2 Chron 30:17-20 - Prayer/preperation of heart
• Num 16:44-48 - Through incense
• Lev 16:22 - Goat escaping to the wilderness
• Num 25 - Death of the guilty leadership
• Prov 16:6 - Mercy and truth
• Isaiah 27:9-11 - Physical punishment 

Atonement Without Blood



Kofer(H3724) - bribe, ransom, compensatory payment 
• Used in a legal sense

Numbers 25:11-13 

Numbers 35:31-33 - murder can only be paid for with the blood of the murderer

• Also see 1 Sam 3:14

Exod 21:29-30 - Talion laws

Isaiah 27:9 vs. Prov 16:6 - Payment by punishment, payment by righteousness



Acts 20:28 Matthew 20:28

“Soothing Aroma“

Abstraction of Commodity 



Screen Capture from:  http://instonebrewer.com/RabbinicTraditions/
Mishnah Ketubot 12.1

דמי - Blood as Currency

http://instonebrewer.com/RabbinicTraditions/




Summary of    כפר

Physical

▪ To ‘wipe’ or ‘rub’

▪ Purges the meta-physical stain 
of sin/impurity from God's house 
or the universe

▪ Provides restitutionary payment 
for one's misdeeds

▪ Repairs a breach in covering

Spiritual

▪ Changes the person or 
object's relational standing 
with respect to the Deity

▪ Restores the covering 
protection of the covenant



Leviticus 8:6-35

1. Priests must bathe
2. Tabernacle and altar are anointed with oil
3. Priests are anointed with oil
4. Altar is purified and consecrated with blood
5. Altar is dedicated to YHVH
6. Blood from the same animal is placed on the 

priests and on the consecrated altar





Altar Contamination

Lev 8:14-17
Purification vs. Atonement 



chatta‘t



Altar Contamination

Brazen & 
Unrepentant 
sins

Involuntary,
Communal

Involuntary,
Individual



Single hand

• Due to the animal’s size, and there being multiple animals in the 
tabernacle, the possibility to make mistake could occur

• Thus “this is mine”, not “this is me” – eliminates confusion of 
ownership
• This is why the action was not performed with the bird or the 

grain (Lev 1:14-17, 5:7-11)
• Judaism teaches binyan av’ to always use 2 hands based off 

Lev 16 (but this doesn’t follow the actual text).

“The Gesture of Hand Placement in the Hebrew Bible and in Hittite Literature”

Author(s): David P. Wright 



Two Hands

• Indicates a transfer
• Transfer of authority from Mosheh 

to Joshua (Num 27:18-23)
• Transfer of communal guilt to a 

blasphemer (Lev 24:14)
• Transfer of sin culpability to the 

scapegoat (Lev 16:21-22)
• Both 1 & 2 handed gestures are 

paralleled in Hittite culture



Daubing Blood on Persons

Leviticus 8

Ezekiel 43:20

Leviticus 14:10-18



Functions of Blood

Means of 
Payment Means of 

Purification

Means of 
Indexing

?



Moses sprinkled half the
blood on the altar and the
other half on the people

Exodus 24

Live bird and the Leper
Leviticus 14:2-7



Leviticus 10:16-20

• The sacrifice must be eaten for atonement to be affected 

(for individual sins)

• For communal sins or priestly sins, the sacrifice is burned 

outside the camp

• For rebellious sins, the sacrifice is burned outside the camp 

AND the priest is contaminated

Leviticus 6:18-23

• The blood of the sacrifice contaminates the sancta,



1 John 1:7 Revelation 1:5

“The blood of Yeshua cleanses us from sin”

Hebrews 9
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