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From The Commodore
Judy Gesner 

Judy Gesner 
RCC Commodore 

www.RochesterCC.org  2

RCC ran 3 annual 
fleet regattas this year, 

the biennial Brown Jug 
regatta, and due to the high 

water, ran the Thistle districts 
at Seneca Yacht Club. We have a 
newly paved driveway, a new 
wate r l i ne , and new WiF i 
internet. We lost our beloved 
willow tree but gained a 

new-to-us committee 
boat.

What a season! The 
year began in the usual way for 

the Board of Governors (BoG) – 
discussions on the budget, setting the 

racing and social schedules, planning 
regattas, opening the club up, etc. Then May 

came, and BLAMMO, record high water levels after 
years of dealing with low water! We lost a couple of 
weeks of racing, but the BoG worked on a 
modification to our Sailing Instructions, which allowed 
us to get out on the race course safely, while still 
being good neighbors on the Bay with regard to our 
wakes. Thank you again to all the members who 
helped place sandbags, move boats, clean the 
grounds and otherwise help deal with the water 
situation this year. The biggest down side to the 

whole thing was needing to cancel the Learn 
to Sail program, BUT, the biggest up side 

was sailing for much of the year with 
no motorboat waves on the 

bay!

Even though the 
boats and docks are 

now put away, the fun and 
work continues with the 

Sunfish frostbiting season, the 
annual Fall Awards banquet, 
a n d b r i n g i n g n e w B o G 
members up to speed on new 
duties so we can begin the 

process again for 2018. 
Happy Fall!
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Vice Commodore
Tim D. Hammer 

Another racing season is "in the books”! We have wrapped up the 2017 Fleet Racing Season 
at RCC. There were some challenges and some changes, but all in all, it was a good year. All 
of our fleets hosted regattas, including the first-ever University of Rochester Sailing Club 
College Regatta. RCC hosted the Brown Jug Regatta this year. And we ran Sunday races for 
the Spring, Summer, and Fall Series and I look forward to hearing the overall results at the 
Awards Banquet. 

Our social calendar was pretty busy as well with (since the last Jib Sheet article) 4th of July 
Family Fun Day activities, Clam Bake and Fall Bash. 

I want to thank everyone who helped to make all of these sailing and social activities 
possible by volunteering their time and expertise. It would not be possible to do these 
things without you! 
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A Thistle is Born
Deirdre Santos-Kaukeinen 

Doug and I went back and forth many times on the 
possibility of buying a new Thistle.  I had been very vocal 
that 3765 was a fast boat and had nothing wrong with it.  
But knowing that retirement was likely looming for the only 
builder currently in business, we felt that our opportunity to own a brand 
new Thistle was limited.  It was time to act!  So this past spring we ventured out to 
Thistle mecca....Great Midwest Yacht Company in Sunbury, OH. 

It just so happened that Doug Laber had Thistle #4043 out of the mold 
and without an owner. Doug K and I were happy to adopt her.  At our 
first visit, she looked pretty fragile without any wood yet.  It was our 
first time at GMW, and it was quite the scene.  The shop had various 
projects underway. There were jigs, epoxy, walls of masts, 
centerboards, rudders, and neat rows of boxes containing every kind of 
Thistle hardware; a candy store for Thistle owners.  I’ll never forget 
the distinctive odor of the building that holds the Thistle mold, where 
the layers of fiberglass are constructed; and that was without active 
fiberglassing!  We dropped off our new Plastimo compass so that 
Doug Laber could build a custom mounting bracket.  We gazed 
longingly at our new boat-to-be and promised to see her soon. 

“Soon” was in May.  We went back out to GMW to work with Doug L. 
to put the finishing touches on 4043.  The final rigging and other 
details took some discussion to figure out.  Then we packed up the 
boat on our new Cradle Ride trailer and got ready to hit the road.  
After taking delivery in Pennsylvania, we were on our way home 
with our brand new Thistle in tow!  We drove carefully but swiftly, 
not wanting the reality of writing the checks for final payment to 
sink in.   
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Since Lake Ontario’s high water levels had impeded Thistle 
racing at RCC, we ended up taking our new boat to our 
friendly neighbors at Seneca Yacht Club.  (But not before 
making a pit stop at RCC to pack up some Bay water.  More 
on that later.)  It was eye-opening for me to realize just how 
much work goes into preparing a boat to set sail for the first 
time.   We were fortunate to have lots of help setting up the 
boat.  Thank you friends!  So between set up, the Memorial 
Day series, and 2 regattas in a row at SYC, our boat spent a 
solid month at Seneca Lake.  Being the romantics that we 
are, Doug and I couldn’t bear the thought of splashing our 
new boat anywhere but at RCC.  Since that couldn’t happen, 
we did the next best thing:  Christened the boat with the 

previously mentioned Bay water on the SYC hoist!  Champagne was popped, poured, and 
toasted.  Thank you to the Gindling and Wilson families for that special treat!  

I’m still getting used to seeing 3765 out on the water instead of being in it.  We were very 
lucky that our friend and RCC member Steve Powers bought 3765, so it stayed at the club.  
(Remember, we are sentimental fools and did not want to say goodbye to 3765.)  Although 
we didn’t make it to Nationals this year, Thistle 4043 has definitely proven her mettle at 
Seneca, Saratoga, Cleveland, and Westport.  And due to our unusual summer, the boat 
STILL hasn’t even been in Irondequoit Bay, let alone raced at RCC.  This must be rectified in 
2018!  And to answer a popular question:  No, we have not yet agreed upon a name.  Stay 
tuned! 
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Thursday Grillin’
Andy Heyer 

We had another great year grilling on the patio this summer .  What started as an idea to 
offer a race clinic to the membership has morphed into a casual dinner and an evening to 
enjoy the fantastic setting we have. 

We started a little later than previous years hoping to get more seasonable weather and 
extend further into  August. We still asked for volunteers to grill and we even lowered the 
contribution to the cook to $3.00 a person.  Each week the weather looked marginal but for 
the most part we had wonderful summer nights enjoying great food.   We had a steady 
group of regulars who contributed some awesome side dishes to accompany the grill.  We 
even served  french fries on several nights!!   

This year I added a Ship Store Raffle to those who attended.  The only requirement to be 
eligible was showing up. What a deal!  We ended up having 4 raffles for the summer 
culminating with three winners on the final night.  It was fun to see some of the reactions.  
I believe John Fields was the most excited to win .  He was genuinely thrilled.  An RCC hat 
was the most popular choice, though winners could choose any item from the Ship Store.  

A huge thank you to all that help make those nights amazing.  It was a great night to 
gather and get to know each other better.  Grill Night is a great example of our members 
coming together and contributing for a fun evening.  I hope next season we can continue to 
organize this event and see some new faces down to participate and volunteer to cook.  It’s 
a great night to bring family and friends to show what a tremendous club we have. 
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2017 Brown Jug
Tim D. Hammer 

This year's annual Brown Jug Regatta was hosted by RCC 
included representation from all the RCC and NYC fleets! For 
the first time in a while, there were Opti's on the water 
planning to race; Sunfish, Laser, Snipe, JY-15, Thistle, 
Lightning, Cruising and 420 fleets were also all out there. 

There was also a Melges 14 racing and a UFO 
(Unidentified Foiling Object) for the more 

adventurous to try out. 

The breeze was challenging and kept the 
safety boats busy ensuring those who found 

it too much made it safely back to shore. 
The rest of the sailors had a busy day 
dealing with puffs and shifts (not to 
mention the first motorboat chop we had 
seen all year). 

All that breeze ensured it was a day to 
be in a Sunfish - the top 6 finishers made 
that choice! Be sure to mark your 
calendar for Labor Day 2018 and join the 
racing for the Brown Jug. 
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The Dexter boys, Rob and Bill, celebrate their overall 
1-2 finish
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“Buy a Brick” Rochester Canoe Club Sailing School Fundraiser 
 
The Rochester Canoe Club Sailing School has a continuing need for boats, parts and other equipment 
to maintain our tradition of popular, safe and effective child and adult instruction in the sport of 
sailing. 
 
Proceeds from donations to this “Buy a Brick” fundraiser will be used to support the upgrade of boats 
and miscellaneous equipment for the RCC sailing school.  Any level of donation will be graciously 
accepted but a donation equal to or greater than $100 also buys you a personalized engraved patio 
paver to be installed in a place of honor in our patio around the club. 
 

Personalized Brick Paver Order Form 
Minimum Donation $100 

Please fill in the cells below with what you want engraved on your brick paver.  Inscriptions may be 
up to three lines with a maximum of 14 characters per line.  Your name(s) and the year of donation 
must be included. Punctuation marks and spaces count as a character.  Please use a separate copy of 
this form for each brick if you are making multiple donations for multiple engraved bricks.   

              
              
              

 
 

Total Donation Remitted  $_______ 
Please make checks or money orders payable to:  Rochester Canoe Club 

Mail order form and payment to: 
Ralph Simpson 

126 Elmore Road 
Rochester NY 14618 

 
Please enter the following information: (Used for internal tracking purposes only) 
Your Name:___________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address:_______________________________________________________________ 
City / State / Zip Code:__________________________________________________________ 
Email:_______________________________________________________________________ 
Phone: _____________________________________(for use if we have questions on your order) 

 
For questions about this fundraiser please call Ralph Simpson at (585) 414-4692 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION! 
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