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Painting courtesy Vincent Van Gogh

RESTRICTED ACTIVITIES REGARDING TREES AND WETLANDS AT RCC
By George Smith (Past Rear Commodore)
We own and are adjacent to Class I (i.e., "highly regulated") wetlands
(http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/6058.html). When the DEC folks visited RCC prior to issuing our permit for
dredging the settling pond ("Lake Willsey") adjacent to the car parking lot, they were particularly interested in
the topics of dredging & filling - both of which are destructive to wetlands. They noted that the back of our car
parking lot shows evidence of recent, unapproved fill, and we have continued to occasionally dump materials off
the edge since then. They stressed that we needed to stay out of the wetland to the back of the parking lot, and
stated that we could be fined and required to restore the filled portion to its original condition. They didn't fine
us or ask us to do this, but left it open as something that could potentially occur at any time. We were
permitted to dredge and maintain the settling pond in order to maintain our preexisting use of the boat parking
area, as long as we did NOT use the dredged material to fill any wetlands, such as the back of the parking lot, or
put it on our beach. We may continue to dredge the settling pond as needed in order to maintain our use of the
property - in this case preventing flooding of the boat parking area.
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Technically our property is too small and bounded by
wetlands to be able to legally dispose of dredged
material anywhere on it due to "distance from
wetland requirements," but they said that we could
spread dredged materials on our "dry land," such as
our car or boat parking lot They did not require us to
remove dredged material entirely from our property.
Part of the arrangement was to fence off a portion of
the wetland along the boat parking area, which we did
in order to prevent filling/encroachment of that area.
The back of the car parking lot remains a problem and
potential liability in terms of our continued, collective
use of it as a dumping ground for debris. Cutting trees
in this area may be legal, but seems unwise for a
couple of reasons: First, even dead trees tend to
stabilize slopes - and erosion is a problem all around
the club. Regarding the trees in the wetlands, tree
trimming is OK, but tree removal may or may not be.
We are allowed to maintain the property consistent
with "preexisting use." Because we aren't an agricultural setting, tree harvesting would represent
unapproved, new uses of our wetlands.
Second, any activity tends to draw attention to that area, which we continue to fill a bit more every year. My
personal preference would be to put in a section of fence along the back of the parking lot to provide a visual
"hands off" boundary. This has worked pretty well along the side of the boat parking lot along the stream. I
know that there is some cost involved, as many people have noted, but from the standpoint of potential fines
and forced landfill reconstruction we might be better off. Many members bristle at the suggestion that we
can't just freely modify our property to suit our needs and interests, but this is due to the laws designed to
help protect the unique and beautiful little ecosystem that we inhabit. In short, we own the land and pay
taxes on it, but we are severely restricted in terms of our use of portions of it. For the most part our current
use of the property is very environmentally friendly. Much more so, for example, than developing the
property for housing or condos, or something like that. The verbal warning we received from the DEC ten
years ago during permitting was a friendly warning, but they did comment that we could be fined at any time
for past, unauthorized work as well as required to reconstruct the damaged (filled) areas. Fines would be on
the scale of $1000s; reconstructive work on the scale of $10,000s.
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From the standpoint of land stewardship, we own
and are adjacent to a pretty special little pocket
ecosystem in our little valley. The large, mature
trees, shallow coastal areas, and variety of
wetlands are home or seasonally home to a
number of amphibian and bird species that are
only found in these deep little valleys bordering
the bay. Part of the DEC's emphasis on wetland
protection is related to statewide and regional
needs to protect these habitats. They were

mapped out years ago (1970s), and represent areas of special concern to the DEC. This is why we are not
free to modify them for our own purposes.
Please let me know if you have any questions. I was involved with this permitting process while I was Rear
Commodore about ten years ago. Mark Weider initiated the process, and then handed off to me when I
succeeded him.

WINNER OF THE LIMERICK
CHALLENGE
There once was a guy named Al,
who took his two dogs for a sail.
When a big wave crashed in
the dogs shook with a grin,
then watched as poor Al had to bail.
Al Pietzold

Photo courtesy of John Powers
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FROM THE VICE
By Deirdre Santos-Kaukeinen
Yes, that’s right....note the new last name! (If people had a difficult time spelling and pronouncing “Deirdre”
then I probably don’t stand a chance now!) A lot has happened since we opened up the club in the spring.
The InterClub Dinghy National Championship was held at RCC April 27-29. Commodore Ralph not only
competed, but helped coordinate efforts with the Rochester Frostbite Association to pull off a successful event.
RCC received many compliments for our warmth, hospitality, and smooth running of the regatta. Thank you to
all the volunteers who made that possible.
For full results and photos, visit: http://www.interclub.org/

Estella and Kevin Lofftus keeping warm at IC Nationals in April.
In the blink of an eye, the Mother’s Day Pasta Dinner and Father’s Day Pancake Breakfast went by. By then,
a massive club clean up was sorely needed, and the time was right in preparation for Open House. New
members joined forces with the veterans and worked up a sweat to make our clubhouse and grounds look
better than they have since before the kitchen renovation. Even on a nice hot day, Open House yielded only
a few visitors, but I was glad that the club had been given a thorough once-over. To help keep the club
visitor-ready, please refer to the guidelines in the RCC Member Handbook, especially when leaving the
clubhouse. “Remember, there are no janitors or grounds keepers. It’s up to the members to keep the
facilities clean, orderly, and free of litter.” I urge all our members to take your recyclables home! There is
no staff to remove it from the club, and we don’t have recycling pick up by the waste removal company. If
you do leave recyclables at the club, help avoid pile-ups by taking a load home with you from time to time.
This is a great job for somebody who wants to help with the running of the club but is unsure of how to get
involved. The private parties have been doing a fantastic job of cleaning up after themselves...keep it up!
Thank you to Amy Gorton and Stacey Stehle for organizing this year’s Family Fun Day on July 4th. The
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weather was warm and beautiful. The highlight of the day for me (and many others) was seeing the carnivalstyle game made by John Powers. The kids lined up to toss a ball at a target; when the target was hit, the
contraption burst a water balloon over the head of the lucky occupant in the seat below. Everyone wanted
their parents and favorite sailing instructors to take a turn in the seat! Even after a strong pitch caused some
damage to the target mechanism, the engineers on hand found a way to keep the game going. Well done John!
Up next:
Brown Jug Race: September 3rd (Labor Day) hosted
by Newport Yacht Club. Thank you to Rick and Leslie
Howitt for volunteering to provide support on the
RCC mark set boat this year. Also thanks to Doug
Kaukeinen for his help in rounding up the perpetual
trophies. I hope to see many of you sailing in this fun
race; sign up sheet is at the club. Bring an hors
d’oeuvre to Newport after racing for the trophy
presentations.
Clam Bake: Saturday, September 22nd. Bill Dexter
and Tricia Reinhardt have graciously offered to work
their clam magic again this year. Be on the lookout
for the notice and make sure to get orders in to Bill

Lawrence Jones gets a crash course in crashboat from
Gary Fritz and Joe Kaukeinen.

on time. Let Bill or Trish know if you can help bag clams, cook, and clean up...it’s a fun time!
End of Season Bash: Sunday, October 14th after racing. Bring a dish to impress for this epic grazing event. I
wonder what the punchbowls will have in them this time? See you there to find out.
And of course, the Year End Banquet will be in November. I will send out a notice later in the fall. Please let
me know if you did not receive any Evites for the winter and spring events so I can add you to the list. (Make
sure your email address is current with the club secretary and check your Spam folder in case the Evite
looked suspicious.)
See you at the club!
Yoh!

Ehh?!
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MY CERN INTERNSHIP
By Katie Harmer
This summer I am doing research at CERN in Geneva. My project involves data quality for the ATLAS experiment
(one of the two experiments that recently found the Higgs Boson). It has been quite an exciting summer! One of
the highlights was staying up all night at CERN to get a seat in the auditorium for the Higgs announcement. Here
is a picture of me and the other Yale undergraduates during the announcement--you can see we were in the
front row of the public seat section!
I have also squeezed in some sailing with the CERN Yachting Club. Last evening, I went out on a Hobie Tiger on
Lake Geneva and had wonderful views of the surrounding Alps. It was a blast, but still nothing beats sunfish
sailing on Irondequoit Bay!

Katie &
friends

Hobie
Tiger in
action
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RCC ACCESS OR “YOU CALL THAT A ROAD?”
by Mark Weider
RCC’s road access is actually not on our property. At least most of it is not on our property. We have an access
easement for the road with the group of 4 houses that are to our south along Bay Bluff Lane. This group of
houses is actually called Shadow Wood Subdivision.
The top of the RCC driveway lies across three of the four Bay Bluff parcels. The RCC has an easement to access
our property across these parcels. The easement affects the section of the RCC driveway from the gate at 2050
Bay Shore Boulevard down to where you will see a grassy/muddy turnout to the right, perhaps two-thirds of the
distance down the RCC driveway. From approximately that point down to the club is RCC property. If you follow
the grassy turnoff, it circumscribes the hill that the Bay Bluff parcels are on top of. If you were to follow it, it
travels around the hill on an even grade and intersects another access-way coming down from Bay Shore
Boulevard, south of Bay Bluff Lane.
Technically, all of the four Bay Bluff residents could request keys to our gate to access the grassy turnout, which
could be used to reach a lot that the Bay Bluff group has in common on the water’s edge.
The waterside-edge (or down-slope) side of the grassy drive likewise defines at least the south edge of RCC
property, and the three properties known as the Clark properties.
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The three Clark properties each have an easement that allows access from our gate at Bay Shore down to
and including the grassy turnoff. Owners of any of the Clark properties therefore have the right to come
down through our gate and turn off at the grassy turnoff.
Incidentally, the four Bay Bluff parcels have easements amongst themselves that allow each Bay Bluff owner
two different access paths to their common waterfront parcel, the one immediately south of the three Clark
parcels. The more familiar path to us at RCC is down our driveway onto the grassy turnoff, which they own,
as mentioned. The other access route is a somewhat inconspicuous entry off Bay Shore just south of Bay
Bluff Lane. This access route is carved into the southern side of the hill that Bay Bluff Lane sits on.
Another interesting item about this property is that when Bay Bluff subdivision was formed it was cut out of
a parcel owned by William & Delores Case that extended north of our driveway. The part that was not
included in the subdivision is way too steep to be of any use. Back in 2005, when I was Commodore, the
Town of Irondequoit asked if RCC wanted to acquire it from the tax rolls. Because of its steepness and lack
of utility, we saw no reason to add it to RCC’s parcel and tax bill.
The last RCC easement is for a fifteen-foot long sliver of land for the last fifteen feet of our breakwall, at the
southernmost end. This encroaches on the first of the Clark properties.

FROM THE MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
By Rich Connelly
It has been another excellent year for adding new
members. The membership at large, and the sailing
school, have done a wonderful job of bringing new
applicants down the "hill". Lets take a look at what we
have so far in the Class of 2012:
Christian Boettrich, better known as Chris, found us last
year after becoming a Sunfish owner. He has been active
day sailing, helping on Mark Set boats, helping on regattas,
and refitting his Fish with new sail, daggerboard, and dolly.

Rocio with a smile …

Sam and Rocio Weiner, with Keelan 19 and Anya 21, are
well known to our members who sail in the RYC frost bite
fleet. They have combined their talents with Ralph
Simpson's and charted the Club Thistle, leading to exciting,
and sometimes wet sailing.
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Scott and Amy Edwards, with Devin 18, Kyle 16 and Isaac 15, took us by storm at the 2nd work day, this past
spring. They jumped in and helped with the house wiring, adding a receptacle on the balcony, and also
helped John Powers with the installation of the new, internet phone. They have their own JY-15.
Jennifer and Edward Ashton, with Heather 9, Claire 13, and Kira 15. Heather, Claire, and Kira have been to
the sailing school for multiple years and are "first name" with the instructors. They have had some good
times on Sunfish this summer. Interesting: with their enthusiasm, they have enough people to fill a Thistle
and a JY-15 at one time!
Marc and Dora Fontaine. Marc met many of us a few years ago, sailing on Per Westesson's JY-15. He now
owns the boat and has been active at the Club, both on Sunday and for Thursday Night Sailing.
Gary and Suzanne Roscoe, with Jenna 16 and Jamie 14, showed up in the parking lot, last summer, with their
newly purchased Thistle. Not only did Gary have past Thistle experience, in school he had swam with Mike
Fortner, and had Bill Bradburn as a swim coach. This spring they applied for membership, and have been
prepping the Thistle for its first sail.
Amy Hunter with Scott 13. Amy and Scott have their own Sunfish and have both had a good week at the
Sailing School. They have been active at some Thursday Night
Sailing and on Sundays.
Alexandros Hatzigiannidis. Alex is a friend of Steve Rozella. He
is new to sailing, but this summer has sailed with Steve on JY15s, with Todd Bogumil on Thistle, and may have tested his
hand on a Sunfish. This past Sunday he sat happily, on the east
bench by the water, and studied his new, how to sail book. (I
want it when he's done)
Chris Boettrich in RCC race clinic

Darrell and Gail Oddo, with Joel 13. Gail has sailed, but not recently. Joel has been to the sailing school and is
a natural. At the Club Joel has been a star, demonstrating his talents by taking his folks out on a Fish, for a
sail. With so much family support and Joel leading, this will be fun to watch. BTW, Gail is sister to Amy
Hunter. This makes for a terrific support system.
Once again, with so many promising, new members, it is important for the sponsors to step up and make sure
their sponsees are on their way to long term membership. Think back to when you were a new member, and
who were the folks, that made a difference, by helping you through any rough spots. I remember mine.
As a sponsor, you can make a difference.

Rich
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PURSER’S REPORT
by Les Harmer
Club finances tend to follow an annual cycle. The lowest point is usually around March 1 because by that time
we have not collected dues in almost a year. They arrive in a whoosh from about then to May 1, and then we
begin to spend. Repairs and maintenance are a big item. Three big hits are the insurance bill for about $5,000
in July, school taxes for about $11,000 in September and town and county taxes for about $8,000 in January.
It is difficult to tell “how we are doing” during the twelve months, because big maintenance projects can
come at different times of year. Comparing to “this point last year” is useful but not conclusive. However,
when March 1 comes around again, we can tell whether we’re ahead or behind. The balance at that time can
be anywhere from $2,000 to $15,000, looking back in time. In addition, we have about $49,000 in a long -term
account that we try not to touch. Dues revenues this year, higher than the recent average, are about $40,000
after sales tax. (The dues you pay include this tax.)
If we break even in a given year, does that mean we succeeded? You could say yes, because lots of boats
raced, we ate a lot of clams, people had a good time, and we have enough money and members to do it
again. In fact, one of our goals as pursers (Barb and Les) is that the club should continue this cycle long
enough so that the future children of current young members can be part of it, too, if they want; or maybe
for a hundred more years. Board member Kathy Bonsignore is heading a committee to estimate long-term
financial needs and whether the current financial cycle will support them.
Some people have suggested that we may someday need a whole new business model, with maybe twice as
many members, twice as much revenue and a big, spanking new clubhouse with other improvements as well.
These elements are related. The improvements might help to attract and accommodate the bigger
membership, and the bigger membership would help pay for it. This would also put more sailors on the
water. However, if you don’t like this idea, take heart. It’s usually just a wisp of a thought, which resolves
itself in Scarlett O’Hara’s comforting phrase, “I’ll think about that tomorrow.”
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FROM THE COMMODORE
by Ralph Simpson
Any sci-fi fans out there? … So why does time and our sailing
season pass at an ever increasing rate from year to year? If we
have any theoretical physicists in our membership, please come
forth and explain this and other curiosities of the universe during
some future happy hour. I also need help with the warp drive in
my JY15. I have never been able to get the darn thing functioning
and on light wind days the black holes always suck me in. Come to
think of it, a cloaking device and set of disruptors would come in handy for racing … anyone know some
Klingons or Romulans willing to share a little technology?

If you haven’t been out too often this 2012 sailing season, you have missed some great stuff! The RCC-RFA
hosted Interclub Dinghy Nationals kicked things off in April. Vice Deirdre rolled out a fantastic Ice Breaker
party, Mother’s Day pasta dinner, Father’s Day pancake breakfast, open house and family fun day in quick
succession. This was all while making wedding plans with past Commodore Doug K. Congratulations on your
wedding Doug and Deirdre!
Steve Powers and the Sunfish Fleet hosted the Upstate Regional Championships in July with Jeff Scott and the
JY fleet following closely behind with their annual RCC regatta. Another successful Brown Jug was hosted by
the Newport Yacht Club on labor day followed by Dan Fien and the RCC Thistle Fleets’ Fall Frontier regatta
(better known as the bucket turkey challenge)!
Because I am an expert procrastinator when it comes to writing my August Jib Sheet article, I can report that
Bill and Tricia’s September Clambake was awesome. I am only a few weeks late …
Please add your thanks to mine to all those people working in the background to make all this possible. A few
key players … Race Committee Phyllis Kaukeinen, Trisha Reinhardt, Lynn Pietzold, Patty Tompkins …
Membership Chair Rich Connelly … Webmaster & Secretary John Powers … Goose Committee Diane Ahlman,
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George Smith, Gary Skillman … Historian Mark Weider … Sunshine Committee Sue Rose … Handbook
Committee Doug Kaukeinen … Capital Planning Committee Kathy Bonsignore, Frank Colgan, Don Naetzker …
Nominating Committee Sue Rose, Mike Fortner, Chris Muir, Tricia Reinhardt … Rear Commodore-Kitchen &
Building Aesthetics planner Bill Dexter … Harbor Master and professional excavator Rick Howitt … Past
Commodore Doug Kaukeinen … Vice Commodore Deirdre Santos-Kaukeinen … Pursers Les & Barb Harmer …
Fleet Captains Steve Power, Jeff Scott, Judy Gesner, Directors Joel Morse, Delia Ingham, Bobby Bryant … and
the list goes on. Thank you to all volunteers for all you do for the club and our RCC family!
The RCC Board of Governors has been working hard to keep club operations running smoothly. On top of the
normal day to day roles & responsibilities each Board member has we took on six priority objectives at the
beginning of the season (see below). I am pleased (and proud) to report that many of the objectives have
been achieved with the balance in progress or next in line to tackle. Thank you BOG members!

2012 RCC Board of Governor Priority Objectives
Priority

Objective

1

Membership retention & growth

2

Member involvement

Status
ON PLAN
INCREASING

Club improvement projects
3

>finish Kitchen

DONE

>scrape and paint outside of building
4

Capital plan
a) Fleet racing instructions

5
b) Fleet racing scoring
6

Handbook updates

DRAFTED
DONE
ON THE TO
DO LIST
IN PROGRESS

So … keep sailing and enjoying our little slice of heaven on the Bay. The season still has life in it. Get involved
and talk to your friendly neighborhood board members about your thoughts, concerns, ideas, projects, and
latent talents you are dying to exercise. Let me know if you are interested in helping one of the two
committees recently commissioned – RCC Marketing and RCC Safety. See you on the water and around the
Happy Hour table.
Sail fast, sail fair, have fun!
Ralph
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BONUS SECTION --- RCC WEDDINGS
Doug and Deirdre
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Rachel and Andrew

EDITOR’S NOTE: The RCC Jib Sheet is published three times a year in the months of April, August, and December
(or there abouts). All members are encouraged to contribute! Submit pictures, stories, games, recipes, songs, race tactics,
boat projects, regatta photos,...anything you would like to share with the membership.
Submissions should be emailed to judithrosen@earthlink.net as a Microsoft Word document (or in Pages for Mac).
Submissions for the next Jib Sheet are due by December 1st.
~ Judy Rosen – Jib Sheet Editor
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