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LEARN TO SAIL IS...GROOVY!
In addition to the tacks, gybes, starts, and Navy Seals, the 2011 Learn to Sail Program offered
something new this year: Tie Dye! Each participant took home a unique RCC Sailing School Tshirt, limited only by the dye colors and their own creativity. What will they think of next?
Sailing, Swimming, and
Arts & Crafts: Mark &
Doug offer a full-service
summer camp.
Safety 1st: Duncan (below)
practices safe tie-dye
technique, wearing gloves
AND a life jacket!

2050 bay shore boulevard • Rochester, ny 14622 • 585.288.2380
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F RO M TH E C O M M O D O RE
By Doug Kaukeinen
Greetings RCC Family!
What a fantastic sailing and social scene it has been thus far at our “little” club
on the bay! Three weeks of School headed up by none-other-than THE Mark
Weider was a huge success in many ways. Teaching people to sail, to share the
experience is one of the most enjoyable things I do each year! We safely
introduced many to the wonderful sport of sailing and also built up our
membership as a direct result of the program. Many thanks to all the
outstanding instructors who make the program what it is: Mark Weider, Steve
Powers, Joe Kaukeinen, Tim Walsh, Emma Mendenhall, Britt Kaukeinen, and Will Gelletly.
A bunch of us just got back from the Sunfish NA’s in Barrington, RI. Besides
myself, Mark Weider, Joe and Britt Kaukeinen, and Jimmy Gindling from
Seneca Yacht Club made the trip this year. (Thank you Per Stampe for
making this possible by loaning us your quad sunfish trailer!) It was extremely
hot, even on the Narragansett Bay, but at least there was some wind. Mark
did some of the best sailing I have ever seen him do and took a top 20 which
is awesome with around 100 boats. The greatest thrill/honor for me was
being able to sail on the same course with my 74 year old father and my 13
year old son, representing three generations of Sunfish sailors competing
together. I started to see the writing on the wall at our local Sunfish regatta
when Britt won four races. I won’t be able to keep in front of him for much
longer!

That’s Entertainment: How did Barrington

book Elvis for the North American Championships?

The Board of Governors has been spending time modifying/updating the club by-laws and trying to put together some
proposed changes to the constitution as well. Those proposed changes will be presented prior to the Annual Meeting and
will be brought up for a vote at that meeting on Wednesday, September 28th at RCC. In order to vote, we will need a
strong turn out of members, so I am making a plug early. Be on the look out for these proposed changes coming your way
within the next month, familiarize yourself with them and plan on attending the Annual Meeting so you can vote.
One of the themes I outlined for the year in April was to “Grow our Membership.” This is not a hard sell once a prospective
member comes down, sees our beautiful site on Irondequoit Bay, and meets all the wonderful members of the RCC Family. I
am pleased with the number of membership applications that continue to show up on our bulletin board and I want to thank
Rich Connelly for the dedication to his role of Membership Chairperson. It takes a person like Rich who follows up with
interested parties from the Open House and Sailing School to help new people through the process.
The other theme I outlined for the club in the April Jib Sheet was “Let’s make the place look beautiful.” While this is a work
in progress, I want to assure you that windows have been ordered and as I write this, the window replacement project, headed
up by Bill Dexter, starts today! Once the windows are complete, we will have a club work day to scrape the exterior of the
club so that Chris Connelly and his team can work their magic with a paint brush and sprayer! Ralph Simpson is following up
on his “design-a-deck” theme and will be presenting his data to the Board next week. I also hope that everyone is enjoying the
new chairs and snack tables that were provided by an anonymous club member.
What a great organization we have at RCC. But the greatest resource we have is the people that make up our club. Thanks to
all of you for making the Rochester Canoe Club the greatest sailing club in the universe.
See you on the water!
www.rochestercc.org

VOLUME VI ISSUE II

a u g u s t 2 0 1 1!

!

Page 3

WO RD S F RO M TH E V IC E
By Ralph Simpson
Last year at this time I sprinkled a little Newfoundland culture and history into my Jib Sheet article, so I figure let’s keep
the Canadian Maritime theme and sample a bit of Nova Scotia … Canada’s ocean playground off the coast of Maine.

"Ciad Mile Failte - A Hundred Thousand Welcomes."
A common Gaelic greeting (from the first Scottish settlers) for visitors to Nova Scotia.

Given time is short and Deirdre is patiently waiting for our articles, I shall borrow a little Nova Scotia history from the
following web link: http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/namerica/province/nsz.htm
Nova Scotia is no more than 130 km (87 miles) wide at
any point, thus the sea plays a major role in the lives of its
people. Nova Scotia's indigenous Algonquian people had
been living off the area's bountiful waters for thousands
of years before the first European explorers began their
navigation and exploration. With 3,809 coastal islands
and 7,579 km (4,709 miles) of shoreline ranging from
rugged and rocky headlands to serene harbors, water is at
the heart of this picturesque landscape. Nova Scotia is
also home to the Bay of Fundy, renowned for having the
world's highest tides and a finalist for the New 7 Wonders
of Nature.
The province is bordered to the west by New
Brunswick and the state of Maine in the U.S., with Prince
Edward Island and Newfoundland to the north.

Peggy’s Cove, Nova Scotia

New industries, including tourism, technology and finance have joined mainstays such as mining, fishing, agriculture and
forestry giving Nova Scotia one of the fastest growing economies in Canada. The Halifax area is also one of Canada's most
attractive places to live with above average family incomes and highly affordable real estate.
Bluenose was a Canadian fishing and racing schooner from Nova Scotia built in 1921. A celebrated
racing ship and hard-working fishing vessel, Bluenose became a provincial icon for Nova Scotia as well as
an important Canadian symbol in the 1930s. The name "bluenose" originated as a nickname for Nova
Scotians from as early as the late 18th century.
Designed by William Roué and built by Smith & Rhuland, Bluenose was launched at Lunenburg, Nova
Scotia on March 26, 1921, and christened by Audrey Marie Smith. She was built to be a racing ship
and fishing vessel. She fished scallops and other kinds of seafood, and won competitions for largest
catches of the season and similar awards.
Bluenose, under full sail, is portrayed on Canadian postage stamps from 1929, 1982, and 1988, the
Canadian dime (added in 1937), and the current Nova Scotia license plate. She (along with her Captain
Angus J. Walters) was inducted into the Canadian Sports Hall of Fame in 1955.
I grew up in Nova Scotia from age 12 to 22. The ocean, the land, the people and Nova Scotia’s very own Alexander Keith’s
India Pale Ale become a part of you. It is a beautiful place that I call home. If you get the opportunity I encourage you to
visit and sample the culture and the beauty.

Continued on next page
www.rochestercc.org
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Continued from page 3

OK, I got a little choked up there … back to RCC Vice stuff. I’ll keep it
short.
My thanks to the myriad volunteers that helped out with all the social
events, regattas, and fleet racing crash boat duties since our 2011 sailing
season started. So far, we have had many successful events, including the
Spring Banquet, Ice Breaker Party, Mother’s Day Pasta Dinner, RCC Open
House, Father’s Day Pancake Breakfast, and Fourth of July Family Fun Day.
At the banquet in April, we generated some great ideas on how to spruce
up the clubhouse; I’ll be following up on the suggestions with action plans.
Club projects like these require motivated individuals to help bring them to
fruition. So if you are excited to see a new deck/patio or other improvement
to the club, then please see me if you are able to volunteer your time!

Ryan and Andy Connelly at
Spring Banquet, Ellison Park

RCC events on the horizon:
• Brown Jug Regatta—Monday, Sep 5th. As hosts this year we need all RCC hands on deck! Prepare to volunteer …
• Clam Bake—Saturday, Sep 24th. Contact Bill Dexter & Tricia Reinhardt to help out.
• End of Season Bash—After racing on Sunday, Oct 16th. Contact me to help out.
• Year End Awards Banquet—Date to be determined (November). Send any new location and format ideas to me for
consideration.
Safety boat assignments:
Please remember to show up for your assignment. Plan on arriving around 11:30am to be
sure the boats are operating properly, the race committee boat is ready to go, and the
marks are filled with air. If for some reason you need to switch your safety boat dates with
someone else, please contact your fleet captain and me before the switch so that I can
adjust the schedule and keep track of who’s on first! Thank you!
Private Parties:
There have been plenty of them with no conflicts or major issues that I have heard about.
Thank you for taking care of our facilities and making good use of them!
If you are planning on using the RCC facilities for a larger event, contact me directly so that I can put your event on the
website calendar and eliminate double booking. You can always check ahead of time at our website to see if the date is
available, but please don’t put your own event in. Call or e-mail me first and I will log it in. Please clean up after yourself
and keep our clubhouse and grounds in good shape. Remember that a donation to the club of a minimum $2 per person
for business related parties and events is the rule. For RCC member personal parties and events of >20 people a $2 per
person donation to the club is also requested for use of the facilities.

“Sláinte!”
(A Scottish Gaelic toast meaning “health” often heard in Nova Scotia pubs, especially in the Cape
Breton highlands where Gaelic traditions and music still run strong)

~Ralph “the vice” Simpson

www.rochestercc.org
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The Clubhouse Gets a Facelift!
We are starting on some of the scheduled improvements to the clubhouse this
season. Soon you will see a dramatic change to the north side of the
clubhouse in the area of the kitchen. Below is the planned layout for the
windows in the kitchen and second floor space above the kitchen. In addition
to replacing the windows, we will also be replacing the kitchen countertops.

By Bill Dexter

Scraping and painting of the exterior of the clubhouse is also set to begin soon. Hopefully we can get these projects out of
the way quickly so that we can all enjoy the club for the remainder of the season. We will make every effort to keep the
kitchen open and serviceable during all of the work.
Everyone hosting parties this season has done an exceptional job of cleaning up after their parties. I have only one thing to
ask of those hosting a party. Please, if possible, take your returnables and recycling with you. This will save the club
money since we won’t have to get the dumpster emptied so often and Joe or I don’t need to take the recycling home
with us each week. Thanks!

www.rochestercc.org
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S UN F IS H F LEET REP O RT
It really seems like this season is flying by. The
Sunfish Fleet has had a pretty good season so far. 44
races have been run with 8 different people
qualifying right now. This is up from the number of
people qualifying last season!

By Steve Powers

This year’s North American Championships were
held at Barrington Yacht Club in Rhode Island. Out
of a fleet of 98 boats we had a lot of top finishes.
Doug Kaukeinen placed 4th in the regatta, only nine
points out of the winning spot; Mark Weider
finished 18th; Britt Kaukeinen ended up in 44th and
Joe Kaukeinen got 54th. I would like to congratulate
all who attended! You guys did the Canoe Club
proud!

This year's club regatta was held on July 9th. A few days before the regatta I got
really worried about only having a few boats because the Thistle Great Lakes were
also held that weekend. I guess I worried for no reason. We ended up getting 20
boats and some wind as well! Before lunch we had four races. The wind wasn't very
strong, but the powerboats were not out in full force yet, which made for some nice
conditions. After a quick lunch break the fleet headed back out on the water for
another four races. In the afternoon it was Britt who rocked the course. He ended
up winning three out of the four races in the afternoon, and half of the total eight
races! It wasn't long ago that I could beat him, but I think those days are quickly
coming to a close.
I would like to thank everyone who helped out with the regatta: Phyllis, Jan, and
Lynn who ran the race committee; you guys always do an awesome job! Also thanks
to Gary Skillman, Rich Connelly, John Fortunato, and David Hamilton for helping
out on crash boat. It has always amazed me how people at RCC are willing to step
forward and volunteer for regattas, so thanks to all that helped make this year’s
regatta a success!
Congratulations to Doug Kaukeinen, Britt Kaukeinen and Simon Stampe for their
first, second, and third places respectively!

www.rochestercc.org

Regatta Results
Rank
Name
1
Doug Kaukeinen
2
Britt Kaukeinen
3
Simon Stampe
4
Mark Weider
5
Jim Gindling
6
Per Stampe
7
Mike Fortner
8
Ralph Simpson
9
Joe Kaukeinen
10 Lynda Bryant
11 Bill Schmidt
12 Steve Powers
13 Rick Howett
14 Allen Orr
15 Lynne Orr
16 Chip Bayer
17 John Powers
18 Barb Harmer
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J Y 1 5 F LEET REP O RT
The 2011 JY15 sailing season at RCC is off to a great start
once again. It’s hard to believe it is August already... Where
did the time go? So allow me to recap the past months
that have made up our sailing season.

By Jeff Scott

April and May started off cold and rainy. However, we
managed to get all but one of our races in each Sunday
bundled in our foul weather gear. Fortunately, June
Winners Dan Fien
turned the corner and we were able to shed our
& Claire Brody
reservations of cold weather sailing and get down to some
serious duels. June also brought about the purchase of a
replacement JY15 RCC Charter boat. Due to the success of the previous year’s
charter program the board voted unanimously to continue this program into 2011.
There has been continued interest by some new members to take advantage of the
charter program.

Our annual RCC JY15 Regatta was held the weekend of July 16th & 17th. I
am truly humbled by the outreach of support we received to make this regatta
a success. We had a total of eight boats on the starting line each day. Weather
conditions were a bit challenging Saturday morning. The light wind dwindled,
turning out to be more of float-a-thon than
racing by the end of the morning. This was the
ONLY time I can truly say that power boat
chop saved me from floating into the mark
during a rounding. The afternoon proved to be
Guest David Castro and son team up for the JY Regatta. much better with a freshening NW thermal.
Some of us even had the unintended
opportunity to cool off and enjoy a brief swim
while righting our boats, myself and crew included. Sunday we experienced westerly breezes
that challenged the fleet’s abilities to read the shifts and offered up some exciting action on the
Alex & Estella Lofftus received
course. At the conclusion of the regatta skipper Dan Fien and crew Claire Brody wound up
boat models as Junior Awards.
taking the top prize and trophy. Congratulations to them!! Thanks to all the volunteers, mark
boat operators and Race Committee for making this regatta a great success once again!!
Looking forward in the season, the 2011 JY15 North Americans are scheduled to take place in Sag Harbor, NY (Long
Island) September 29th – Oct 2nd. Let’s consider
sending some competition from RCC downstate to
compete in this annual event. Information regarding
the regatta and housing is available on the JY15 Sailing
Association home page. Hope to see you there!!
In conclusion, we’ve had a successful season thus
far. I look forward to growing the fleet. It’s been
exciting to see many new faces take an interest in the
JY15 fleet, getting involved as both skippers and crew.
Thanks again for everyone’s continued support and I
hope to see you on the starting line in the weeks to
come.

www.rochestercc.org
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TH IS TLE F LEET REP O RT

So, try something new. That was my suggestion back in April. Easier said than done, of
course. But we have been doing our part.
Earlier this season, we got the whole Gesner family out for an afternoon of club racing.
The kids were fairly eager to go, and the day was warm, and the wind looked like it might
cooperate. We got to the race course and checked in: "Hi Grandma! Hi Phyllis!" It took
us a little while to figure out how to tack -- Eric was steering, Adam was in front, and Judy
was tacking the jib and Sara -- bringing her across the centerboard trunk with me. I have
no recollection of how we finished that first race, but I do remember that Sara was crying
when we crossed the line -- I was accidentally bumping her legs on the various cleats on
the way across the boat, and apparently people who haven't sailed for many years still
have feeling in their shins. Clearly, this wasn't working -- tears were not the desired goal.
We had a family meeting between races -- Sara wanted to go in, Adam wanted to stay
out, and Mom and Dad were trying to stay neutral. Eric came up with a new way for Sara
to tack -- "walk" behind the mainsheet cleat, holding his hand, and then re-settle on the
other side. We tried this for a few tacks, working our way toward the committee boat, and kind of started the second race
when we got there. The new technique worked so well that we finished all three races, beat a couple of boats, and all had
FUN. When asked on shore later whether the family boat did well because Sara was telling Mom what to do with the
spinnaker, she solemnly answered "No, Dad was telling Mom what to do with the spinnaker." So true, so true!

By Judy Gesner

So, life goes through phases. About 9 years ago, Eric and I were in the "double income, no kids" phase, going to 12 or 13
regattas a year, including Midwinters and Nationals. Now, we go to a handful of close-by regattas, and it generally seems more
important to pack all the toys for the kids, than to make sure we have all the boat parts! Through all the phases so far, the
Rochester Canoe Club and Thistle Fleet 46 have been there. As Thistle Fleet Captain and a member of the Board of
Governors, I'd like to help make sure that the club and the fleet are here for years to come. My goal is for the Club and Fleet
to support people through their various phases, whether it be new to sailing, regatta campaigning, family enjoyment, or the
"retirement" years.

H A RBO R MA S TER’ S REP O RT
It is August already. The time slips by quickly; October will be here before we know it.
It has been a fairly quiet summer. The water level has come up nicely and decreased the
immediate need for dredging. But we will still proceed to get estimates for dredging.
There have only been a few problems with the hoists and docks this summer. The reel
mechanism was replaced on one hoist and the hoist for the largest crash boat, which was
under sized, has been replaced with a brand new hoist. Thanks to Joe Kaukeinen, Steven
Powers, and Emilio Machado for getting the new hoist set up. We are selling the old hoist,
so if you know anyone that is interested in a 2000 lb. capable hoist have them get in touch
with Rick Howitt or Joe Kaukeinen. The price is in the $200 to $300 range.
If you have any suggestions for improvements to the harbor area please feel free to drop
me an email.

By Rick Howitt

On a totally different subject… My daughter Leslie spent the last two months doing marine
ecology research in the Galapagos with one of her professors from Brown. The subjects of
the research are sea urchins and hexaplex (a type of snail). In order to set up experiments and collect data Leslie had a total of
47 SCUBA dives. She has chronicled her experiences in a blog which can be seen here: www.waterproofpants.blogspot.com
www.rochestercc.org
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WELC O M E N EW M EM B ERS !
We have a wonderful group of new members. Congratulations to them on achieving
member status, and congratulations to all the current members who
have worked hard on the recruiting and incorporation of these
families into Canoe Club life.

By Rich Connelly
Eric

Andrew & Jenene Heyer, Lindsay(15) & Kyle (13)
This family has been very active at the Club since Boats Out Day.
Andy and Kyle were lifting and raking, while Jenene helped clean up
the clubhouse. She also brought a batch of cookies decorated with
Club Burgee or Sunfish insignia. Kyle is the driving force for sailing
and has attended the sailing school for two years. There is family
interest in crewing on JY-15 and sailing Sunfish. This family, with
Jenene's artistic talent, is very involved in the local craft shows.

Eric and Toni Baller, Kendall (17), Mitchell (15), and
Kyle
Jacob (12)
The Ballers were introduced to the Club by Dan Fien. They own
a JY-15 and two Sunfish. Even better, Eric, with friend Tim Hammer, sailed the boat
to the Club from its previous home, on the Lake. What a great start.
Dave Larson and Harriet Heller, Rina (15)
Dave has been sailing for a number of years on Warren God's
Thistle on a Crew Membership. Last year he bought his own
Sunfish and decided it was time to get a Senior Membership. He
has been very active and now brings Harriet and Rina to the
party.

Mark & Melissa Mang, Mark Jr. (12), Jacqueline
(11), & Elizabeth (9)
This winter Mark Weider sent a note saying he had met the
Mang family at Sailing School last year and they had great
potential to become
members. This year,
Melissa and kids attended
School, had a great time,
and the application came.
They have been very
active with our small army
of young people using the
beech and taking turns sailing a Sunfish.

Goldfarb Family

Jenene

Dave

Mang Family

Eleanor and David Goldfarb, Audrey (14) and Aidan (11)
After Eleanor and kids attended sailing school last year, the family decided to apply for
membership this year. They also bought a Sunfish this year from Jere Wilsey, and took more
lessons. After their maiden voyage, the most excited person might have been David, who
hadn't sailed since childhood. It was a very good day.

Continued on next page

www.rochestercc.org
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Continued from page 9

Deborah Benedetto and Deb Smith
As a potter, Deborah works at craft shows 26 weekends a year and will not be able to go racing on
many Sundays. But she has recently purchased her own Sunfish and she and Deb plan to sail
during the week. She took sailing lessons this summer and had a great time. Under other interests
are listed: rollerblading, cross country skiing, down hill skiing, biking, running, reading, and food
and wine. This sounds like one of us.
Lawrence Jones & Vera Versteeg,
Frieda (12) & Franklin (9)
This family is a neighbor of Vince
Vitale, a previous member who made
Deborah
them aware of the Club. (Thanks
Vince!) Frieda and Franklin took the
sailing class this year and Lawrence and Vera may have an interest in
doing classes next year. They are considering buying a JY-15. It would
not be a surprise to see them on a Sunfish or JY-15 this season.

Jones/Versteeg Family

Please give this group of seven new
member families a round of applause. Seek
them out at the Club, introduce yourself,
get to know them and show your
appreciation for new members.
Following is a quote from Pat Tompkins,
the previous, and most excellent,
Membership Chair:
"To all our newest members, we extend a
most hearty welcome and the hope that we
will see you often. Remember also that
summer Sundays after sailing are a great
time to socialize and meet with fellow
sailors at happy hour! --- Just bring some
munchies and a beverage of choice.
And if you don't feel like cooking Sunday
evening, plan ahead with a dish to pass and
join us for pot luck supper. RCC has great
cooks and no one ever goes hungry! "

By Bill Dexter
www.rochestercc.org
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ED ITO R’ S NO TE
The Editor Needs You!
Our club newsletter is published three times a year in
the months of April, August, and December. All members
are encouraged to contribute! Submit pictures, stories,
games, recipes, songs, race tactics, boat projects, regatta
photos,...anything you would like to share with the
membership.

Submissions should be emailed to
d13santos@yahoo.com as a Microsoft Word document (or
in Pages for Mac). Submissions for the next Jib Sheet
are due by December 1st.
~ Deirdre

Swan photos by Joe Kaukeinen

Sunfish for Sale
Good Condition
No Trailer
Asking $400 or Best Offer
Call Richard Powers
585-410-4500

While working the mark-set boat for the JY15
Regatta, Bobby Bryant finds a way to beat the heat:
A starboard-colored sun parasol! Jim Tompkins
declined to use the red counterpart, opting instead
for his floppy-brimmed hat. But it would have made
such an adorable picture.

