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From the Commodore
Hello RCC Family:
What a crazy stretch of weather we are having. Not
that I am complaining, but I can’t seem to remember
being able to get down the road to RCC so early. This
can only mean one thing...it’s time to get the boats out
of the clubhouse and start sailing. What a great time
of the year...birds are chirping, grass is greening, flowers are blooming, and the trees are budding. All this
signals the start of the 2010 Sailing/Social season at
RCC. I can’t wait to start sailing and, just as important, to see all my extended family at RCC.
The Board Of Governors has been busy at work
already this year getting budgets and dues situated,
setting some short and long term goals and welcoming new board members while saying goodbye to
others. Many thanks to past Commodore Gary
Skillman for his leadership over the last 6 years and
his assistance with tax reduction for RCC. He continues on in his leadership role as a member of the
“goose committee.” Also thanks to both Pia
Stampe and Amy Gorton for their service and time
commitment as RCC board directors. I would like
to welcome new board members: Ralph Simpson
(VC), Bill Dexter (future Rear Commodore), Gary
Fritz and Lyn Parsons (Directors). All bring numerous years of RCC experience and have personally
been involved in a variety of RCC activities such as
past Boards, clam bake, RCC sailing school, regatta
Inside this issue:
Commodore
Vice Commodore
Learn to Sail
Scuttle Series
2050 Bayshore Boulevard

◊

preparations, Brown Jug planning, and fleet captain
experience. I am truly proud of and excited about
our current board and look forward to working with
them for the 2010 season.
Some of the Board’s accomplishments thus far include budgeting for the 2010 season and establishing
2010 dues. Ralph Simpson jumped into his role of
Vice Commodore and busied himself setting up the
club schedule and safety boat assignments (along
with the fleet captains), regatta permits, winter social, and spring banquet. The Board also approved
Jim Tompkins’s “dock project” which will hopefully
alleviate some of the problems launching Thistles
from the hoist pad. We have given the club by-laws
a much needed “once over” and have proposed
changes that you all have seen included in the dues
notice. Those changes will be voted on at this
month’s BOG meeting. Thanks to Gary Fritz and
John Powers for working on those modifications.
We have approved purchase of a new engine for the
number 3 whaler (a.k.a. “Rinky Dink”). Safety is
our number one priority for our club and operational engines for our safety boats are an integral
part of that. Mike Conklin is currently working out
the details regarding the engine. The Board has approved future purchase of an additional club JY-15
sailboat. This boat will be utilized as a charter boat
for prospective/current members.
“From the Commodore” Continued on Page 2
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From the Commodore

Continued from Front Page:

With low water levels, launching continues to be an committee working very closely with the current BOG
issue, especially in the fall. Right now the water lev- and at the same time acting as a sounding board for
els have not seemed to come up yet. This seems the general membership.
odd and is a problem shared by all waterfront municipalities that have dock space and launching faI hope that this spring’s edition of the world famous
cilities. Getting a dredging permit is a time conJib Sheet finds you all in good health and excited to
suming and difficult job; we are in the final stages
get the season started. Thanks to Miss D (Deirdre)
of securing a permit to dredge the area in front of
for putting together such a wonderful Club Newsletthe hoist pad. Many thanks to Dan Fien and Mike
ter. It was nice to see many of you at the Curling
Ingham who have spearheaded this endeavor. I
experience! Great idea Ralph! As always, if you
recently signed off on the permit application and
have any ideas/concerns, please don’t hesitate to
hopefully we will get approval soon so that we have
contact the appropriate board member or myself.
some water to hoist the boats into.
As per constitution/by-laws, I have appointed the
following committees for the 2010 season: Phyllis
Kaukeinen-RC, Diane Ahlman, George Smith, Gary
Skillman-Goose, Patty Tompkins-Membership, Gary
Fritz, John Powers, Doug Kaukeinen-Constitution/
bylaws modification.
During the debate over whether to build a “new”
clubhouse or not (including the club survey), it became clear that the RCC general membership would
like to see some upgrades/improvements to our clubhouse and grounds. Many of these improvements
would be considered above and beyond general upkeep and maintenance. The past commodore and
BOG have been discussing the need for a capital improvement committee to address such upgrades. As a
Board we need to act and respond in a responsible
manner to the general membership. The basic premise is that a better maintained and perhaps updated
building and grounds will encourage more current
membership participation and ultimately increase
membership overall. So, another committee that I will
be finalizing soon is a Capital Improvement Committee. The purpose of this committee is to think about
long and short term capital improvements to RCC,
plan how to coordinate multiple improvements over
time, and work out a financial plan to pay for the improvements. The committee will focus on capital improvement ideas generated from the board as well as
the general membership and formulate action plans to
accomplish the improvement goals. This committee is
not charged with the task of general maintenance of
the clubhouse, but there may be some overlap with
maintenance needs of the clubhouse. I envision this

All my best,
Doug Kaukeinen

Welcome
New Members!
By Pat Tompkins
As the new sailing season gets under way, we already
have the pleasure of welcoming a new family into
membership:
Paul and Alissa Owens and daughter Sammie (who
just turned 2) are known to many of us. Paul joined
with his parents and siblings as a teen in 1998, participated in the junior sailing program and was active
in the family boats for several years. We are delighted to have him and his new family back, especially as owner of Thistle 3235 (acquired from Don
Naetzker). Paul says he is looking forward to his
return to RCC and skippering/crewing in Thistles.
There is a quick additional reminder as Jim and I
head south (to hopefully warm weather) for most of
April. Any new applications that may be submitted
in my absence should be sponsored by two voting
members in good standing and given to a club officer
or Mark Weider (who is also ―keeper of the keys‖)
for timely posting. We look forward to seeing everyone in May for a great new season!

April 2010

Page 3

Words From the Vice
Hello RCC Family
Since accepting this job from Doug Kaukeinen, the RCC Board of Governors and the RCC general membership I
have been busy brushing up on my vices – within legal limits. I have been working hard to ensure I am up to par
with the honorable RCC Vice Commodores that have preceded me. [Mark and Leo: That would make a good
RCC historical article – ―RCC Vice Commodores: An exploration of the critical link between sailing and personal
foibles (the softer side of vice)‖.] This job can be fun!
“It has been my experience that folks who have no vices have very few virtues”.
~ Abraham Lincoln
The 2010 sailing season is upon us and in case you missed it, our first event was the Winter Social in March
hosted by the ―other RCC‖, the Rochester Curling Club. About half of the 70+ attendees went out on the ice
to learn how to throw in-turns, out-turns, takeouts, and draws along with the proper sweeping technique to help a
rock to its target destination. My thanks to John Walsh (a member of both RCC’s) for his help in organizing this
event. I’ll let the pictures convey the fun!

Sailors gone curlin’ mad! Ian Fien releases a stone (above)
while Mike Fortner and guest Monica Gebhardt (at right) sweep
furiously. Not quite ready for the Olympics, but great fun was
had by all! Thank you Ralph, John, and the “other” RCC!

We have worked out a reciprocal agreement between the two RCC’s for this year … they host a social for the
RCC sailors during the Oct to April curling season and we host a social event for the RCC curlers during the RCC
sailing season (April to October). What a great fit! We will be hosting the RCC curling members at our RCC
Open House on Saturday June 12 with a rain date scheduled for Sat July 10th. We will need volunteers from all
three fleets to help run the open house as I expect many more participants than we have had in past years with this
special invite to our new friends from the Rochester Curling Club. If you are not heading out for the Thistle Districts that weekend then please put the open house on your calendar for 1-5pm Saturday June 12 and help introduce our guests to sailing and our Rochester Canoe Club hospitality!
Next on the agenda: RCC Spring Banquet and Bocce Tournament, Friday April 16, 5-10pm, Woodside
Lodge, Black Creek Park, North Chili (see details included on Page 8 or your e-mail in-box). Please RSVP today. If it is
after the April 9th RSVP deadline when you read this (highly probable since I am late getting this article to our
lovely Jib sheet editor) then you better call me quick with your reservation and Bocce Team name!
“Words from the Vice” Continued on Page 4
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Words From the Vice

Continued from Page 3:

Other Vice highlights for the season:
RCC 2010 Schedule —The latest revision of the schedule is attached. The Safety boat assignments highlighted in yellow are not yet finalized. Please check in with your fleet captain and myself with crash boat assignment
confirmations, conflicts or any changes now and as the season proceeds. John Powers will also post the schedule
online and update it as revisions are made available.
 Ice Breaker Party—After warm up racing on Sunday, April 25th. Volunteers contact yours truly.
 Thistle SeneCanoe @ RCC—May 22-23. Volunteers contact Chris Connelly.
 Open House—Saturday, June 12th. Many volunteers needed. Contact me.
 Sunfish Upstate Regatta—June 26-27. Contact Steve Powers to help out.
 Family Fun Day—Saturday, July 3rd. Pirates needed—arrrrrgh! Coordinator TBD.
 TBD Rain date Open House--Saturday July 10. Volunteers contact me.
 JY-15 Regatta—July 17-18. Contact Rick Gammons to help out.
 Brown Jug @ NYC—Monday, September 6. Contact me to help out.
 Thistle Fall Frontier Regatta—Sept. 11-12. Contact Chris Connelly to help out.
 Clam Bake—Saturday, Sept. 25. Coordinator TBD.
 End of Season Bash—After racing on Sunday, October 10. Contact me to help organize this event.
 Awards Banquet—Date to be determined (November). Send any new location and format ideas to me for
consideration.


Safety boat assignments
The fleet captains and I have been working very hard to organize the ―crash boat‖ schedule for the year. In order
for races to run smoothly it is imperative for you to remember to show up for your assignment. Plan on arriving
around 11:30-12 PM to be sure that the boats are operating properly, the committee boat is ready to go, and the
marks are filled with air. If for some reason you need to switch your safety boat dates with someone else, please
contact your fleet captain and me before the switch so that I can adjust the schedule and keep track of it.
Private Parties
If you are planning on using the RCC facilities, contact me directly so that I can put your event on the website calendar and
eliminate double booking. You can always check ahead of time
at our website to see if the date is available, but please don’t put
our own event in. Call or e-mail me first and I will enter it in.
Please clean up after yourself and keep our clubhouse and
grounds in good shape. Remember that a donation to the club of
a minimum $2 per person for business related parties and
events is the rule. For RCC member personal parties/events
greater than 25 people, a donation to the club is encouraged for
use of the facilities.
That completes this edition of Words from the Vice …
See you on the water!
Ralph ―the vice‖ Simpson

Oh, Canada! Vice Commodore (and “skip” in this
photo) gives his team members their target aim and
curling direction.
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JUNIOR SAILING WITH THE BOSS
By Mark Weider

The Junior Sailing Program enters its 16th season this summer with three full weeks of tack and jibe.
This year you get to be taught by the COMMODORE himself!! How many clubs offer that?
The program dates are as follows:
Session 1 Junior Beginner

June 28 - July 2

8:30am – 12:00pm

Session 1 Junior Intermediate

June 28 – July 2

1:00pm - 4:00pm

Session 2 Adult Beginner

July 5 – July 9

8:30am – 12:00pm

Session 2 RACE CLINIC

July 5 – July 9

1:00pm – 4:00pm

Session 3 Junior Beginner

July 12 – July 16

8:30am – 12:00pm

Session 3 Junior Intermediate

July 12 – July 16

1:00pm – 4:00pm

We are all about the fun and freedom of learning how to sail. Juniors start at 8 years of age. The Race
Clinic is open to anyone that is ready to work on things like boat speed, tactics and starts. The Adult
Beginner is always fun because it is usually full of people that are ready to try something new. Adult Beginner is also very civilized (we often start the day with classical music and coffee on a beautiful sunny
morning).
Registration forms are available at the RCC website under the 2010 Learn to Sail Program. The cost is
$165 per session with deductions for RCC members, multiple sessions and use of your own boat. There
is an informational meeting on Monday June 7th at 6:30pm at the clubhouse to meet the instructors
and answer questions.
So talk it up out there! Tell your neighbors, relatives, co-workers, and crew – sign up early because we
do fill up. This year should be fabulous because we had enough rain and thunderstorms last year to last
a decade.
For more information contact Mark Weider at 585-479346 or mweider1@rochester.rr.com
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A New Bay Boating Tradition ?
A spoof by Leo Balandis
A new tradition may be in the making on Irondequoit Bay between the Newport Yacht Club and Rochester Canoe Club to complement the Brown Jug Race that has been held between the clubs since 1952. In
1981, the 100 year anniversary of RCC,
that club's committee boat sank. Older
members say that this event will likely be
repeated in the next 100 years in the
course of ups and downs on the Bay. It is
hoped that the committee boat will not
have to be replaced again as it was in 1981.
Not to be outdone, Newport YC sank its
committee boat, a 25 Ft. sailboat dubbed
"Doc Mac", in 2008. However, the Newport event was conducted cautiously at its
launching ramp rather than in the middle of
Abandon ship! The 1981 RCC committee boat going under.
the Bay as RCC did, and only as a warm-up
to its 100 year anniversary anticipated in 2036. "That gives us plenty of time to do this right, and to dry
out the boat" say Newport officials. Names for the new tradition are being tossed around at the two
clubs, with "Bay Bottoms Up" favored over the "Bay Scuttle Series". A permanent trophy will be established, after
the divers recover it.
No agreement has been reached on the rules, or how to
get any permits that may be required from the Coast
Guard, Sheriff, and other Monroe County regulators on
the Bay. It has been stated that although the usual sailboat
race permit may not apply, NY State's DEC may find
something to regulate on their books. Since neither club
intends to abandon ship, salvage rights will not be available.
Both clubs strongly aver that any committee boat of theirs
that goes to the bottom of the Bay will not be left there
indefinitely, and will be clearly marked with a red flag and
on navigation maps as a historic shipwreck until removed.

Save the rum! Newport’s “Doc Mac” in the drink.

2010 RCC SCHEDULE Rev. 4April2010
DAY DATE

SAILING/ACTIVITIES/
SOCIAL

RACING
This SF

Sat

Winter Social @ RCC
20-Mar
(curling)

Social

Fri

16-Apr Spring Banquet

Social

THISTLE
Mark Boat

SUNFISH
Mark Boat

JY15
Mark Boat

----

----

----

----

----

----

0

-------

-------

0
0

Colgan 1
Howitt 1

Simpson 2

Casto 1

Scott 2

2

Armstrong 2

2

JY

---Sat 17-Apr Boats Out - Work Day - ALL WORK DAY: ALL
---Sat 24-Apr Work Day - ALL
WORK DAY: ALL
Sun 25-Apr Ice Breaker Party
Practice
Hamilton 1
Sun 2-May
Spring
Tompkins 3
Sun 9-May Mother's Day
Spring
Hamilton 1
Sun 16-May

Spring

Sat 22-May Thistle SeneCanoe @ RCC
Sun 23-May Thistle SeneCanoe @ RCC

Regatta
Regatta

Sun 30-May

Stehle 2

----

----

2

Spring

Bryant 3

Gorton 1

2

Connolly 3

Fortner 1

2

6-Jun

Spring

Sun 13-Jun

Social
Spring

Dexter 3

Sun 20-Jun Father's Day

Spring

Owens 3

Sun 27-Jun Sunfish Upstate Regional

----

Sat

3-Jul Family Fun Day

Sun

4-Jul

Sat

10-Jul

Sun

11-Jul

1

Regatta
Regatta

----

----

Sun
Sun

18-Jul JY15 Annual Regatta
25-Jul

----

----

Sun

1-Aug

Summer

Sun

8-Aug

Summer

----

2
0
Jerman 2
God 3

Summer

Muir 1

Summer

Bradburn 3

Sun 29-Aug

Fall

Sun

5-Sep

Fall

Mon

6-Sep Brown Jug @ NYC

25-Sep Clam Bake @ RCC

Sun 26-Sep
Wed 29-Sep RCC Annual Meeting
Sun

3-Oct

Weiner 1

2

2
Rutner 1
Smith 2
Ingham 3

Summer

Sat

2

2

Sun 22-Aug

Sun 19-Sep

Rozella 2

1

Sun 15-Aug

Sun 12-Sep Thistle Fall Frontier @ RCC

2

Regatta
Regatta

17-Jul JY15 Annual Regatta

11-Sep Thistle Fall Frontier @ RCC

J. Powers 1

2
2

Social
Summer

Sat

Sat

Morse 2

----

Social
Summer

rain date Open House for RCC
(curling)

2

2

12-Jun Open House

----

2

----

Sat

26-Jun Sunfish Upstate Regional

0

----

Sun

Sat

MARK
BOATS
REQ'D

Gesner 3

Stampe 1

Germanow 2

2

Westesson 2

2

Martin 1
S Powers 1
Wanek 1
Orr 2

2
Lofftus 2

2
2

Gammons 2

Bogumil 1

2
2
2

Fun Time - ALL
Regatta
Regatta

----

----

2

----

----

2

Fall
Social
Fall
Meeting
Fall

Sun 10-Oct End of Season BASH
Fall
Sat 16-Oct Boats In - Work Day - ALL
WORK DAY: ALL
Sun 17-Oct Sunfish Frostbite series begins
Sat
TBA Year End Banquet/Awards
Social

Fritz 2

Fein 3

2
0

Weider 3

2

Harmer 1

0
Kaukeinen 3
Gates 3

Walsh 1
Naetzker 1

Fortunato 1

2
2
0
0
0

ROCHESTER CANOE CLUB
ANNUAL SPRING BANQUET
AND BOCCE TOURNAMENT - 2010

You are cordially invited to kick off the 2010 Sailing Season! Please spread the word and invite the entire family,
prospective members, friends and co-workers. Let’s showcase the RCC family and tradition!
When:
Where:
Time:
Food:
Cost:
RSVP:
Menu:

Friday, April 16th, 2010
Woodside Lodge (with playground), Black Creek Park
3835 Union Street, North Chili
5:00 – 10:00 PM, Bocce Tournament 6-7pm, dinner served at 7:00 PM
Wilshire catering, beverages provided
$15 for adults, $8 for kids 6-12, $0 for kids 5 and under
By Friday April 9, 2010 to Ralph Simpson with payment.
Chef Salad w/dressing
Italian meatballs w/sauce
Baked ziti w/sauce
Italian sausage w/peppers & onions
Oven browned potatoes
Dinner rolls & butter
Baked marinated chicken

RCC Bocce Tournament Info:

Please contact me if you can bring a Bocce ball set.

Open Bocce rules, first team with 11 points wins. See details on next page.
Please fill in and return the enrollment sheet on page 2 if you want to lead a team (2 to 4 players per
team)

For more information about Black Creek Park, including the lodge and directions, please follow this link:
http://www.monroecounty.gov/parks-blackcreek.php

So that we have an accurate count for the caterer and beverages, reserve your spot by April 9 th, 2010!
Please fill out the RSVP form on page 2 and return it along with your check made out to:
Ralph Simpson
126 Elmore Road.
Rochester, NY 14618

442-7455 or Ralph.simpson@xerox.com

Open Bocce

Bocce Balls and Pallino

1. Secure a set of bocce balls, a place to play, and two teams of players (2, 3, or 4 players per team).
2. Toss a coin or otherwise select who will play first.
3. The team that wins the coin toss pitches the pallino and then rolls the first bocce ball, trying to draw as near
as possible to the pallino. All balls in the round (by both teams) are thrown from behind a “foul” line established
by the first player throwing the pallino.

4. The starting team stands aside and does not bowl again until the opposing team gets one of their bocce balls
closer to the pallino (“IN”) or runs out of bocce balls.

5. Play proceeds in this manner, observing the nearest ball rule. The team with the nearest ball (“IN”) stands
aside and waits until such time that the other team (“OUT”) has the nearest ball or has used up all its balls in the
attempt. Remember - the team that is “out” plays - the team that is “in” delays.

6. After both teams deliver all balls, the frame or round is over. Score one point for each ball that is closer to
the pallino than the closest ball of your opponent.

7. The team that scores the point(s) starts the next frame by rolling the pallino and the first bocce ball.
8. Games are to be played to 11 points. First team that reaches 11 points wins the game.
9. Balls can be tossed underhand or overhand, through the air or bowled along the ground.
10. Think ahead - like chess. Possible strategies include knocking an opponent's ball out of scoring position, redirecting the pallino to a new position, and leaving a ball in front of the pallino to block your opponent's attempt.
Have fun, play safe!!

(Detach here)
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Name_________________________________________
Yes, I want to organize and enter a Bocce Ball Team. Team Name: _____________________________
Number of adults (over 12) attending

______

X

$15

=

______

Number of children 6-12 attending

______

X

$8

=

______

Number of children 5 and under attending

______

X

$0

=

______

Total enclosed =

______

Names of any guests that you have invited__________________________________
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Spring into Sailing
Unscramble each
of the clue words.
Copy the letters in
the numbered cells
to other cells with
the same number to
finish the puzzle.

Editor’s NotE
The Jib Sheet is published three times a year in the months of April, August, and December.
Submissions for the August edition of the Jib Sheet should be emailed as a Microsoft Word attachment to
d13santos@yahoo.com by August 1st.

