
After 56 years, the third clubhouse - built around 1900 and occupied by RCC since 1914 - 
was feeling the ill effects of its poor location in the path of an overflowing creek at the 
bottom of a 150 foot deep valley. Norman Galusha, VP of the railroad that built Sea 
Breeze in 1879, had bought the land in 1873 for $1050 as a speculation in the Bay Boom 
he knew was coming. However, he never built anything here, and died in 1895 leaving 
Hiram Edgerton and William Bowman as executors. Edgerton, Rochester mayor 1908-
1921, at that time was a lumber dealer, contractor, speculator in Bay waterfront property 
(south of Galusha to Point Lookout), notable water sportsman in rowing and sailing, and 
later operator of steamboats on the Bay and Lake. He kept his yacht, Medora, at Newport 
House on the Bay, near RCC in its second clubhouse. 

A major economic depression was in progress after 1893 which dampened waterfront real 
estate sales, leading Edgerton to expedite the transfer of the Galusha property to his 
daughter Bertha for $1050, the same price paid 22 years earlier! This transaction was 
noted in a release of future claim by Galusha’s heirs when RCC bought the property in 
1914. Sometime between 1896 and 1903, Edgerton built a house and had Bertha sell it for 
$4,000 to the Irondequoit Land and Improvement Company, Hiram Edgerton President, 
whose stockholders were also members of the Sawennishat Canoe Club which he had 
founded. That club was like RCC and the Irondequoit Canoe Club i.e. competing in ACA 
type events. The remodeled building, as it appeared in 1918, had an immense veranda on 
two sides, dormitories for men and women, showers and toilets, and a spacious dining 
room and kitchen. Running water was provided from a spring. The ground floor was 
dedicated to boat storage with ample accommodations for all 30 members’ boats. 

RCC, under Commodore T. Howerth Thompson, acquired this property, which included 
about 5 acres (stated as 7 or 8 acres, more or less) and an estimated 196 ft. of waterfront 
after the second clubhouse at Newport Point burned, destroying all boats stored in the 
building. That land was leased, so RCC was left with nothing but its name. The acquisition 
was enabled by Simon Stein, who obtained an option to buy the property for $4,550, then 
loaned RCC the money to exercise the option. Without Simon’s initiative, it is unlikely 
that the Club would be here today, particularly since World War I  broke out a few 
months later. No other club on the Bay from that time exists today. It took a few years for 
the Club to gradually restore itself to about 30 members, which was deemed the limit of 
the facility. Boat fleets in the 1920’s through the 1940’s were comprised of the Lark, Sail-
ing Dinghy, Comet, and K-Boat, all two person boats. Sailing canoes were gone, having 
over-developed themselves out of existence. 
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4th Clubhouse continued on Page 5 



I find myself writing from Montana again this August but 
hopefully I will only miss one Sunday of sailing this time.  
The sailing has again been difficult with few days of steady 
thermals thus far.  In spite of this, three successful regattas 
have been held with credits to the outstanding race commit-
tees to be found at RCC. 
 
Leo Balandis has asked to step down as club historian at 
the Brown Jug Derby on September 7th.  Leo has been 
working hard to organize the records and complete reports 
on various aspects of the club history to ease the transfer of 
the files, pictures, and trophies to the incoming historian, 
Mark Weider.  Leo has done a wonderful job of searching 
and verifying facts to recover early club history and his work 
is invaluable to preserving the standing of RCC as one of 
the oldest one-design racing clubs in the world.   

 
The Clubhouse ad-hoc committee of Frank Colgan, Rich Connelly, Doc Gates, Don Naetzker, 
Gary Skillman, and Jere Willsey have worked hard to prepare several proposals to update or re-
pair the clubhouse.  Several questions remain in most members’ minds with cost being the fore-
most.  A finance committee consisting of Rick Gammons, Don Naetzker, and Kate Weider has 
been formed to explore options of financing and impact of taxes on membership dues.  There is a 
discussion thread around financing on the Members Only forum on the club web site.  There are 
two basic components to the cost impact; financing the work and increased tax burden.  The cur-
rent building is assessed at about 12% of the property value and this could increase to about 28 
% for Doc’s proposal to 36% for Don’s proposal resulting in about 7% to 12% increase in dues at 
the current membership and saving levels.  Recall that the club has experienced a 300% increase 
in tax burden with little impact on membership level.  We have been saving about 5% of dues 
each year to build the $50,000 repair find plus have accumulated about $15,000 above the safe 
level of cash on hand.  This savings rate is equivalent to financing the 50,000 over 30 years and 
could be used to reduce the impact on dues.  These numbers are only my estimates; verification 
and further details are to be worked out by the finance committee. 

FROM THE COMMODORE 
Kevin Lofftus 
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FROM THE VICE 
Doug Kaukeinen 

Hello RCC Family- 
 
Just got back from a fantastic trip to the Thistle Nationals at Westport, CT along with 6 other boats from RCC!  That 
represents 7/84 = 8.3% of the total boats in attendance.  Steve Powers along with Jordan Garbarino and Dana Weider 
sailed in his first Thistle Nationals in Murray Russell’s long time boat!  This is quite an accomplishment for RCC and we 

should be very proud to be one of the largest and strongest fleets in the entire nation.  
Even though our team of myself, Jimmy Gindling (Commodore of Seneca Yacht 
Club), and THE “Deirdre Girl” did not quite measure up at this particular light air 
regatta, we had a blast.  Since we didn’t have enough of light air sailing, Jimmy and I 
left Westport at 7 am on Saturday morning, ventured over the Throgs Neck Bridge to 
Long Island to sail in the Sunfish downstate regional at Moriches Yacht Club on Sat-
urday and Sunday.  We got back at 1 am on Monday morning traveling through vi-
cious thunderstorms on Sunday.  All in all, it was a great vacation and one that I hope 
more RCCer’s will consider for next year at North Cape Yacht Club in late July.   
 
Back here at RCC, we certainly have had 
an outstanding sailing and social season 

so far at the club despite all the rain we have had.   Let’s review some of the 
highlights together……………………. 

 
The Spring Banquet was on April 17th at Black 
Creek Park.  It’s one of the nicest pavilions we have 
been at and the location along the creek was very 
nice.  The meal was catered by Wilshire once again.  
What a great way to fire up the new sailing season 
along with friends we hadn’t seen for a while! 
 
The Ice Breaker Party, hosted by Deirdre Santos 
and myself on April 26th was a huge success.  After some experimenting, I think we got the punch 
bowl mixtures just right.  Thanks to all who brought down a delicious appetizer.  

 
The now annual Mother’s Day Spaghetti Dinner was a huge success on May 10th.  Thanks to all the “Guys” who 
helped cook the pasta, organize the tables, serve the food, and clean up.  Thanks to the pooling of member cookware, we 
didn’t even have to use the Mark Weider method of heating up sauce in the coffee maker! 
 
The RCC Open House and wine tasting on Saturday June 20th was somewhat disappointing due to 
the rain all day and lack of wind.  However, the RCC family once again gelled together to host a suc-
cessful event.  We still had about 6 people/families show up to learn about the club and what we are 
all about.  Thanks to all the members who helped clean the club, invited friends and coworkers, 
waited on the rain to try and take people for a sail, and brought down munchies and wine that day.  
Open House is a lot of work and the key to success is advertising the event online, in the newspaper 
and, most importantly, by word of mouth.  The benefit is new memberships and more people taking 
the learn-to-sail program. 
 
We may have started a new tradition of Father’s Day Pancake Breakfast this year on June 21st.   I 
think Bill Dexter had the original idea and was heard saying, “If the Mom’s can have their spaghetti 
dinner, why can’t the guys have their own breakfast?”  The Club was more popular that IHOP that 
Sunday! 

Vice Commodore continued on Page 4 

Wiseguys: Kate, Tricia, Lyn, & 
Mark at Thistle Nat’ls Mafia Night. 

Smile: Sue, Tricia, & Kate at Spring Banquet. 
Pass Complete: Andy 
plays football at Black 
Creek Park. 

Service with a 
Smile: Rich serves up  
a mean sausage link. 
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Vice Commodore continued from Page 3:  
The infamous Family Fun Day was on the 4th of July.  The Gesner’s, Gorton’s, Groff’s, and Stehle’s combined forces 
to organize an awesome event.  This year’s was well attended compared to last year, so let’s keep this puppy going!  Pi-
rates Doug, Mike and Deirdre made another appearance and Pirate Chris finally lived his life-long dream, assisting in 
the pirate abduction drama.  Cabin Boy Britt did a great job of walking the plank and escaping his pirate captors, then 
leading the youngsters to the pirate booty!  I see Broadway potential Britty boy. 

RCC will be hosting the annual Brown Jug Regatta this year.  It will be on Labor Day, Monday, September 7th.  I will 
place sign up sheets at our club and at Newport Yacht Club.  I will need Race Committee as well as crash boat volun-
teers so give me a shout if interested.  We also need to provide appetizers and drinks for the awards program after rac-
ing at RCC.  Lyn Parsons has stepped up and is creating all the awards this year.  Please plan on being part of this race 
and/or the social time afterwards.  I will send out a flyer via e-mail in the not-to-distant future. 
 
The Clam Bake will be Saturday, September 26th.  The Dexter’s will run another world famous event again this year.  
The flyer/registration will be sent out shortly.  Please be kind and sign up and pay early, so that Bill can organize a terri-
fic event.  Also, I know that it takes a lot of work, so please let him know if you can help out.  
 
The End of Season Bash is scheduled for Sunday, October 11th after racing.  This is a time to celebrate a fantastic year 
of sailing.  Please mark your calendars and plan on bringing down one of your favorite hors d’oeuvres.  As usual, drinks 
will be provided.  I am looking for a volunteer or volunteers to help organize and run this event.  Please contact me if 
interested. 
 
The Fall Banquet is not officially set.  I will put together a flyer in the near future, so be on the lookout.  I am still 
planning a more formal gathering for this banquet; a time to recognize all of the sailing accomplishments of the year. 
 
RCC Private Parties 
This could have been a record for private parties this year…..why wouldn’t you want to?  Thanks for contacting me 
directly so that I can put your event on the website calendar and eliminate double booking.   So far, we haven’t had any 
mix ups!  It’s amazing how utilized the club is and as always, thanks for cleaning the place up after yourself.  Non-family 
parties (ie work, business, etc) are expected to make a donation of $2 per person (payable to the purser, Kate Weider). 
 
Safety Boats 
I think the races have been running very smoothly because of our volunteer race committee as well as the safety boat 
operations.  If you still need to switch duties remember to first try to find a replacement and then contact me with any 
changes. 
 
As my tenure as Vice-Commodore is winding down, I often reflect on what a truly amazing group of people we have at 
RCC and what a fantastic organization we are.  We are what we have been, were meant to be, and will continue to 
be………..a One-Design Sailboat Racing Club, a place where families meet to sail, socialize, and relax on our beautiful 
piece of property on Irondequoit Bay. 
 
See you on the water.               ~ Doug 

Family Fun Day: Tom Groff runs all the kids through the obstacle course (before he and John Gorton take their 
turns!). Adam Gesner gets in character for the 2nd annual Pirate Adventure and Treasure Hunt, while Pirates Doug, 
Mike, and Chris torture Cabin Boy Britt. 
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The shortcomings of the building’s location became evident in the 1930’s when periodic creek overflows led to founda-
tion damage, to the extent that Commodore Edward V. Schlottman wrote the Town of Irondequoit in 1935 claiming 
“serious damage to Club property in excess of $1200 due to improperly drained storm water beginning from Ridge 
Road,” followed by a lawsuit. No permanent solution emerged; building and road development on the ridge continued to 
accelerate erosion and flooding in the valley. By the 1950’s, 
women were fearful of entering the building; it was so tilted 
that a ball would roll from one wall to another. Lack of 
funds and poor maintenance in the war years had further 
undermined the building’s condition, and there were vandal-
ism, break-ins, boats set adrift and even arson to contend 
with. So by 1955 Commodore Bob Johnson came to the 
conclusion that “the present clubhouse had reached a stage 
of deterioration that further maintenance was uneconomic, 
and it was a fire hazard when unattended.” That was the 
coup de grace. Mind you, this was not a case of whether we 
could patch it up for a few more years. The membership en 
masse wanted it to go, but was aware that anything com-
pletely new on a Canoe Club budget would be simpler and 
more utilitarian than the style of the third clubhouse. Hence, 
a Long Range Planning Committee was started with George 
Angle as chairman to investigate the possibilities. 

 
At the start of 1955, the Club’s budget was $2,000 with $504 in the bank. A looming expenditure was the purchase of the 
180 ft. northeast shoreline, in fitful progress for years, but now deemed essential to the Club’s plans. For the clubhouse, 
money would be set aside from the operating budget, and members would be asked to make a pledge over 3 years, at 
$100/year.  There were 70 members in 1957, mostly new since the war, with 25 Thistles and 15 other boats in 9 different 
classes. This was the WWII generation, returning to raise families, build houses, buy cars, and release pent-up consumer 
demand, but FRUGALLY. The worst year of the Great Depression was still a vivid memory from 25 years ago. After 
considering and rejecting metal buildings, the committee recommended a 28X60 one story concrete block building with 
the potential for a second story in the future. Cost was estimated at $10,935, including $2,000 for site preparation and 
$1,000 for the septic tank and water system, and this was presented to the Club at the April 1956 banquet. (Multiply dol-
lars in this report by 7.8 to estimate inflated value in 2009.) Art Arms, First VP of the Thistle Class Association and Bag-
pipe editor, was at the banquet by invitation of our Marsden Tuthill, Fleet 46 co-founder and secretary-treasurer of TCA. 
Art’s report of that event in the Bagpipe is included on page 7.   
 

The membership voted strongly for the proposal, and site 
preparation and fund raising began immediately. Outright do-
nations were preferred over debt sales to members, and actual 
amounts were to be kept strictly confidential. The septic tank 
would be installed in 1956, followed by the foundation, walk-
ways, and roof in 1957, with completion in 1958. Early in 
1957, a new, different type of steel building of better quality 
than previously considered was found by Paul Friedrich that 
offered 50% more space (40X60) for under $4700. It would 
have space for a caretaker’s quarters, larger kitchen facility, a 
balcony, and more lockers. With short notice to act, the Board 
went ahead and bought it without asking for another member-
ship vote. The members agreed it was a good idea anyway. 
Steel erection and the foundation slab were done profession-
ally, while members bolted on the steel sides and roof, closing 
in the building by Memorial Day. (More of the steel work was 
actually done professionally, leading to higher cost). 

4th Clubhouse continued from Page 1: 

4th Clubhouse continued on Page 6 

1954: Photograph of the third clubhouse in.  Note the 
building sagging on the right front corner. 

1956: Drawing of the proposed clubhouse completed by 
architect Charlie Northrup.  



 
Money now was tight at the Club after excavation and grading costs, and the unplanned expenditure of $1500 for the 
northeast shoreline purchase which was finally negotiated by Marsden Tuthill. Pledge payments would be accelerated by a 
year, but it was decided to get a new mortgage to pay off the old one and get new funds to finish the building. The Club 
agreed to a 10 year 6% note for $7,000, but the bank insisted that sufficient members agree to personally buy back the  
mortgage if the Club were to be in default for 30 days; onerous terms even by today’s standards. So, on Dec. 29, 1957, at 
the old clubhouse for the last time, twenty-three members signed on to do that in a special meeting. The third clubhouse 
was then torn down, wood burned, foundation filled and graded. 
 
After a great spring banquet in 1958 at RYC (choice of whitefish, turkey, or Virginia ham for $3.25) it was full speed 
ahead to adequately finish the building before any Club racing would occur under new Commodore Bob Summerhays. 
Everybody was organized into work groups of 4 or 5 men to finish the interior. Seventeen projects were organized from 
interior tranching to electrical finishing. Will Libby was the building superintendent, Harry Essley his assistant, and Marty 
Gates landscaper and Jib Sheet editor. Few had any expertise at their assignment, but they got it done anyway. The sched-
ule was very tight, with many projects unable to start until another was finished. Men came after work and stayed till 
11PM every day and weekends from boats out April 13 to June 7, using lanterns until temporary lighting was available. 
Nobody got injured, but George Angle had a close call when he pitched headfirst off the balcony and landed on his feet. 
It all got done, with the necessary approvals for electrical and plumbing work. Water, however, was still piped from the 
crude natural spring drainage pit on the north hillside, as it was for the third clubhouse. Potable water under pressure 
would not be available until 1969. When people refer to “something in the water” those early Canoe Clubbers knew what 
that meant. They drank that water! 
 
The Club finally went sailing again on June 8, 1958. Two more major items remained to complete the Club as it was: a 
small tripod boat hoist donated by several members, and a large patio on the east side, whose concrete blocks were said to 
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4th Clubhouse continued from Page 5: 

4th Clubhouse continued on Page 7 

1957: Photograph of the RCC waterfront with the third clubhouse, fourth clubhouse building underway. 
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have come from a silo in Webster. Some of those blocks now reside in the Bay as the remains of a jetty to hold back 
sand flow. Except for the basic steel shell, what you see now is not exactly what members saw in 1958; there have been 
many internal and external remodeling efforts of varying magnitude, always member-inspired and implemented without 
too much controversy, but it is still what it was: a steel warehouse that we call our clubhouse. 

 
 
This article would not have been possible except for Harry Essley 1914-2000, RCC member 1952-1982, associate to 
1985. He saved a large packet of material documenting the planning and construction of the fourth clubhouse while he 
was assistant superintendent, and gave that to me in 1995. Thanks, Harry; you were the right stuff.    ~ Leo B.  

          RCC Historian 1994-2009 

4th Clubhouse continued from Page 6: 

1958: Photograph of the fourth clubhouse, with automobile in the driveway (much like it often is today). 

2001: The fourth RCC clubhouse as we know and love it. 
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I figured Westport, Connecticut  has their “Thistle Mafia”.  So 
what?  We have the Rochester area “Rock Stars”. 
 
On June 13-14 RCC hosted the Niagara Frontier Districts with 
23 thistles in attendance. Phyllis and her crew did their usual 
terrific job of Race Committee and had to deal with a strange 
northeast wind.  For a while there it seemed we were going to 
have our own version of an “Around the Island Race”. The 8 
race series was won handily by Mike Ingham (who gave a 
clinic on Friday that seemed to continue on Saturday and Sun-
day), followed by Doug Kaukeinen, Eric Gesner, John Baker 
and visitor Dave Hansen. Does this group seem familiar? 

THISTLE DISTRICT  
CHAMPIONSHIP 

By Mark Weider 

This text is from the 1956 Bagpipe.  It 
was written by Art Arms, First Vice 
President of the Thistle Class Associa-
tion and Bagpipe editor, after attend-
ing the 1956 RCC Spring Banquet.   

Haarstick Rocks: Don Stehle with crew Jonas 
Kelly & Heidi Jones lookin’ good at Thistle Districts. 

Thistle Districts continued on Page 13 
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So, the sailing conditions were less than optimal at Westport, but nothing 
could stand in the way of RCC members having a good time! Tuesday 
night at Thistle Nationals was “Mafia Night” at Cedar Point Yacht Club, 
and RCC was out in full force.  Some people completed their wardrobes 
with quick trips to Wal-Mart, and others by borrowing some “oldie but 
goodies” from years past; the 
infamous 44DD-Tompkins-bra 
from a past RCC Halloween 
Awards Banquet made a reap-
pearance! 

THISTLE NATIONALS: MAFIA NIGHT 
By Deirdre Santos 

Kate “the Black Widow” Weider with 
“Dangerous” Dana and “Tantalizing” Tracy 

Sue Rose “titillates” on the dance floor, 
while Mark  sleeps with the fishes. Brass-Knuckle Bill Bradburn 

“Yoo tawkin’ uh me???” 

Bada-Bill Dexter and 
“Trampalicious” Trish  
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This year’s RCC Sailing School went off without a hitch – except for the regular afternoon thunderstorms.  
This program that was started by Doug Kaukeinen and Mike Fortner has run for 15 years and is still going 
strong.  I took over for Mike 4 years ago when Mike started giving lessons in his home pool. This year, we 
had a new logo designed by Lyn Parsons which looked great on the blue shirts.  Thanks Lyn!   

 
 This year we had a total of 22 junior beginner sailors, 24 interme-
diate sailors and 6 Adult beginners over the course of three 
weeks. Several of these sailors have come back year after year 
and we’ve seen little tykes advance each year into very competent 
skippers.  One of my best days was sailing around the Bay with a 
beginner in a Pram.  These little guys can be very chatty once 
they relax! 
 
While the Adult Beginner session was down in enrollment (last 
year it was packed), the Race Clinic proved to be the hot session 
this year.  There were 16 sailors in the Race Clinic and the coolest 
thing was the number 
of female skippers:  

Lynda Bryant, Deirdre 
Santos, Lynn Orr, Lyn 
Parsons (navy seal), 

Katie Harmer, and Caitlyn Garbarino all showed they are race 
rough and ready.  It was one of the best Race Clinics ever due to 
the larger numbers, Ralph Simpson’s video feeds, and the ability 
to take and show photos and videos of the participants. 
 
We were very proud of all the racers. One of the highlights was 
watching the formerly tentative Lynne Orr overcome some old 
fears and get up on the starting line.  She was actually OVER 
EARLY at a start!  She showed such improvement, but now Allen 

wants a pro-
gram refund 
because 
Lynne is beating him more often on Sundays!  We are 
looking forward to a great Sunfish frostbiting season. 

Thanks to our Junior Instructors: Steven Powers, Jordan 
Garbarino, Liz Ingham, Katie Harmer, Carrie Kane, and 
Caitlyn Garbarino who helped out and were ready to 
make sure that everyone had fun. 
 
Just like in past years, we continue to get positive reac-
tions to our emphasis on fun and our location which re-
sults in several new members to the club.  Thanks for all 
the cooperation from RCC members throughout these 

busy weeks.  It may disrupt the flow of the club during the 
week, but it is well worth it. 

SAILING SCHOOL 2009: Another Success! 
By Mark Weider 

 

OCS?: Lynne Orr going fast at Race Clinic. 

Put this on the video: Ralph Simpson hiking his Sunfish 
flat at the Race Clinic. 

Dynamic Duo: Katie Harmer and Caitlyn Gar-
barino served as junior instructors for the Be-
ginner/Intermediate sessions, as well as Race 
Clinic participants. 
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SUNFISH DAGGERBOARD REPAIR 
By Joe Kaukeinen 

One problem with the new daggerboards is that they have a tendency to crack across the tip 
where the reinforcing, metal rods end.  Figure 1 shows a photo of one such crack.   
 

A repair was made by first 
forcing epoxy into the crack, 
duct taping the bottom side to 
prevent run out, and then 
clamping it into a constraining 
jig as shown in Figure 2. West 
system epoxy was used 
throughout the operation.  
 

After an overnight room temperature cure and still in the jig, 
two channels about 3/16” 
deep were cut across the crack with a Dremel tool (Figure 3).  
 
Two serrated steel rods were epoxied in the channels. Again 
after an overnight cure, both 
sides were sanded (Figure 
4).  
 
 
 
 

 
Finally, white Rustoleum plastic paint was sprayed on and wet 
sanded (Figures 5, 5a).   

Fig. 5a 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
By Pat Tompkins 

With the current season well underway, it is good to report that RCC has welcomed several 
new members. 
 
SEAN HAMILTON:  Sean called in early spring to say he had acquired an old Thistle to refur-
bish, was interested in the club, advice and maybe some spare parts.  He now also has Thistle 
2653 which was rescued from the RCC back lot and deemed in better shape for restoration.  
Already, Sean has helped out several times on race committee by driving a safety boat, and we 
hope to see him some day sailing his new old Thistle. 
 
JEFF & LINDA SCOTT, AIDEN (5), AUBREY (1):  This family was introduced to RCC by Jeff’s 
sister, Lynda Bryant.  Jeff has already sailed in the JY-15 as skipper and crew, participated in 
the club’s JY Regatta and is acquiring a Sunfish.  They were all enthusiastic participants in our 
July 4th celebration as well. 
 
KATE CONRAD:  Kate was first introduced to the club as a teenager in 2000 (when her mother 
joined to crew), then left for college and has returned to continue her own interest as a racing 
crew.  She has raced in JY’s and Thistles, and has most recently been a regular forward for Bill 
Bradburn. 
 
JOHN & LIZ WALSH, EMILY (17), TIM (13), AMANDA (4), MARY (1):  John is a life long sailor 
of many boats, has been a member at RYC and Brockport YC and sailed in RCC’s Sunfish re-
gattas for several years.  He introduced John Powers to our club and said now it’s time for his 
family to join us.  They all came down for our July 4th party, and the following Sunday, John, 
Emily and Tim were all sailing in the Sunfish fleet.  They also own an Opti, so Amanda and 
Mary will undoubtedly learn to sail as well. 
 
SCOTT & AMY NAPIER, AVA (8), JAY (3): Scott is an experienced sailor, owns a Thistle and 
has been involved in sailing Interclub dinghys in winter Frostbite sailing.  Ava also races in Opti-
mists with the RYC team.  Amy is looking forward to learning more about crewing as time per-
mits,  and we hope to eventually see them all on the water. 



The Jib Sheet is published three times a year in the 
months of April, August, and December. 

Submissions for the December Jib Sheet should be 
emailed as a Microsoft Word Attachment to: 

d13santos@yahoo.com by November 30th. 

Anyone may contribute to the club’s publication.  Do you 
have an idea for something new?  Would you like your 
fleet/boat/family to have more coverage in the Jib Sheet?  
Submit your photos and articles to share with the mem-
bership! 

  

Thanks. 

Deirdre 

Editor’s Note 
Deirdre Santos 

 

 

RCC Family Tree:  The “kids” at the Thistle District Champion-
ship add to the scenery by our beloved old tree. 

DO YOU KNOW HOW MANY TROPHIES 
THESE GUYS HAVE?  They probably have 
enough cups, glasses, bowls, etc. to open a 
restaurant.  So we went all-natural this year 
with local hand painted rocks from the shores 
of Lake Ontario.  First, they were cheap; plus, 
they are durable and make great garden ap-
pointments.  The higher the finish, the bigger 
the rocks (Sorry, Mike).  I think one approach to 
leveling the fleet is that the top sailors should 
have to sail with the rocks in their boats. 
 
Thanks to everyone who helped make this a 
fun weekend.  I think the next set of trophies 
should be made out of sand that we could get 
from below the hoist! 

Thistle Districts continued from Page 8: 
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Maiden Voyage: The brothers Rich and Bill 
Bradburn prepare to set sail in their new ves-
sel, Thistle 3723! 


