
Young sailors and their cohorts mounted a daring rescue this past July 4th, 
when they gathered to celebrate Independence Day this year of 2008.  The 
sailors and their parents were called together to celebrate through fun times 
and camaraderie.  As you can tell from the headline, the day’s test proved prof-
itable for all. 
 
Makings for a celebration began mid-morning, as Amy Gorton and Judy Ges-
ner led a group of volunteers to swash the clubhouse in patriotic colors.  Once 
the visuals and victuals were set, Mike Conklin and Doug Kaukeinen cast off 
their civil ways to assume the garb and manner of Pirates.  So clothed, they 
set off on their mission. 
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Obliged Freeboots Divvy Dubloons 
(or, Saved Pirates Share Their Booty)  

By John Gorton 

Avast, me hearties, yo ho! The RCC pirate pontoon takes the search party out to explore the nooks and 
crannies of the bay.  Will the shipwrecked souls be recovered? 

Fourth of July continued on Page 7 



 
I am writing from Montana and, reflecting on the season so far, I realize this trip will be the longest I’ve 
gone without sailing for the last year and a half.  The sailing season started off with a bang: strong wind, 
two weeks earlier than usual.  I have yet to see steady air on the bay, making it tough on the RC.  Let them 
know how much we appreciate the great starting lines and the work they do to keep it fun for all of us. 
 
Let’s hear it for the goose committee! Diane Ahlman, Gary Skillman, John Powers, and Dan Fein along 
with help from others have implemented an aggressive action plan that has been working well.  The goose 
droppings have been reduced by more than 95%.  I feel like I’m back to the days when I first joined the 
club and can focus on enjoying the moment rather than planning every step I take.  Let’s make sure we put 
the abatement measures in place when we leave the club for the day. 
 
The tax reassessment lead to a large increase in assessed value.  Some of this was the increase from 
88% to full value assessment. Gary Skillman took charge of challenging the assessment and, with the help 
of Frank Colgan and Leo Balandis, brought the assessment to parity with the previous assessment. 
 
We had one of the best open houses in years.  Doug Kaukeinen did a swell job of finding volunteers and 
organizing the event so everything went smoothly. The weather cooperated and many guests came down 
to the club.  I took out Joel Morse and his neighbor on a JY-15.  The winds were gusting from the WSW 
and we were on a plane several times, a few lasting a minute or more with water coming over the gunnels 
at times.  Never the less, they had fun and expressed complete confidence in my sailing. 
 
The return of the 4th of July Family Fun Day was organized by Judy Gesner and Amy Gorton.  The focus 
was on all of the young members that are not racing yet.  There were numerous games for the youngsters 
and they had a blast. 
 
Please welcome the new members at the club: Doug Weinthaler & Carolyn Whyland, Jeff Sullivan, and 
Olivia Graham.  Also, Tom & Jullianne Groff have returned to the area and have rejoined the club. 
 
The current clubhouse is now 51 years old and is showing its age. An ad-hoc committee has been put to-
gether to investigate the options and costs of a new clubhouse.  On the committee are Frank Colgan, Rich 
Connelly, Doc Gates, Gary Skillman, and Jere Willsey.  Doc has written an editorial piece you can see on 
page 4.  Please let them know your thoughts on the subject. 
 
It is evident that we have an active membership interested in improvement of the club to make it enjoyable 
for all. This year looks to be a memorable one for the canoe club. 

FROM THE COMMODORE 
Kevin Lofftus 
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TALES FROM THE VICE 
Doug Kaukeinen 

Hello RCC Family- 
 
It’s hard to believe that the summer is half over and Sailing Lessons are done already.  What will I do with-
out my daily dose of all the instructors???  I’m talking about the great Mark Weider, Steve Powers, Jordan 
and Kait Garbarino, Carrie Kane, Katie Harmer, Liz Ingham, Corey and Britt Kaukeinen, and George Jer-
man.  Where does the time go?  We certainly have had an outstanding sailing and social season so far at 
the club despite all the rain that’s fallen.   Let’s review some of the highlights together: 

 
The Spring Banquet was on April 11th at the Conference Center in Camp 
Eastman.  It was a great way to kick off the season, see long time friends and 
meet some new ones.  One of the highlights was the Naetzkers bringing the 
twins down so that all the ladies could take turns holding them.  Or maybe it 
was Rich Connelly hiding behind the coat rack with Adam Gesner.  Perhaps it 
was the catered meal by Wilshire’s or the nice cozy lodge and music that eve-
ryone enjoyed the most.  Whatever it was, I heard numerous positive com-
ments.   
 

 
 

The Ice Breaker Party, hosted by Allen and Lynne Orr on April 20th was a huge success.  The punch 
bowls remained full and were very tasty, so it appears that Neil Armstrong gave the correct advice on the 
mixing ratios for the rum and gin.  He always was good at math!  Thanks to everyone who covered the ta-
bles with yummy munchies. 
 
 
The RCC Open House and wine tasting on Saturday June 7th was an amazing success!  While I was trav-
eling to a regatta, I felt guilty that I would not be able to assist in this event.  However, the RCC family once 
again came together to host a successful event.  Thanks to Deirdre Santos, the Tompkins, Kaukeinens, 
Skillmans, Mike Conklin, Connellys, VanVechtens, Kevin Lofftus, Naetzkers, Simpsons, Weiders, Arm-
strongs, Fritzs, Powers, Orrs, Todd Bogumil, Morses, Ted Plenge, Lynn Parsons, Allen Orr, Jermans, 
Diane Ahlman, George Smith, Lynda Bryant, Bill Dexter, Eric Gesner, Muirs, and all the other members 
who helped clean the club, take people for a sail, and brought down munchies and wine that day.  Also, 
thanks to Amy Gorton for hooking us up with Pat McGonigle of Newsteam 10 who produced a story about 
sailing, our club and advertised the Open house all at the same time.  Many people 
said it was the best open house ever.  In total, 12 couple/families attended.  It is a lot of 
work, but is well worth it…we already have one new member from the event. 
 
 
The infamous Family Fun Day was on the 4th of July.  Judy Gesner, Amy Gorton, and 
Stacy Stehle combined forces to organize an awesome event.  Please read John Gor-
ton’s article on the front cover.  It has been a long time since this traditional day has 
occurred, so thanks for reviving it.  Rumor has it that Mike Conklin makes a pretty good 
pirate.  With all the youngsters running around the club these days, I hope that more 
families take advantage of it next year. 
 
 

Vice Commodore continued on Page 11 

Dueling Grandmas: Phyllis and Jan 
take turns with Kiara Rose and Dylan 
David Naetzker. 

All in the wrist. Adam 
Gesner works the horseshoe pit 
at Family Fun Day. 
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FROM THE REAR COMMODORE 
By Doc Gates 

The following is my opinion and not necessarily that of the ad hoc committee mentioned below. 
 
Some day in the not too distant future our fifty-year-old steel clubhouse will need substantial repair to keep 
it functioning the way we would like it to.  We don’t have mortgage payments now and haven’t had any in 
many years.  If no repairs are made future members will possibly be faced with a much greater financial 
challenge, maybe a crisis, one that might compromise the operation of the club as we know it.  This fact, 
along with a verbal offer of a very substantial and generous amount of money toward a NEW clubhouse, 
has prompted the board of directors to form an ad hoc committee to look into the possible cost to the mem-
bers of a new clubhouse.  Don’t panic yet, nobody is going to change the status quo unless it makes sense 
to the members and doesn’t cost us too much.  Keep in mind the start up money is probably a one-time 
offer that would not be available in the future when substantial repairs or a new clubhouse is needed.  The 
idea of a new clubhouse certainly deserves at least a good look.  The committee is well aware that this 
might have property tax implications and will be looking into that.  It may also have an effect on future 
membership if costs aren’t kept way down.  It could also attract members if it adds to the enjoyment of the 
club. 
 
The old clubhouse has served us well but there also have been many shortcomings.  Some that come to 
my mind are limitations caused by the steel framework when trying to remodel, limitations by the fact that 
we cannot permanently remodel the area where we store boats in the winter, hard to keep rodents out, 
kitchen needs a makeover, hard to insulate and harder to heat, not comfortable for our banquets, not 
enough windows on the North elevation, etc, etc.  Even if we took the boat storage out of the old club-
house, remodeling it would entail newly framed and insulated walls, windows, and drywall.  The efforts 
would duplicate what would need to be done if we built new. 
 
I believe the current thinking of most of the committee is to look into building on the old foundation, keep it 
to one level, include some attic storage space, have some areas able to be heated occasionally, and by 
and large have a much more comfortable and attractive clubhouse. It would extend the use of the building 
into times of cooler temperatures and attract members that may wish for more creature comforts than are 
now available.  Included would be a storage barn built in the parking lot that would serve as winter boat 
storage and summer sail storage. 
 
A new clubhouse could be financed by the start up money (said to be fifty thousand dollars), most of the 
club’s savings account (which I think is over fifty thousand dollars), and a mortgage of the rest over thirty 
years.  My hope is that the mortgage would be less than fifty thousand dollars; I am starting to think this 
might be possible if we watch our money very closely.  We have gone many years using a clubhouse that 
was paid for by members that came before most of us joined RCC.  I think without too much added ex-
pense to us and by taking advantage of this one time available offer we can have a better club… and one 
that won’t leave an undue burden of a new clubhouse on our kids and future members.  Please realize no 
one will force this upon us; it will only come about if we are in favor of it. 
 
Fifty thousand dollars amortized over thirty years at 7.5% is $350 per month or $4200 per year.  If we have 
our Spring and Fall banquets at the club and charge $20 a dinner (less than we sometimes pay now) and 
make $10 per dinner with 100 people for each banquet, that is an extra $2000 that we don’t get now.  That 
put against the $4200 extra mortgage expense reduces the yearly expense to $2200.  Divide that by, say, 
70 membership units and we have an added annual cost per membership of less than $32.  Much work 
has to be done yet to verify that what I am thinking is really possible but it frankly looks good to me. 
 
The other members of the committee are Frank Colgan, Gary Skillman, Rich Connelly, and Jere Willsey. 
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Well, here we are well into our summer series at the club.   So far this year I think there are 
no complaints about the sailing except for the seemingly nonstop West wind, and the power boaters’ inabil-
ity to recognize that gas is expensive these days.  That westerly choppy stuff has not prevented us from 
doing what we do and having a blast doing it. 
 
Club racing has been very successful and participation is good.  Springtime was great with an average of 
12 boats on the line and a maximum of 19.  Some fleets have regattas with fewer boats.  Thanks to our 
many visitors from Seneca Yacht Club; they bring some great competition and help us get off to a great 
start each year. 
 
A new addition this year is the unofficial practice/racing on Thursday nights.  This was not really a planned 
program, but people took the initiative and made it happen.  Several sailors have participated and taken 
advantage of on the water coaching from Mike Ingham.  To all of those who helped…Thanks. 
 
Now on to the Regattas:  We guest hosted the SeneCanoe Spring regatta for Seneca this year and it was 
an outstanding event.  The wind blew pretty hard from the West for most of the event and made for some 
very entertaining sailing.  Congrats to John Baker, Doug Kaukeinen, and Eric Gesner for their respective 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd place finishes.  I’d like to offer a huge thank you to Rich Connelly for putting the event to-
gether and recruiting all the help.  I am always amazed at how much work and effort goes into a two-day 
regatta, and how willing people are to help out.  Thanks to all the volunteers and participants for making it 
successful.  Please check out the results and great photos on the club website. 
 
We have one more regatta to look forward to on September 6 and 7--- the Thistle Fall Frontier.  This event 
kicks off the Thistle East Coast Fall Series.  Dan Fien has volunteered to do the hard work for this one, so 
if you want to help please contact him.  I think we are anticipating a large number of boats so it is almost 
guaranteed to be a really good time.  I encourage all club Thistles to get out on the line and join us for the 
party. 

 
I believe you will be receiving this news-
letter at the same time as Thistle Nation-
als so get on the web and see how our 
friends are doing in Florida.  I believe 
there are two boats from our club compet-
ing.  Mike Ingham will attend to defend 
last year’s win.  Also George Jerman will 
be there with his crew of Roy and Eliza-
beth Ingham.  I believe there are also 
several people going to crew on other 
boats.  Bill Dexter has teamed up with 
John Baker and Joy Martin on their This-
tle. Caroline Gates is sailing with Brad 
Swett.  The Thistle Class website has a 
link to the Nationals page, so check it out 
and cheer for the home team. 
 
That’s it for now, so see you on the water! 

THISTLE FLEET 46 NEWS 
Chris Connelly 

Teamwork. Chris, Rich, and Mike having fun and sailing fast at the SeneCanoe regatta. 



 
The JY15 North American Championships were held at Niantic Bay Yacht Club on June 27, 28, and 29.  
The regatta was scheduled early to avoid Ensign nationals.  Estella went as my crew.  Serena wanted to 
skipper a boat but had other commitments that early in the summer.  Twenty-two boats attended this year, 
down from previous years.  Many thought it was because of the early regatta date. 
 
The winds were very unusual with the local experts struggling to stay in the middle of the pack.  The typical 
strong Southwest sea breeze did not form until the third day and the slack-tides were in the middle of the 
racing so the local knowledge was not that great of an advantage. 
 
The winds were light and variable from the South on Friday and switched to the Southeast on Saturday.  
We still managed to get in five races each day.  We also got in five races on Sunday before 2 PM with the 
typical Southwest sea breeze coming in just before 10 AM.  The locals knew to go right where the air 
strengthens on the West shore of the bay and the flood tide turns and pushes upwind.  The last race had 
the locals going far right as the wind died then came up out of the South.  This was the one race that I 
found how to work my way to the right and I was caught with them and barely beat some across the finish 
line at the back of the fleet. 
 
Estella made new friends and had a good time.  She has now become interested in racing after all of these 
years of sailing and we did well together in the RCC regatta.  She’s looking forward to racing in more re-

JY 15 North Americans 
By Kevin Lofftus 
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Thanks to all who have contributed to keeping the club safe for bare feet and white sails.   I was thrilled to 
see the kids able to run and play on all of the lawns at the fantastic Fourth of July party. 
 
Efforts started in April when Gary Skillman, George, Emily the dog and I took to the bay to oil eggs.  The 
oiling was successful, resulting in many fewer families near our property.  Sprinklers and fencing installed 
by Gary kept the geese off during the subsequent molt when the geese were unable to fly.  The success of 
the fences was made clear by the remarkable increase in goose poop within 24 hours on at least one occa-
sion when part of the fence was left down.  Ongoing harassment has been effective in further discouraging 
the geese from using our property as extensively as in the past.  The geese are flying now but the fences 
still seem to help keep the larger family groups off.  Now that they are flying, grape seed extract repellant 
has been applied to the lawns.  This should keep the geese from finding our lawns the usual tasty treat.  
Thanks to John Powers for securing the spreader and repellant, and to Bruce Gelletly for applying it. 
 
Ongoing success is dependent on the cooperation of everyone who uses the club. 
Thanks in advance to all for continuing to come down, scare off the geese, and make sure that sprinklers 
and fences are in place. 

Project: GOOSE Update 
By Diane Ahlman 
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The children and their parents arrived to dis-
cover fun times for all.  Kids soon found them-
selves contesting a team-relay water transfer, 
an obstacle course, a water-balloon toss and 
other such trials, ably mediated by Tom Groff.  
Eventually, everyone had a chance to dip into 
the prize box.  Refreshments and food kept the 
partiers full of energy and strength against sum-
mer’s generosity. 
 
Deirdre Santos made a 
bold entrance as the Pi-
rate Princess, seeking to 
recover her men who 
were lost at sea (or at 
least had dallied too 
long).  The children 

boarded the Pontoon Pi-
rate Ship with Deirdre and some of their parents, greeted by a friendly parrot.  At 
once, Cap’n Joe Kaukeinen set sail in search of the missing sailors. 
 
The ship set sail with spirits high, and little voices perhaps higher, in search of the missing.  Crew short and 

tall took turns scanning the shore with their trusty telescope.  Before long, the 
missing pirates Doug and Mike were found stranded on an islet in Helds Cove.  
The sailors then made for shore with their recovered colleagues and enough 
choruses of “What Do You Do with A Drunken Sailor?” to exceed the length of 
“99 Bottles”.  The kids are still singing about that sailor. 
 
Once the rescue ship was fast, Pirates Mike and Doug revealed the presence 
of treasure, but they needed the help of the young sailors to find it.  A series of 
tantalizing clues led the team high, low, around, through and under, until at last 
they found themselves staring at The X.  Shovels, hands and garden imple-
ments were pressed into service 
as the throng dug for the booty.  
The treasure chest was found at 
last! 
 

Eventually, the fine celebration 
came to a close with a potluck 

dinner and ice-cream sundaes for dessert.  All had become 
the richer through jollity and 
fellowship.  Special mention 
must be made as Don and 
Stacy Stehle helped with bev-
erages, and several other 
folks pitched in (you know 
who you are).  Please con-
sider joining us next year on 
the 4th, for another chance to 
enjoy each other’s company 
and remember the birth of 
our nation. 

Fourth of July continued from Page 1: 

Who wants prizes? There was no shortage of games and activities for the kids. 

Squawk! Kate Stehle makes a 
new friend on the pirate vessel. 

Land ho! Abby Groff scans the horizon in 
search of our lost friends. 

Scurvy dogs. After recovering the  buried treasure 
Mike, Deirdre, and Doug hit the rum.  

On your mark, get set... Patriotic Abby, Kate, Adam, and 
Sophia prepare for fun and tumbles in the 3-legged races.  



We have a good fleet this year. We had 19 boats on the line a few weeks ago and 
most recently 15. It's great to see so many new sailors racing the Fish! 

August 9 & 10 is the New York Upstate Regional being held at our club. I expect to see several from out-of-
town, and we even have a couple of sailors from South America. Gabriel Moran is from Ecuador and will be 
staying with the Harmer family. Bernardo Low-Beer is from Brazil and will be staying with the Weider family. 
Both are about 21 years old and will compete in Worlds later in the month. If you own a Fish, I hope you will 
consider racing. 
 
Just a note: The Sunfish Worlds are August 23-29 at the Buffalo Canoe Club in Ridgeway, Ontario, Canada 
on Lake Erie, exactly 100 miles from our club. The club was founded in 1882 in Buffalo, NY as a club for 
Canoes, but quickly added sailing and moved to Canada. This place has more misnomers than our Canoe 
Club! We'll have at least a couple members competing there.  

 
The big news is the North Americans held in Erie, PA in July. Most everyone 
knows that Doug Kaukeinen won the event with 6 bullets in 11 races. Of four 
people to finish first, Judy Gesner was among them. We had seven RCC com-
petitors in a fleet of 52, which made us the best represented club, and we 
spread ourselves throughout the fleet 
as shown in the table on the left. 
 
We also had five non-sailing members 
attend: Supporting Doug were Deirdre 
Santos and Britt Kaukeinen. Supporting 
Judy and helping out on the committee 
boat was Jim Tompkins. And support-
ing John and Steve were Lori and Joh-
nathan Powers. 
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SUNFISH FLEET 120 NEWS 
John Powers 

1 Doug Kaukeinen 

7 Judy Gesner 

23 Mark Weider 

27 Mike Fortner 

31 Per Stampe 

39 Steve Powers 

47 John Powers 

Mothership: RCC mobile headquarters in Erie. 

Baptizing a new champion: Mark and Mike assisting with Per 
looking on as Doug goes into the drink. 

Smile. Regatta chair and Sunfish president present 
awards to Doug. 
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Saturday dawned cool and rainy, with bands of thunderstorms predicted for the afternoon. Did this daunt 
the 19-boats-worth of Thistlers on hand to try the infamous Irondequoit Bay west winds? NO! Skippers and 
crew (from as far away as Indianapolis, IN!) geared up and hit the water about 10:30AM to test their mettle.  
 
The wind was west, 10-15 mph, with lots of random puffs and shifts. The race committee managed to get 
four races in before abandoning at 2:30pm, due to bands of thunderstorms that never really materialized 
(although making big green and yellow patches on the radar). Bill Wilson won the first race, Doug Kau-
keinen won the next two, and Eric Gesner won the last one for the day. All told, there was one capsize, one 
rudder breakdown, a few spinnaker tears, and LOTS of bumped and bruised bodies! The day ended with 
Doug Kaukeinen, John Baker and Eric Gesner in the top three, a delicious catered dinner and early bed-
times for tired sailors. 
 
Sunday was much the same as Saturday wind-wise, and we got in another four races. John Baker won the 
first race of the day and the last two, which put him in the lead to win the regatta. The final tally was John 
Baker in first with 24 points, Doug Kaukeinen in second with 27 points and Eric Gesner in third with 34 
points. As always, the RCC Race Committee, chaired by Phyllis Kaukeinen, did an awesome job with tricky 
conditions. The trophies were bottles of Bulletin Shiraz wine for the top 5 skipper and crew, and beautifully 
turned wooden bowls, hand made by the regatta chairman, Rich Connelly. 

SENECANOE SPRING THISTLE REGATTA 
May 31-June 1 at Rochester Canoe Club 

By Judy Gesner 

Get all the meat on the rail and hike!!!  Team Connelly and Team Weider racing beneath the ominous skies on Sunday at 
SeneCanoe. 
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LOSING IT 
By David Jolkovski 

It's not the kind of thing a sailor likes to admit, like launching your boat from a trailer, and watching it drift 
out to the middle of the lake because you forgot to tie on a painter.  Or forgetting about the drain plug be-
fore launching. 
  
I lost a halyard.  Inside the mast.  A long mast.  Out of reach, out of sight.  Probably only a few inches 
away, but a miss is as good as a fathom. 
 
After many seasons of providing comic relief for Canoe Clubbers in our two Sunfish, we retired to a Capri 
22, which we sail on beautiful Keuka Lake.  We were replacing the jib halyard after ten seasons of vigor-
ous use, while the Capri was in a winter-storage shed at a marina, with the mast unstepped.  Some folks 
advised me to tape the new halyard to the old one; some said sew it.  I thought I was really smart, invent-
ing my own way.  I tied some light line into a bowline, put the new halyard through and bent it into a U, 
then taped it securely (I thought), even tapering the place where the end of the new line lay against itself. 
 
Where the halyard enters the mast is just barely big enough for the halyard, so it can't jump out of the 
groove in the sheave and get jammed. Which means that there is no way to pass a knot through there, or 
even a splice, even if I had any idea how to make an end-to-end splice in multi-strand braid. 
 
So, in trying to cram the folded-over end of the new halyard into the mast, I pulled it out of the tape, and it 
slipped free of the light line. 
 
The advice I got about retrieving the end of a halyard was either the 'you-shouldn't-have-lost-it-in-the-first-
place' kind (followed by snickers), or the more practical:  buy a new boat (followed by guffaws). 
 
A marine-supply salesman just happened to be in the marina office when I was telling my sad tale, and he 
smiled patiently, and then solved my problem!  Tie some fishing line to a paper clip, then slide a magnet 
along the outside of the mast to pull it through.  The aluminum mast is completely transparent to the mag-
netic field, as if it isn't there at all. 
 
That was it!  He didn't even gloat.  Or guffaw. 
 
Once I got a real Godzilla of a magnet, it was a piece of cake.  The last couple of feet, I could even watch 
what was happening.  There was the paper clip, jigging on down the inside of the mast, between the other 
lines and the electric wires, obediently following the magnet.  I pulled the fishing line out far enough to tie 
it securely into the eye splice at the end of the new halyard.  Then I went back to the other end of the mast 
and pulled the fishing line and then the halyard through.  Voilà!  (That's French for 'I'm not as stupid as I 
look'.) 
 
So, if you ever have the same problem, try using a paper clip and a magnet.  I think you'll agree that it's a 
method that has some attraction.  
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The RCC Sailing School ran 3 successful sessions throughout the 
month of July.  Many thanks to Mark Weider for stepping up this year 
and organizing the School.  Thanks for all the cooperation from RCC 
members throughout these busy weeks.  It may disrupt the flow of the 
club during the week, but the benefits are plentiful. In addition to teach-
ing people the joys of sailing, we already have new members because of 
this year’s sessions.  Also, the program always operates in the black and 
is a small source of income for the club. 
 
 

   And now for the events yet to come: 
 

 
The Clam Bake will be Saturday, September 20th.  Bill Dexter will run another world famous event again 
this year.  The flyer/registration form is at the front of this Jib Sheet.  Please be kind and sign up and pay 
early, so that Bill can organize a terrific event.  Be sure to return registration with payment no later 
than September 15. Also, I know that it takes a lot of work, so please let him know if you can help out.  
 
The End of Season Bash is scheduled for Sunday, October 5th after racing.  This is a time to celebrate a 
fantastic year of sailing.  Please mark your calendars and plan on bringing down one of your favorite hors 
d’oeuvres.  As usual, drinks will be provided.  I am looking for a volunteer or volunteers to help organize 
and run this event.  Please contact me if interested. 
 
The Fall Banquet is not officially set, but I am working on the Clark House in Perinton.  We may have a 
good connection through the Bradburns.  We had a banquet there many moons ago and it was a hit.  I 
will put together a flyer in the near future, so be on the lookout.  I still would like to see a more formal 
gathering for this banquet; it is a time to recognize all of the sailing accomplishments of the year. 
 
RCC Private Parties 
We continue to have numerous parties at the club…..why wouldn’t you want to?  Thanks for contacting 
me directly so that I can put your event on the website calendar and eliminate double booking.   Since 
this has been happening we haven’t had any further mix ups.  It’s amazing how utilized the club is.  As 
always, thanks for cleaning the place up after your event. 
 
Safety Boats 
I am very pleased with the way the safety boat schedule has been working out this year.  We haven’t had 
a “no show” yet and I think the races have been running very smoothly because of our volunteer race 
committee as well as the safety boat operations.  Many thanks to all members for doing a great job with 
this.  If you still need to switch duties, remember to first try to find a replacement and then contact me 
with any changes. 
 
I am so proud to be a part of the greatest sailing organization in the Rochester area!  If you have any 
questions, concerns, or ideas for social events, please let me know. 
 
As always…….sail fast and have fun! 

Vice Commodore continued from Page 3: 

Sailing with a smile. Manuel shows just 
how much fun the students have in the Learn 
to Sail program. 
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PHOTO ALBUM 

Now that’s team racing. Andy Connelly, Abby Groff, Kate Stehle, Adam Gesner, and 
Sophia Gorton pile in to a pram on July 27 at the club. 

Congratulations. Steven Powers receives his award 
for 3rd Junior at the Sunfish North American Champion-
ship. 

If you have pictures you would like 
to share with the membership, 
please send them to Deirdre at 

d13santos@yahoo.com 

Making us proud. Judy Gesner rounding a mark at Sunfish NAs.  Judy won 
one race, finished 7th overall and was the top female sailor in the 52-boat fleet. 

When men take over the kitchen: 
Mark Weider finds a new way to heat pasta 
sauce at the Mother’s Day spaghetti dinner. 

Good food & good company. Kate Weider and 
Lynda Bryant at the Spring Banquet at Camp Eastman. 
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MEMBERSHIP THOUGHTS 
Pat Tompkins 

It is mid-season at RCC already, and by most indicators, a very successful one.  June’s Open House was 
very well attended (at least 12 different individuals and/or families signed in), and the Adult Sailing Pro-
gram in early August has also brought back several interested people to sail club boats and crew. 

  
The board has acted on four membership applications thus far (another was just posted), and we wel-
come the following as our newest members:  
 
 
DOUG WEINTHALER and CAROLYN WHYLAND, Matt (11), Bailey(9) This family moved to our 
neighborhood just a year ago, but are not strangers or landlubbers.  Doug is an experienced power 
boater and Carolyn grew up sailing Thistles with her parents on Conesus Lake.  More recently she is in 
demand as an expert crew and often sails with Bob Bryant.  In addition, Bailey has just participated in our 
Junior Sailing Program. 

 
JEFF SULLIVAN  Jeff is a long time sailing and racing enthusiast from RYC who has been active crew-
ing in J-22’s and skippering an Interclub in Frostbite sailing.  With help from Mike Ingham and Bill Dexter 
in refurbishing the club Thistle, he hopes to bring it back to the start line as skipper. 

 
OLIVIA GRAHAM  Olivia is one of our youngest new sailors, and bought her JY-15 last year from Barb 
Harmer.  She has sailed and raced at RYC with the high school teams, and recently also participated in 
RCC’s JY Regatta.  We hope to see her often racing on Sundays. 
 
TOM and JULIANNE GROFF, Abby (5 1/2), Jake (3 ½), Bodey (2)  After almost 2 years in Washington 
state, we are most happy to welcome back the Groffs to our area and the club.  Tom has previously 
crewed with Eric Gesner in Thistles and has also sailed in JY-15’s.  They look forward to becoming more 
involved in sailing as their family gets older. 

  
Please join me in making all our newest members feel welcome!  The time and place to get to know eve-
ryone is at HAPPY HOUR on Sundays after racing and the food is GREAT!! 



2050 Bayshore Blvd. 
Rochester, NY  14622 

NEWSLETTER OF THE  
ROCHESTER CANOE CLUB 

The Jib Sheet is published three times a year in the 
months of April, August, and December. 

Submissions for the December Jib Sheet should be 
emailed as a Microsoft Word Attachment to: 

d13santos@yahoo.com by November 24th. 

Anyone may contribute to the club’s publication, and new 
ideas are always welcome. 

For the full-color digital Jib Sheet experience, check out 
the club website:  www.rochestercc.org 

 

If you have any questions or suggestions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at 544-2159.  

  

Thanks. 

Deirdre 

Editor’s Note 
Deirdre Santos 

Phone: 288-2380 

One Design Sailboat Racing 

We’re on the Web! 
www.rochestercc.org 

Mailing Address Line 1 
Mailing Address Line 2 
Mailing Address Line 3 
Mailing Address Line 4 
Mailing Address Line 5 

 

What I did on my summer vacation. The soaked 
champion and me after the awards dinner at Sunfish North 
Americans.  It was a great week! 


