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JR Sailing - Leadership is changing. Thank you to Mike Fortner and
Doug Kaukeinen, who have run successful camps for so many years.
Mike will take off at least one year to spend more time with his family.
Doug plans on continuing the program in 2006!

RCC will celebrate its 125th Anniversary on 8/19/06 with a large celebra
tion.
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Vice-Commodore Report (Gary Skillman): Crash boat assignments went well for the most part.
Please remember to mark changes on the bulletin board, inform your fleet captain of changes,
fleet captain inform the VC.
Spring Banquet '05 - 48 out of 84 members attended with a total of 86 people in all.
Year End Banquet '04 - 55 out of 84 members attended with a total of 75 in all.
Social events were well organized and attended.

Rear Commodore (Jere Willsey): In an effort to slow down erosion, speed bumps have been
installed to keep water from flowing down the hill. The town will probably dig out the settling
pond. Still working with Mallards Landing to find a solution. The retaining wall needs repair.
Thanks to Sara and Chris Connelly for fixing up the Ladies Room.

Harbormaster (Mike Conklin): The engine in the whaler is fixed. The hoist broke and has been
temporarily repaired. The docks (especially the north dock) needs work. The committee boat
deck is rotting. Bruce may help repair it.

Purser (Kate Weider): Dues are down, we are operating in the negative. Membership count:
Regular 52 (67 in 2004), 3 under 30, and 4 new members.

Sunfish Fleet (Roy Wiener): There is a new Sunfish rack. The regatta was successful. Identify
ing boats is an ongoing project.

JY15 Fleet (Ralph Simpson): The fleet has 16 JY's counting the club boat. In 1996 the fleet
started with 7 boats. The club's 125th anniversary coincides with the fleet's 10th anniversary. The
2006 focus will be to continue to build fleet participation.

Thistle Fleet (Bill Dexter): No report.

2006 Board:
Commodore - Gary Skillman
Vice Commodore - Kevin Lofftus
Rear Commodore - Jere Willsey
Harbormaster - Mike Conklin
Directors - Warren God, John Powers, Barb Harmer
Purser - Kate Weider
Secretary - Jean Blasdell

--------------------------- ----------------~-------------~-------------~--~-~~---~~~~~---'
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FROM THE COMMODORE
Mark 'Neider

VOLUME I. ISSUE II

"R & I - the two letters in the pirate alphabet"

. This being my last column, there are a few things that I would like to go over. If you
weren't at the Annual Membership Meeting in September (and most of you were not),
we reviewed the status of the club in terms of financial conditions. membership, fleet
activities and all the RCC projects to try to make the club a better place. As Commo
dore, I made a statement about three issues that concern me and that may have sig
nificant impact on the viability of the club.

Commodore Mark
Our Master and Commander

1. TAXES - Waterfront property keeps getting more and more valuable and as a result our property taxes
keep going up. Right now we pay approximately $16,000 in property taxes, which is based primarily on
the land value. Imagine what they would be if we had a beautiful year round building. Our tax bill in 2001
was about $9100. Our current tax bill is approximately 50% of what we take in each year in dues and fees.

2. INSURANCE - For several years we have been running at the low end of the insurance game using at
least 2 insurance carriers. In June 2005, we contacted US Sailing and entered into the BURGEE Program,
a program set up for Yacht clubs. In the past, we paid approximately $2,500 to $3,800 (depending on bill
ing cycles and policies) for roughly $1 million in liability coverage. Through US Sailing we are paying
about $4,000 for property coverage, marine general liability, boat property and liability coverage, and gen
eralliability coverage up to $2 million, including liquor liability. Several hundred yacht clubs have signed
up this year with this program, so I feel we are in a much more protected position. Like it or not, we are no
longer in the 1950s. The problem is it costs a little more money.

3. MEMBERSHIP - This year we had a total membership (regular, life and under 30) of 67 mem
bers/families. Last year we had a total membership of 72. My point with these numbers is that a swing of
5 members at an approximate average value of $420 each is equal to $2,100 in income, which starts to be
significant when we look at our expenses. The bottom line is we all must do our part to promote new
membership in RCC. If the numbers decline and the expenses keep going up, the club costs will need to
be spread out over the current membership. This means higher dues and fees.

Is the sky falling? I don't know. I just felt like putting these numbers in the Jibsheet so the membership has
a better understanding of where we are and what future trends may mean for RCC.

We are a club - a group of different people held together by a few common interests (sailing, racing, food,
rum, sunsets on the bluffs, camaraderie, work days?). Since 1990, our mailing list has over 190 current
and past members. Sure, some people have lived their whole lives at the club, but a lot of people have
come and gone. What is it that makes us a hit with some and a miss with others? Let's try to make it a
bigger hit in 2006 and keep an eye on the future. Hey it's a democracy, don't be afraid to talk it up.

Transition Time

I'd like to thank Doug Kaukeinen for his service as a Director on the RCC Board and to give a special
thanks to Mike Fortner who is stepping away from the Junior Sailing program to go play with the boys after
many years of service.
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COMMODORE NEWS Continued
The new RCC Board for 2006 is presented below with special thanks to Jean and Kate for staying on well
beyond their initial commitment.

Commodore
Vice Commodore
Secretary
Purser
Rear Commodore
Harbor Master
Director
Director
Director
Director

Gary Skillman
Kevin Lofftus
Jean Blasdell
Kate Weider
Jere Willsey
Mike Conklin
John Powers
Vince Fasanello
Barb Harmer
Warren God

Good luck to Gary and Kevin. I'll be around working on the 125th Anniversary next year (see details else
where) and drinking beer and eating peanuts at the Board meetings as Past Comm. Now, let's see if we
can get that Thistle to go.

Mark the date: k

The 12Sth ANNIVERSARY PARTY for the
ROCHESTER CANOE CLUB

August 26, 2006

A time to celebrate our history and traditions, meet up with new and old
members and competitors, enjoy an afternoon of fun and sport and have a
classic RCC style cookout dinner.

Our invitation list has over 280 family names of past and present members
and friends. 125 years is no small accomplishment, so we are looking to be
stow appropriate recognition on our fine club on the Bay.
Pipe bands, tents, war canoes, sailboat rides, history lessons and nutmeg are
all in the planning stages. Who knows, maybe a few politicians will show
up. BE THERE!

Be prepared to lend a hand with preparations, publicity and promotion.
This will be a special event in the history of the club - let's make sure every
one knows that RCC is one of the best family fun deals in the area.

~~.. ~ ._~~~~------. -~-_ ...._.... _.._--~-~-~--_.~~~--~--~-_.---_._~--~--~~~~-------~-------'
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FROM THE VICE
Gary Skillman

2005 Vice Commodore Report

The duties of the Vice Commodore include but are not limited to:
. 1. Obtain the NYS permits for conducting sail boat racing on Irondequoit Bay

2. Generate a general schedule for the club to include:
a. all sailing dates
b. regattas
c. social events
d. crash boat assignments

3. Conduct and/or have volunteers run
a. Mid Winter social
b. Ice Breaker
c. Clam Bake
d. End of Season Bash
e. Year End Awards Banquet

4. Oversee cash flow and expenses for regattas.
5. Oversee the schedule of using the club facilities for private parties.

I am pleased to report that all the above occurred in 2005 (with one exception).

The VICEdoes it all!

General comments: For the most part the crash boat assignments went well. I only know of 2 instances
where a mix up occurred and we had to scramble to fill the crash boats on a Sunday morning. Please in
future,

IN A TIMELY MANNER WELL IN ADVANCE OF A CHANGE:
MARK CHANGES ON THE BULLETIN BOARD

INFORM YOUR FLEET CAPTAIN OF ANY CHANGES
FLEET CAPTAINS INFORM THE VICE COMMODORE

Net expenses of the various regattas will be reported by the Fleet Captains

2005 Direct Vice Commodore Expenses

250 Mid Winter Social - Barb and Leslie Harmer
90 NYS Regatta Permits

332 Spring Banquet
172 Ice Breaker Party - Amy Fein
326 Brown Jug - Trophies/Beer & pop

? Clam Bake - Bill Dexter and Trish Reinhardt
170 ESTIMATE - End of Season Bash
320 ESTIMATE - Year End Awards Banquet.

1660 TOTAL
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RULES BE GONE?
By John Powers

In-field fly, balk, third strike dropped; these are just a few of the rules I didn't know about before
being disappointed by them in childhood baseball games. It didn't take long for me to come to the
conclusion that I was starting too late to learn that many rules in a team sport. The Racing Rules
of Sailing are no less complicated. The difference is that in racing, the impact of breaking a rule is
mostly felt inside the violator's boat.. .or at least that's the way it should be. Assuming you don't
damage another boat, break a rule, take your penalty, and all is forgiven.

I started sailing and racing in 2001. I'm still a newbie, and my race results show it. Often in the
back of the pack, I am frequently sailing in the vicinity of other newbies and infrequent sailors
who's grasp of the rules is limited. Thank goodness no one expects a newcomer to know all 171
pages of the 2005-2008 rules! Like baseball, there really is no way to learn them and understand
what they mean without actually getting out there and playing the game. But imagine you put a 5
year-old on the field defending first base, a ground ball is hit to him, he scoops it up and tags the
bag a half second before the batter does. Then an argument ensues. The first baseman says,
"you're out", but the batter retorts "I was close enough". The first baseman looks to the umpire and
he says, "That was close. We'll let the batter stay, but we can talk about it after the game". This is
exactly what is happening during club racing.

Several races later, racing is done, everyone comes in, packs up, and starts for the hors d'oeu
vres and beverages. No one wants to start an argument about something that happened maybe
two hours ago...one party might not even remember it. On the other hand, just letting it slide
means that, at best, no one has learned anything new about the rules, and at worst, cheaters
learn they can get away with it at the expense of the "nice guy". Fortunately, in most cases things
can be settled on the water with a protest, a quick explanation of the broken rule (if needed), fol
lowed by a penalty turn. If there is a genuine disagreement about the rule(s) in question, then it
rightfully should be settled ashore. And then any penalties not atoned for should result in disquali
fication with the loser graciously accepting.

I've heard stories about racing in the '70's with lots of shouting and protest committees working for
hours after racing. I don't know anyone that wants to return to that. Right now we are at the other
end of the spectrum: "it's just Sunday racing", "it's just for fun", "I'm not good enough to follow the
rules". I am certain we can find middle ground. Everyone should remember the Basic Principle of
Racing, "Competitors in the sport of sailing are governed by a body of rules that they are ex
pected to follow and enforce. A fundamental principle of sportsmanship is that when competitors
break a rule they will promptly take a penalty, which may be to retire."

------------------- _.._----~-------------------------------------'



---------

VOLUME I, ISSUE II JIB SHEET

THISTLE NEWS
Bill Dexter
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Every fall, the Canoe Club hosts the Thistle Fall Frontier Regatta. The event draws
. between 20 to 25 sailors from clubs throughout the region including RCC, Seneca,

and Saratoga. One boat came all the way from Philadelphia this year!

During the planning process for the regatta, we decided that Saturday racing would
be on Lake Ontario. Initially this didn't sound like much of a problem but we soon found out that
our club and committee isn't well equipped to just go out to the lake. After meeting with Phyllis
Kaukeinen, who would take charge of race committee for the event, we determined that a larger
boat was necessary to handle any rough weather. As many Thistlers will remember, Lake On
tario can get ugly in a hurry. Our good friend Bob Lasser was kind enough to volunteer his Cata
lina 34 and his services to the committee.

The first day of the regatta was a beautiful, sunny Saturday morning. When I arrived at the club,
people were busy setting up boats and sharing stories of previous regattas. The wind was light
and from the northeast. The forecast had not given me much hope of a great day on the lake. I
thought: What if I drag all these boats and people out to the lake and the sailing is better on the
bay? But I had to make a decision. Jere Willsey offered to ferry me out in his speedboat so I
could check out the conditions firsthand. Good news - the wind was out of the northeast at about
twelve knots and the waves were starting to build.

Next came the race to the lake. Instead of just sailing out to the course, our first race would be
from the RCC dock to the bay outlet. This particular idea was met with less than enthusiastic sup
port. However, after some scrambling around and a little confusion, we were off. I proceeded to
find a big hole over on the west shore and watched as everyone sailed past. I guess finishing last
was my punishment for holding the race to the lake in the first place. No matter, we all arrived at
the course on time and awaited the second start. The wind was a steady twelve knots and the
waves were two to three feet, great Thistle weather. We finished three back-to-back races and
headed back to the club.

The next challenge was pulling off a rather complicated dinner plan. Instead of going for the
usual catered fare, I chose to present a roast turkey dinner with all the trimmings! I drew from a
previous scouting experience and prepared to cook ten medium size turkeys outside in cans. My
wife Tricia, Mike Ingham and his Brazilian buddy Emilio were back on shore getting things started
while we were still sailing. Stakes were prepared the previous evening, but charcoal needed to be
started, turkeys unwrapped, washed and staked, and of course, kegs tapped. Mike and Emilio
were still tending the fires as we hit the dock, but everything was running smoothly.

Continued on the next page .
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After about two hours in the cans and 150 Ibs. of charcoal, the birds were finished. Roasted corn, salt pota
toes, salad, cranberry sauce and rolls were waiting. Among the many kitchen helpers, Mark Weider, Eric
Gesner and Joan Willsey were the designated carvers and the kitchen was set up as a turkey production
line. Roasted birds were gingerly carried to the kitchen and promptly reduced to platters of steaming, sliced
turkey. It was just like Thanksgiving. Mostly I was thankful that it all worked out.

After dinner, we all enjoyed a huge bonfire, roasted a chair from the ladies lounge and agreed that it was a
great day for a regatta.

Sunday morning proved to be a typical bay morning with light and shifty winds. Two back-to-back races
were held before Phyllis called it and we went back to pack up and hand out awards. Mark Weider had
fleece stadium blankets embroidered as trophies for the first five places. Those are probably coming in
handy now as we all watch our thermostats drop and think about hitting the water again come spring.

RCC
2005 Thistle Fall Frontier

Sept. 10-11
Series Summary

PI Sail Skipper 1 2 3 4 5 6 Tot
1 3782 E. Gesner 4 2 1 3 3 5 18
2 3894 J. Baker 1 11 ,.., 2 1 12 29""
3 3812 B. Bryant 5 3 6 5 5 9 33
4 3765 D. Kaukeinen 17 1 4 1 2 15 40
5 1329 S. Latham 3 7 10 4 17 7 48
6 3687 S. Ingham 7 5 5 15 7 11 50
7 3908 B. Wilson 16 10 3 7 14 1 51
8 3947 D. Hudson 2 15 7 6 10 13 53
9 3730 1. Tompkins 10 6 16 12 9 4 57
10 3775 D. Stehle 18 9 21\dnf 8 4 3 63
11 3510 M. Weider 13 4 13 11 6 16 63
12 3896 J. Gind1ing 12 12 12 9 8 10 63
13 3364 C. Connelly 8 17 8 13 12 14 72
14 3878 D. Gates 19 8 9 10 21\dns 6 73
15 3836 D. Murray 9 14 14 21\dsq 18 2 78
16 66 D. Fien 15 13 15 16 11 8 78
17 1400 B. Dexter 20 16 11 14 15 19 95
18 3607 W.God 11 20 17 17 13 20 98
19 3916 D. Patsos 6 19 19 18 19 18 99
20 3506 B. Swingly 14 18 18 19 16 17 102

---~--~_._----------~--------------------- ------------~-------------------
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JY NEWS
Ralph Simpson

Rochester Canoe Club

JY15 Fleet 77
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I've watched Finding Nemo a hundred times but our 6 year old daughter Kyrie' loves it and keeps asking
for encore after encore ... She signs "fish" and points to the TV. When pressed to sign a complete sen
tence she signs "I want fish please Daddy, NOW! She gets very insistent on the "NOW" part. So while
she watches Nemo for the 10151 time I will continue with this update that is already late to editor Doug Kau
keinen's deadline. Sorry Doug.

For those who missed the year end banquet, my condolences. It was a fantastic time, good food, great
people and the speeches were brief. Thanks to Gary Skillman and Sue Rose as primary party organizers.
I will recap the JY season and awards as presented at the banquet (the Coles notes version).

Races: 103 ... more starts than I have seen Nemo but the year is not over. Never a fleet race weekend
missed due to weather or lack of participation. A good year and healthy indicators for the RCC JY fleet.

Boats: We have 16 JY's including the club boat. The fleet started in 1996 with 7 JY's. Next year is Fleet
77's 10 year anniversary. A few years shy of the club's 1251h birthday but a milestone none the less.

New ReC & JY Fleet Members: Robb and Mary Kate Brown purchased Gordon Wandtke's boat, brought
it out of retirement and back to the race course. The boat and proud new owners are racing happily and
learning fast.

Junior sailors: A gold mine of young, talented, one design sailboat racers in the making. The JY fleet
was honored to have the following juniors race with us during the 2005 season: VJ Fasanello, Alex,
Estella and Serena Lofftus, Katie Harmer, Jordan and Caitlyn Garbarino, Greg Lombardo, Carl and Alex
Bucella, Nate Blasdell, Hanna Fields, Sam and Elizabeth Ingham (was Roy out there too?).

JY Regatta: Held in July with 12 of our 16 boats in competition. John and Hanna Fields (Barb Harmer's
brother and niece) were our one "out of town team" from the remote home of the Rochester Yacht Club.
Hank and Tracy Sesselberg took the top spot with Per Westesson and the Armstrong team close behind in
second and third place respectively. Thanks to all RCC volunteers, JY fleet members and competitors
who helped make this a success.

Continued on the next page .

------~~-~- ---- -- -------------------------
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Sportsmanship Award: Hank and Tracy Sesselberg. Talented and competitive yet friendly and helpful
on and off the race course. They were the team to beat this season.

Most Improved: Robb and Mary Kate Brown. Have boat will travel. Started racing this season and it did
not take them long to get their bow pointed in the right direction and their boat on the heels of the fleet.

Junior of the Year: A new annual award for this year and a tight vote count with so many great Junior's
racing with the fleet. The 2005 award goes to Serena Lofftus who not only crews for her Dad helping him
keep calm and his mind in the game but is also proving to be a talented skipper. Team Lofftus competed
in the JY North Americans in Niantic Connecticut and another away regatta during the season. Go team!

Honorable mention to junior sailors Katie Harmer, Jordan Garbarino, Alex Lofftus and Estella Lofftus.
Keep sailing all!

Flossie Award: As in bottoms up ... Per Westesson captures this dubious honor for "two turtles too
many". For some reason he did not want to flaunt the trophy on his front lawn and asked me to keep it in a
safe place for him. Go figure.

2005 Fleet Racing - Second Overall: Neil and Sue Armstrong who have been in the top two for the past
nine years. I have not seen them ski or hunt together but I feel bad for those four legged creatures they go
after. They have found the groove and know how to stay in it!

2005 Fleet Racing - First Overall: Hank and Tracy Sesselberg. Like I said earlier, they were the team to
beat this season, unfortunately we rarely did. Congrats to team Sesselberg!

2006 Season: Look for notices of the RCC mid-winter social, RCC JY Fleet 2006 season planning meet
ing (Jan/Feb some time) and the JY Midwinters in Florida (there should be info on the JY Class Associa
tion website). Fleet Captain's current thoughts are to focus on 1) having fun, 2) building the fleet and par
ticipation [iuniors. new members, guests, current fleet], 3) supporting the JY15 Class, 4) improving fleet
racing skills & knowledge, 5) having fun - first and last priority - can never have too much of this!

Keep the wind in your sails and a smile on your face.

Happy and Safe holidays for 2005/2006.
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SUNFISH NEVVS
Roy Wiener
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Ahoy Sunfish Fleet:

We had a great year, with good sailing conditions almost every Sunday. Many
. thanks to all who sailed and helped out with the fleet.

The new Sunfish rack went into full service. There are now enough rack openings
. so that no Sunfish should need to be stored on the ground. Labeling every Sunfish
with the owner's name will be a project for next season.

Fleet sailing was very competitive. Simon Stampe sailed beautifully and consis
tently to take first place; Mike Fortner was a close second, and Per Stampe was
third. Below are the season final standings.

Mark Weider won the Upstate Re
gionals at RCC

September 17-18

Total Races=94 Starts=770 Minimum Racers=4
Maximum Racers=12
Mean Racers=8.2

# Com %
Place Races m. Raced Points Poss. Pts Score

1 Simon Stampe 57 6 67.0 431 462 93.3

2 Mike Fortner 58 5 67.0 403 456 88.4

3 Per Stampe 84 0 89.4 485 664 73.0
Kau-

4 Joe keinin 38 6 46.8 204 300 68.0

5 Frank Colqan 37 4 43.6 258 421 61.3

6 Tom Flaherty 30 11 43.6 172 281 61.2

7 Steven Powers 87 5 97.9 317 667 47.5

8 Roy Wiener 60 6 70.2 199 485 41.0

9 Pia Stampe 68 5 77.7 210 587 35.8
10 John Powers 75 5 85.1 189 603 31.3

RCC hosted the Upstate Regional Regatta in September; a huge thank you to the race committee led by
Phyllis Kaukeinen and the many other people who made it possible. We had 22 entrants with 11 visiting
from other clubs. Sailing conditions were excellent both days. RCC Commodore Mark Weider dominated
the field, finishing first in five of the nine races.

My best wishes to all for a Merry and Healthy Holiday season and a Happy New Year.

Continued on the next page ..



PI. Sail# SkillOer From T 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1 60673- Mark Welder ReC 12 3 2 1 2 1 (6) 1 1 1
2 49615 C1v'1. WiUiamI Cooper River YC 30 1 1 4 4 m 3 7 6 4
3 57923 Mike Fortner RCC 31 (11) 8 2 6 3 2 4 4 2
4 79429 Tim Polaski &ie YachtClub 45 (12) 6 3 9 6 5 9 2 5
5 50847 Jon WiHiamt I.alc& Dcltll YC 50 4 7 7 1 (9) 9 6 8 8
6 3481 8riaII Mc61nni. Wet Pant. 51 2 (14) 10 3 4 7 8 10 7
7 84939 J 0& lCaukeill&n Ret 56 6 3 13 8 2 1 12 lln 11
8 7509 Davld DavIu Wolf Lake Sailino Club 56 7 9 9 (ll) 11 10 2 5 3
9 36917 Willialn Schmidt Cancmdaigua YC 57 10 10 (11) 7 8 8 5 3 6
10 117 John Mtvcr Yanku Point 66 14 4 5 10 5 4 3 (22) 21
11 78182 Per StanIDe RCC rr 5 11 6 (12) 12 11 10 12 10
12 59525 R.aIoh SiflIDIOII ReC 84 8 13 8 5 10 13 13 (16) 14
13 79266 Rick Howitt RCC 92 9 5 12 13 (21) 12 11 11 19
14 40377 Frank CoIQan Ret 103 15 15 14 14 (18) 14 15 7 9
15 79187 S,-YeI\Powers Ret 125 17 16 15 15 16 (18) 17 13 16
16 40445 Scott Cramer J ohllfOII City. NY 127 19 12 (20) 18 13 15 19 18 13
17 84964 Rich Connellv RCC 130 13 18 17 16 17 17 14 (20) 18
18 78817 RDvWiener ReC 131 18 (21) 16 19 19 19 16 9 15
19 78875 JohllPowen Ret 136 (20) 19 19 20 15 16 20 15 12
20 8 Ed6ardller I.alc& Placid 136 16 17 18 17 14 20 (23\DNF) 14 20
21 7 Nclthalliel Bette Lake Placid Sunfish 162 21 20 (22) 21 20 21 18 19 22
22 79479 John McKeown YC 168 22 22 21 22 22 l23\DNFl 21 21 17

ItpetelCOfer.com
18 Sep.• '05 RochesterCanoe Club

2005 Sunfish Upstate Regional
September 17-18,2005

Series Summary
All Boats
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RULES CORNER
By Roy Weiner
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As Doug has always encouraged submitting articles for the Jib Sheet, I thought I would give it a
try. I am relatively new to sailing and racing, and initially I had but a vague understanding of star

. board vs. port and little else.

Fortunately, Dave Perry to the rescue. His book, Understanding the Racing Rules of Sailing, is
. an excellent and very readable explanation of the rules and the logic behind them. I highly rec
ommend it to all sailors.

I have been involved in collisions several times at the leeward mark, and so I went to the book to
try to understand how the rules apply.

In the situation to be discussed, Boat B(ehind) is a short distance behind Boat A(head); both
boats are on port tack as the leeward mark is rounded. Almost immediately after rounding, the
Boat A tacks and began to sail upwind on starboard tack. At this point, the tack has either slowed
Boat A enough that Boat B runs up on her stern; or as Boat B heads upwind on port tack, she
runs into the port side of Boat A.

So, which boat is at fault? (The following is my best attempt at the answer, and I welcome com
ments and corrections!)

As the leeward mark is rounded, Boat B is clear astern; therefore, Boat A has right of way and
Boat B must keep clear. (Rule 12) However, once Boat A passes head to wind during her tack
from port to starboard, she loses right of way and now Boat A must keep clear. Boat A's right of
way returns when she reaches a close hauled course on starboard tack. (Rule 13)

However, when Boat A reacquires the right of way, she must initially give Boat B room to keep
clear. (Rule 15) Boat A must be aware that once she has passed head to wind, Boat B has right
of way; and even when Boat A has reached a close hauled course, she must allow approximately
a few seconds for Boat B to initiate maneuvers to keep clear.

To quote a case cited in Dave Perry's book, "when the right of way suddenly shifts from one boat
to another, the boat with the newly acquired right of way must give the other boat space and time
for response and a fair opportunity to keep clear."

Thus, in my opinion, when Boat A is planning a quick tack to starboard after rounding the leeward
mark, she must take care that a following boat is sufficiently far away that she will be able to com
plete her tack and reach a close hauled course before Boat B has to change course to avoid a
collision. However, Boat B must remain alert to Boat A's re-acquisition of right away and take
prompt action to avoid Boat A as soon as she has reached a close hauled course.
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RCC HISTORIAN
Leo Balandis

Between Wars
To Members New and Old
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If you have not discovered the delights of a refreshing dip, a leisurely dinner, and a quiet
sail after a hot business day in the city, let me commend them to you. The club is always
open, and you will generally find several congenial spirits there at any hour of any day. We
are limited in the number of guests we can accommodate for Sunday dinners, but for other
meals we shall be delighted to have you bring down your out-of -town friend, your Roches
ter acquaintance who may be a prospective sailor, your monthly committee meeting, your
bridge foursome. Soft drinks and cigarettes are always obtainable from the steward,
and special meals can readily be arranged for. And have you discovered that Saturday Leo hard at work digginginto

the archives!

evenings in particular bring together a group of hearties with boundless capacity for
amusing themselves? Your officers are anxious that you use and enjoy your club to the utmost. We are
also anxious to keep the quality-price ratio of our commissary service as high as possible. This requires
that the steward do a good volume of business to supplement the nominal salary which the club pays. So,
come often and stay long!

That was a note sent to Rochester Canoe Club members in July 1940 from Commodore H.L. Mason.
World War 2 had already started in Europe. With 10 new members, the club had reached the limit of 35
decided to be optimum for the facilities, but would soon decline as members left for the service. Club ex
penses were $1855, including $113 for property tax, and $138 for coal. Property taxes were only 6% of
expenses compared to 36% today. There were 31 boats, up from 23 in 1939. It was a long way back from
the fire that destroyed the second clubhouse around 1913, just before World War 1, when the club had a
limit of 60 members. That was a defining event for what the club would be like for the next 40 years until
the 1950's. Gone were paddling and sailing canoes, replaced by two person boats starting with the 16 ft.
Lark, followed by the 12 ft. Sailing Dinghy. Later additions were the Comet and K-Boat. There was no
hoist; boats were moored in the cove or hauled out on shore, and stored in the building in the winter. Park
ing was limited to a small area next to the building.

A news article in 1935 said that "for several years membership was small, but now greatly enlarged with
some dozen sailboats, two motorboats, and a lone canoe." Races each Sunday and holiday competed for
two cups donated by the Pt. Pleasant Fire Assn. and Pt. Pleasant Assn. with starts alternating from RCC,
Irondequoit YC, and Pt. Pleasant. Races were started off the end of a dock, aided by a megaphone and
starting cannon that is still in the club. A 1938 article described the club having races each Sunday from
July 3 to Labor Day against the Larks of Irondequoit YC and the Comets of Algonquin YC; the entire fleet
competed in handicap races for the Sunderlin Cup. The object of the club, as expressed in an amended
constitution of 1941, was "to increase the interest in matters relating to boating in any form, and provide
suitable accommodation for the care of boats belonging to its members." Active membership was limited to
men, with limited memberships offered to women and students.

Ken Ogden, who met his wife Jean at a dance at the Canoe Club in the summer of 1935, had special
memories of that time that he expressed in a 1981 letter. He spent that summer at the club with two friends
just out of college. They "slept on a long sleeping porch, had a swim before breakfast, and generally lived
the life of Riley. Among the enjoyable memories are Doc Barry dropping in at any old time to play the up
right piano for hours. Chaps named Sunderlin and Porter Ramsay who sailed boats shaped like a pancake
(I forget the name); wonderful air and wonderful nights for sleeping." Perhaps they even got in some tennis
on the club's court!

Nov. 24,2005

--------- -- ------------- --------------------- ~ J
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Since our mid-season issue in August, we have added another family and
another individual to RCC's growing membership. We extend a very sincere
welcome to the following new members:

CHRIS and ROSE MUIR, JOHN (9), NEIL (8), LUKE (6) Chris sailed in his early years at Red
Dragon Yacht Club on the Delaware River in Bristol, NJ in a variety of one design boats (including
Sunfish and Thistle) as well as his father's larger cruising boat. Late this summer, he became the
new owner of Thistle 3048 from the Saratoga fleet. John and Neil have both been enthusiastic
participants of RCC's Junior Sailing Program, and apparently also enjoyed their introduction to the
new family boat. We look forward to seeing more of you all next season.

LYNN PARSONS Lynn discovered RCC during our spring Open House, and fortunately liked
what she saw well enough to come back. Havinq learned to sail as a child, she later raced Rho
des 19's in Chicago, and has become an eager and sought after Thistle crew at our club. In addi
tion, she has already contributed her artistic skills as a potter by making handsome keeper tro
phies for this year's Brown Jug Regatta --- these were very much appreciated by all the recipi
ents.

RCC is especially fortunate to have as current members a number of active families with young
children who are potential sailors or young teenagers already racing as skippers or crew. This is
not a simple accident or coincidence! It is one of the most direct and significant contributions
coming from the excellent Junior Sailing Program managed by Mike Fortner and Doug Kaukeinen
for the past 14 (?) years. We all owe Mike and Doug (and their staff of young members) our

. deepest gratitude for their efforts which have added so greatly to our membership and successful
sailing program. AND we need to continue what they have so ably started ---- to provide an envi
ronment which fosters and encourages our youngest sailors and inexperienced newer members -

- - to ensure the continued growth of our club.

,------------------ -------- -- ---_. -- - ----- ._---------_._- -------



NEWSLETTER OF THE
ROCHESTER CANOE CLUB

2050 Bayshore Blvd.
Rochester, NY 14622

1- '-
...;
" 1-.

Phone: 288-2380
Dan & J eon Blasdell

53 Westland Ave
Rochester, NY 14618-1043

i-' - - - -

One Design Sailboat Racing

JVe're 011 the JVeb!
www.rochestercc.org

.--- - --.-..-..------ - ---l
Editor's Note ' . I

Doug Kaukeinen

The Jib Sheet is published 3 times per year during the months of April, August, and December.
Deadlines for writing articles for the "sheet" should be e-mailed as a Word Attachment to Doug
Kaukeinen (sail@rpa.net) no later than the 1st of month of April, August, and December.

In the future I would like a variety of articles in addition to the standard board member reports .. If
you have an idea about an article, by all means contact me. We are always looking for fresh
ideas about the Jib Sheet. So start writing down your favorite sailing experiences and get them
published in the "sheet".

I would also like to include photos, both sailing action and
people picts. If you have any digital images that you would
like to share, please e-mail them to me.

If you have any other comments or suggestions, please do
not hesitate to contact me at 544-2159. Thanks.

Doug

The reasons it all happens on Sundays! Many thanks to the
most excellent Race Committee!




