
MAISON ROCHE DE BELLENE • BURGUNDY
maisonrochedebellene.com

Highlights from the Press – Maison Roche de Bellene 2018
W H I T E  W I N E S

Maison Roche de Bellene Bourgogne Chardonnay 
Cuvée Réserve 2018

[91] Wine Enthusiast 
This rich wine offers ripe yellow fruits and touches of vanilla. Along 
with its warm feeling and light acidity, it has a perfumed character 
that makes it exciting as well as drinkable. June/July 2021

Maison Roche de Bellene Saint-Véran  
Vieilles Vignes 2018

Piedmont Post
Saint-Veran in the Macon region of Burgundy is a good place to look 
for affordable white wines. This one offers a very composed nose of  
almond and peaches. The palate is crisp and lively with very fine tension.  
There is an energy here that manifests itself in the orange-zest finish 
that is brisk and clean. Perfect with a platter of oysters on the half 
shell. August 18, 2021

Maison Roche de Bellene Saint-Aubin  
Vieilles Vignes 2018

[88] Burghound
A whiff of matchstick character is present on the citrus and floral- 
suffused nose. The delicious and attractively textured lighter weight 
flavors exude a subtle minerality before concluding in a moderately 
dry but nicely complex and persistent finish. To enjoy young. June 2020

Piedmont Post
This opens with a nice jasmine bouquet with attractive apple and 
pear scents developing in the glass. The palate is fresh on the entry 
with crisp acidity, a nice chalkiness to the texture and with a short 
but poised finish. This is a lovely Saint-Aubin to enjoy over the next 
4-5 years. August 18, 2021
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 Maison Roche de Bellene Chassagne-Montrachet   
Vieilles Vignes 2018

[88] Burghound
There is a whiff of exotic fruit to the petrol, resin and ripe pear and 
apple-scented nose. There is good focus to the sleek and voluminous 
flavors that coast the palate with dry extract as the old vines are clearly 
in evidence, all wrapped in a lingering if slightly less complex and 
rustic finale. June 2020

Piedmont Post
Chassagne-Montrachet and its sister village Pugliny-Montrachet are  
arguably the most famous Chardonnay producing terroirs in the world.  
Nicholas Potel has found some old vines there and crafted a world 
class Chardonnay. This has a clean, delineated bouquet with orange 
blossom and mineral notes that blossom with aeration. The oak is well  
integrated — the class and breeding evident from the first sniff. The 
palate is fresh and poised, with touches of lemon sherbet energizing 
the long finish. This is a well-crafted Chassagne Montrachet that 
should drink well over the next 12 to 15 years. August 18, 2021

 Maison Roche de Bellene Meursault  
Vieilles Vignes 2018

[93] The Tasting Panel 
Old Vines have produced a lovely golden wine with sunny, fresh, rich, 
and tangy flavors; minerals, toasted oak, and elegant style add to the 
picture. March 2021

[90] Wine & Spirits 
Bright and sunny, this is a wholesome Meursault from vines ranging 
in age from 48 to 62 years old. There’s a leesy toasted-grain scent, 
the wine youthfully simple and welcoming. Accessible now, this will 
gain depth and detail with a few years in the cellar. October 2020

[89] Burghound
A slightly cooler combination is comprised by notes of roasted nuts, 
white-fleshed fruit and once again a floral hint. The sleek, intense 
and nicely detailed middle weight flavors possess fine minerality as 
well as better overall depth and persistence. This is worth checking 
out. June 2020

 Maison Roche de Bellene Meursault  
Premier Cru, Charmes 2018

[94] Decanter 
Nicolas Potel buys this as made wine before ageing it in his own  
barrels and cellar in downtown Beaune. It’s a very smart bit of  
purchasing, because it’s a very stylish Charmes that reflects the 
Premier Cru’s proximity to Puligny-Montrachet. Flinty, focused and 
a little saline, it’s framed by aromatic, subtly toasty oak and finishes 
fresh, lithe and appealingly long on the palate. October 2019

[16+] JancisRobinson.com
Bags of ripe buttery fruit and smoky notes on the nose. Good freshness  
with a hint of pink grapefruit and a rounded finish. Ripe and full in 
style. December 2019

Maison Roche de Bellene Puligny-Montrachet  
Premier Cru, Les Folatières 2018

[16.5] JancisRobinson.com
Conference pear and white flowers with a smoky edge. The acidity 
lifts the wine through the mid palate, it has lots of vibrancy and 
freshness and just enough fruit to support the lively character.  
December 2019

Maison Roche de Bellene Bellenos Cuvée Blanc Brut 
(Chardonnay) NV

[Silver Medal] 2021 Texsom International Wine Awards
May 2021
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R E D  W I N E S

Maison Roche de Bellene Bourgogne  
Pinot Noir, Cuvée Réserve 2018

[90] Wine Enthusiast 
This fruity, lightly textured wine has ripe red-cherry and berry flavors. 
Balanced with some tannic dryness and lots of juicy acidity, the wine 
is ready to drink. June/July 2021

[86] Burghound
A slightly riper and more deeply pitched nose speaks of plum, black 
pinot fruit and a similar suggestion of earth. There is just a bit more 
energy to the bitter cherry pit-inflected flavors that terminate in a 
slightly attenuated and warm finish. April 2020

Piedmont Post — Good Value —
This is Maison Roche’s entrylevel Burgundy and is a good place to 
start for beginners to Burgundy. It has plenty of fruit on the nose: 
currant, and raspberry, while the palate is clean and fresh with soft 
tannins and a rustic ebullient finish. This is a solid, decent Burgundy 
at a fair price. August 18, 2021

Maison Roche de Bellene Côte de Nuits-Villages  
Vieilles Vignes 2018

[90] Wine & Spirits 
“Bitter in the most delicious ways,” said one of the panelists, pointing 
to the cherry-skin flavors and herbal notes of thyme. It looks south, 
to the Mediterranean, with its sour-plum density of fruit and fresh-
herb acidity. The concentrated old-vine fruit will take well to a few 
years of bottle age. October 2020

[87] Burghound
Ripe yet still reasonably fresh aromas are comprised by broad-ranging  
notes of black cherry, violet, plum and a hint of underbrush. There is 
better intensity to the middle weight flavors that aren’t particularly 
complex or persistent on the mildly warm finish. This could easily be 
approached now. April 2020

Piedmont Post 
The Cote ‘d Or in Burgundy is divided into the northern Cote de Nuits  
and the southern Cote de Beaune. This wine is sourced from a variety  
of old vine vineyards in the Cote de Nuits. The wine has a fragrant, 
perfumed bouquet with cherry and strawberry fruit that is vibrant 
and enticing. The palate is medium bodied with cherry and raspberry 
fruit, good depth and a crisp line of acidity. It has a sensual, smooth, 
satisfying finish. August 18, 2021

 Maison Roche de Bellene  
Chambolle-Musigny Vieilles Vignes 2018

[88] Burghound
A slightly fresher nose displays an equally spicy blend of red, blue and  
black pinot fruit trimmed in discreet violet wisps. There is better  
refinement if not quite the same concentration to the medium weight  
flavors that exude a subtle minerality on the bitter pit fruit and 
youthfully austere finale. April 2020
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Maison Roche de Bellene Gevrey-Chambertin  
Vieilles Vignes 2018

[91] Wine & Spirits 
Savory and grounded in the classic musculature of Gevrey-Chambertin,  
this is black and juicy enough to fully saturate its mineral tannins. It’s 
a clean wine with a firm architecture to the structure and touches of 
greenness in the tannins that will develop into complexity with time. 
October 2020

[87] Burghound
This also flirts with very ripe aromas of prune and various dark berries.  
There is fine richness to the supple and very forward flavors that  
possess acceptable persistence but limited depth. Again, this is  
correct but not distinguished. April 2020

Piedmont Post 
This has wonderful definition on the nose for a village cru, sporting 
very commendable terroir expression with mineral-tinged red berry 
fruit. The palate is medium bodied with fine tannin, crisp and linear 
with a gentle caressing finish with fine purity. This one is punching 
above its weight class. August 18, 2021

 Maison Roche de Bellene Nuits-Saint-Georges  
Vieilles Village 2018

[87] Burghound
This is borderline over ripe with notes of various dark berries and 
prune. The round and velvety medium-bodied flavors are almost soft 
and while not actually flat, it would be fair to describe the slightly 
warm finish as not especially vibrant. April 2020

Piedmont Post 
Hails from the only real town in the Cote de Nuits. It sports an  
elegant raspberry and violet-scented bouquet that charms instantly. 
The palate is fleshy on the entry with fine tannin, impressive mineralite  
and a poised, very elegant finish. Is this really just a village cru?  
Definitely worth seeking out. August 18, 2021

Highlights from the Press – Maison Roche de Bellene 2018 (page 4)

 Maison Roche de Bellene Volnay Vieilles Vignes 2018
Piedmont Post 
This Volnay Village wine has a pleasing nose of cherries and flowers 
that is simple but full of charm. There is certainly good vigor here. 
The palate is medium bodied with succulent, ripe red strawberry 
fruit, caressing in terms of texture with a smooth, rounded finish that 
is a treat. It is a lovely wine. August 18, 2021

 Maison Roche de Bellene Vosne-Romanée  
Vieilles Village 2018

[88] Burghound
This too is very ripe with a similar fruit profile though with more spice  
influence. There is a bit better vibrancy on the palate of the middle 
weight flavors that culminate in a raspy, mildly rustic and warm finish 
that still manages to be better-balanced. April 2020
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 Maison Roche de Bellene Gevrey-Chambertin  
Champeaux Premier Cru 2018

[92] Wine & Spirits 
A black explosion of mineral intensity, this is a robust and concentrated  
Gevrey that finishes with lasting grace. The tannins hold all the flavors  
at bay, etching them with green-peppercorn spice, and demanding 
long aging to release the wine’s details. October 2020

[Gold Medal] 2021 Texsom International Wine Awards
May 2021

Piedmont Post 
This is a big step up in complexity and intensity from the village wine. 
It has an opulent, ripe nose of brambly red fruit, luscious strawberry, 
and redcurrant aromas. The palate is medium to full-bodied with 
fine, saturated tannins. It is very pure and builds gradually in the 
mouth, almost by stealth, toward a precise, tightly wound finish that 
lingers long. This wine needs at least five years of aging to show at its 
best and will last for decades. August 18, 2021

Maison Roche de Bellene Gevrey-Chambertin  
Lavaut St-Jacques Premier Cru 2018

[17] JancisRobinson.com
Floral notes with an underlying spicy earthiness. Ripe, red cherry 
on the palate, with fine, firm tannins and a spicy, long finish. Lovely. 
December 2019

Maison Roche de Bellene Vosne-Romanée  
Les Suchots Premier Cru 2018

[16.5] JancisRobinson.com
Mid crimson. Dusty, peppery and dark-fruited. Oak is in check here 
though the fruit is sinewy rather than generous. Maybe there is some 
whole-bunch effect here? Firm, chewy-chalky texture. Needs more 
time than many in this vintage. December 2019

 Maison Roche de Bellene Corton Grand Cru 2018
[90] Burghound
Fresh aromas of both red and dark currant and earth nuances lead to 
equally rich and lavishly opulent bigger-bodied flavors that deliver 
good length and better depth on the structured and very Corton-like 
finale where a touch of warmth gradually emerges. April 2020

 Maison Roche de Bellene Clos de la Roche  
Grand Cru 2018

[88-91] Burghound
This too is noticeably reduced but not nearly to the same extent. 
Otherwise there is acceptable vibrancy to the round, supple and  
unusually forward middle weight flavors that tighten up considerably 
on the slightly warm and drying finish. I suspect that this will  
eventually round into better form though it’s not necessarily clear 
that it will ever be truly distinguished. April 2020

Maison Roche de Bellene Charmes-Chambertin 
Grand Cru 2018

[88-91] Burghound
A mentholated top note is present on the ripe aromas of plum liqueur,  
red and dark raspberry and warm earth wisps. The palate impression  
is once again supple, round and quite forward, all wrapped in a similar  
finish that is mildly drying and noticeably warm. April 2020

[17.5] JancisRobinson.com
A slight reductive note on the nose, with dark fruit and a herbal tinge.  
The palate has plenty of freshness to lift the wine, the oak is really 
well managed here and certainly doesn’t overpower. A long and precise  
wine that has a savoury note to complement the minerality it clearly 
displays. Bravo! December 2019
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Maison Roche de Bellene Bellenos Cuvée Terroir
Piedmont Post — Best Value —
I was very interested to taste this wine as it breaks one of the  
Cardinal wine rules of Burgundy — you don’t mix grapes. This is an 
unheard-of blend of Gamay the grape of Beaujolais and Pinot Noir. 
This has a relatively opulent bouquet that is matched by its purity 
and delineation and luscious blueberry fruit. The palate is medium 
bodied with supple tannin, ripe and rounded black fruit leading to a 
lightly spiced finish. Eminently quaffable. This works! August 18, 2021

Maison Roche de Bellene Bellenos Rosé of Gamay Noir 
(Coteaux Bourguignons) 2018

[89] Kenswineguide.com 
This pale pink colored wine opens with a very faint strawberry bouquet.  
On the palate, this wine is medium bodied, balanced, approachable 
and very easy to drink. The flavor profile is a tasty mild watermelon 
with hints of tangerine. The finish is dry and refreshing. While this 
wine is not overly complex, it is quite enjoyable. It would be perfect 
to quaff at the beach or poolside with friends on a hot summer day. 
Enjoy. August 6, 2019

[HHHHH] Restaurant Wine 
Pale orange pink color. An elegant, medium bodied dry rose with fine 
character (cherry, black cherry, lemon, honey), excellent balance, and 
a crisp finish. Great value! 100% Gamay Noir, from vines averaging  
35 years of age. Fermented and aged in stainless steel; unfiltered.  
2019 Issues #184, #185 & #186

[87] ChristyCanterbury.com 
Shy on nose, there are hints of dusty rocks and strawberry hull. The 
clean and precise palate tastes of rhubarb and kirsch. This is a tart 
and tangy rosé. It has a good, medium body framed by lightly gruff 
tannins that pleasantly dry the modest finish. Definitely a wine for 
the table thanks to its foursquare structure. A dry rosé with a frisky 
attitude! Drink: 2020-21. June 15, 2020

[87] View From the Cellar By John Gilman 
The 2018 Bellenos Rosé of Gamay Noir is quite pale in color and 
offers up a bright, easy-going bouquet of white cherry, rhubarb, a 
touch of orange peel and white flowers. On the palate the wine is 
crisp, full-bodied and succulent at the core, with a sound acids and 
good length and bounce on the well-balanced finish. This is not 
particularly complex by any stretch of the imagination, but it hits the 
right notes. Issue #86, April 2020
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