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W H I T E  W I N E S

Maison Roche de Bellene 
Corton-Charlemagne Grand Cru 2014

[95] Tim Atkin
Restrained, mineral and pithy. Chalky, tight and mouthwateringly 
bone dry, this is pure and almost transparent in its flavours. Long, 
elegant and refined. January 2016

[94] Wine Enthusiast — Best of Year 2016 —
From old vines, as are most of the wines from this producer, this 
is a dense and powerful wine. New wood aging has given the wine 
a strongly toasty character balanced with creamy apple and yellow 
fruits. The wine is concentrated and obviously needs to age.
December 31, 2016

[93] Burghound
The classic CC aromas of green apple, citrus, white flowers and wet 
stone are present in abundance on this still youthfully timid nose that 
is trimmed in all-but-invisible wood. There is excellent punch to the 
well-detailed and intensely mineral-driven big-bodied flavors that 
possess only average mid-palate density but there is serious underlying  
tension and drive to the overtly austere, compact and linear finish that 
is shaped by a firm spine of citrus-tinged acidity. June 2016

[17.5] Jancis Robinson
Dense and richer than many. Racy with depth. Very long
and savoury. Much better than the Corton-Charlemagne
average. January 9, 2016

Highlights from the Press – Maison Roche de Bellene 2014

Maison Roche de Bellene Meursault Premier Cru,  
Les Charmes 2014

[95] Tim Atkin
A Charmes that reflects its geographical proximity to Puligny in the 
glass, this comes from three separate parcels in the Premier Cru. Taut 
and focused, it’s crisp and mineral-edged, showing notes of iodine 
and seaweed, attractive smoky oak and a crunchy finish. January 2016

[91] Wine Advocate
The 2014 Meursault 1er Cru Charmes has a clean and pure bouquet 
with honeysuckle and peach skin aromas that gently unfold in the 
glass. The palate is fresh on the entry with bitter lemon and orange 
zest, a little tight at the moment, but it already shows commendable 
substance. Afford this a couple of years in bottle, because this is a 
powerful Meursault that will deliver long-term pleasure. April 2016

[90-93] Burghound
Elegant, layered and ripe nose is completely clean while offering up 
notes of hazelnut, citrus, pear and acacia blossom. Once again, there 
is fine concentration and volume to the focused, delicious and sappy 
medium weight flavors that terminate in a powerful, serious and 
beautifully persistent finale. Worth checking out. June 2016

[17] Jancis Robinson
A tad reductive but with lots of charm. Rich on the palate and a nod 
to Coche Dury on the nose. Sinewy. January 9, 2016 
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Maison Roche de Bellene Meursault  
Les Chevalières 2014

[94] Tim Atkin 
Nicolas Potel’s négociant Meursaults are particularly impressive in 
2014. This single parcel white from the eastern side of the village is 
very complex and great value. Stylish, nutmeg-scented oak, good 
texture and a saline undertone. January 2016 

[88-91] Burghound 
A wonderfully fresh, cool and airy nose consists of green apple, citrus, 
white flowers and a hint of wood. There is fine precision and intensity 
to the quite finely detailed middle weight flavors that exhibit plenty of 
minerality on the ever-so-mildly austere, crisp and notable dry finale. 
Lovely. June 2016

Maison Roche de Bellene Meursault  
Vieilles Vignes 2014

[92] Wine & Spirits  
        — Year’s Best White Burgundies 2017 —
Nicolas Potel makes this wine from a 2.5-acre parcel of vines ranging 
from 48 to 62 years old. Their fruit concentration shows in this wine’s 
intensity of fresh pear and riper apricot notes, along with vibrant acidity  
that lasts on green notes of lime and tarragon. Oak wraps the flavors 
for now, needing a year or two in the bottle to integrate. April 2018

[90] Wine Enthusiast — Best of Year 2016 —
The wine is soft and rounded. With creamed apple and pear flavors 
over touches of wood, it is a toasty wine in a generous style that has 
made Meursault popular for many years. Fruity and ripe, the wine 
will be ready to drink from 2018. December 31, 2016

[88] Wine Advocate
The 2014 Meursault Vieilles Vignes, which comes from five different 
lieux-dits, has a stoic, chalky, granitic nose that leans towards Puligny 
in style. The palate is crisp and fresh on the entry, taut with fresh 
green apple mixed with lime and fresh pear, a hint of sour lemon 
towards the finish that demonstrates good depth, but it needs another 
year or two in bottle so that it can find its natural “flow.” April 2016 

[88] Burghound
Curiously this is mildly reduced yet still manages to seem fresh and 
that sense of vibrancy extends to the detailed, intense and solidly 
concentrated medium weight flavors that exhibit a subtle minerality 
on the ever-so-slightly austere finale. This is not presently particularly 
complex but the underlying material appears to be present such that 
more will develop with a few years of bottle age and my rating offers 
the benefit of the doubt that it will. June 2017 ( Issue #67)

 Maison Roche de Bellene  
Puligny-Montrachet Vieilles Vignes 2014

[92] Wine Enthusiast — Best of Year 2016 —
This is part of a collection of wines from old vine parcels put together 
by Nicolas Potel. The wine comes from vines up to 62-years-old, 
that are rich in opulent fruitiness which is shot through with acidity. 
Wood aging has added a toasty character without losing any sight of 
the fruit. It is a fine wine that should age further. December 31, 2016

[91] Wine & Spirits  
        — Year’s Best White Burgundies 2017 —
The vines that provide this wine’s concentrated fruit range from 42 to 
62 years old, offering a muscular wine that feels cold and electric in 
its youth. The reduction takes it toward onion scents, the structure 
demanding, unyielding and powerful. Salty, spicy, floral and tense, 
this needs bottle age to mellow and evolve. April 2018

[89] Burghound
Here too there is a trace of reduction though it is more subtle and 
more easily allows the green apple, citrus and soft floral nuances to be  
appreciated. The old vines show as there is fine density to the relatively  
robust middle weight flavors that also exude a discreet minerality on 
the dry, clean, focused and solidly persistent finish. This is not an  
elegant rendition but it does offer very good quality and is worth 
considering. June 2017 ( Issue #67)
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Maison Roche de Bellene Saint-Aubin 2014
[91] Wine & Spirits — Best Buy — 
        — Year’s Best White Burgundies 2017 —
Saturated with clean fruit and long on mineral spice, this wine is more 
cool and vibrant than the 2015 (also recommended here). While the 
2015 warms toward alcohol, this wine leans into its acidity, which 
is why this critic gives it a slight edge. If you like a tighter wine with 
pink-peppercorn spice, check this out. If you prefer a rounder style, 
go for the ’15. Either way, you’re getting a pretty great deal. April 2018

[90] Wine Spectator 
An austere white, this exhibits lemon, floral, spice and stone flavors, 
matched to a bracing structure. Stays moderately long on the finish. 
Web Only 2017

[88] Wine Enthusiast — Best of Year 2016 —
The wine is ripe with a fine mix of generous fruits and layers of toast. 
It is an opulent wine, full of fruitiness and with a crisper side from 
juicy acidity. Produced from 48-year-old vines, it has some fine con-
centration that gives the wine extra richness. December 31, 2016

[88] Burghound
There is just enough reduction to push the underlying fruit to the 
background though notes of lemon peel and petrol can be discerned. 
I like the lovely sense of underlying tension and fine delineation to  
the overtly stony middle weight flavors that are tightly coiled if not  
especially concentrated, all wrapped in a clean, very dry and moder-
ately austere finale. This is best suited for those who enjoy bone dry 
and mineral-driven wines and don’t mind a healthy dose of austerity 
with it. June 2017 ( Issue #67)

[85] Wine Advocate
The 2014 Saint Aubin Village has an attractive, quite peachy, nectar-
ine-tinged bouquet with good definition. The palate is well balanced 
with crisp apple and pear notes, not a complex village Cru, but fresh 
and tensile, with a touch of salinity on the finish. Drink over the next 
2-3 years. April 2016 

 Maison Roche de Bellene Saint-Véran 2014
[89] Burghound
An exceptionally pretty nose features citrus, floral, apple and pear 
scents. There is good verve to the utterly delicious, detailed and lightly 
mineral-inflected middle weight flavors that terminate in a clean, 
moderately dry and solidly persistent finish. This is one of those 
whites that isn’t incredible but that delivers outstanding quality for its 
modest appellation. This is one to buy by the case and drink over the 
next 2 to 3 years as the balance is so good that it will age if you can 
stay away from it! Yes, I know that basic St. Véran doesn’t get much 
respect, and frankly rarely deserves a whole lot unless you’re talking 
about one of the better vineyards there; but do your pocketbook a 
favor and just try this. You’ll agree for yourself! Highly recommended 
for value. June 2017 ( Issue #67)

[87] Wine Enthusiast — Best of Year 2016 — 
This is a new wine from this negociant house that specializes in 
limited production wines. It is a smooth and rounded wine, ripe with 
apples and yellow fruits as well as being cut with acidity. The wine is 
refreshing and crisp at the end with a touch of minerality.  
December 31, 2016 

 Maison Roche de Bellene  
Bourgogne Chardonnay 2014

[88] Wine Enthusiast — Best of Year 2016 — 
Old vines in the Côte de Beaune and the Côte Chalonnaise to the 
south give this wine concentration. It has juicy apricot and green-
plum flavors that are spiced lightly with the wood aging. It is a crisp 
wine that is ready to drink. December 31, 2016 

[87] Wine & Spirits — Best Buy — 
        — Year’s Best White Burgundies 2017 —
Dark and toasty, with notes of warm wood spices and bitter orange  
flavors, this wine has a little brightness in the end. Chill it for 
nut-crusted salmon. April 2018
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R E D  W I N E S

 Maison Roche de Bellene  
Charmes-Chambertin Grand Cru 2014

[96] Wine Enthusiast – Cellar Selection –  
        — Best of Year 2016 —
Produced from a parcel of less than a third of an acre, this wine comes 
from 30-year-old vines. It is properly dark and dense, with great tan-
nins and rich black fruits. The 18 months in wood show in the spice 
and the complex texture. This serious wine will age for many years. 
December 31, 2016

[93] Wine & Spirits
This young wine’s grandeur is elusive at first, just heady spice and meaty  
black-cherry richness. Shake it up in a decanter and the spice turns 
exotic while the fruit concentration reveals a flavor of fraises des bois. 
Layered and substantial, this wine’s intensity seems to be on time delay,  
as if the sun came out a minute into the finish, lighting up all the 
flavor detail. This should begin to express itself more fully ten years 
from the vintage. October 2017

[93] Wine Spectator
Pretty cherry, black currant, spice and earth aromas and flavors are 
the hallmarks of this silky red. Balanced overall, with firm tannins for 
support, presenting a long aftertaste of cherry and spice. Web Only 2017

[93] Stephen Tanzer, Vinous
Bright, saturated dark red. Vibrant, primary scents of dark raspber-
ry, pomegranate, rose petal, black pepper and licorice. Penetrating, 
primary wine with terrific innermouth energy and tension; still a 
bit youthfully bound-up but not at all hard. The slowly rising dark 
berry, pomegranate and mineral flavors blow by the fine, dusty, noble 
tannins. A superb “true” Charmes in the making, in a relatively dark 
style. And likely to be long-lived. March 2017

[90-93] Burghound
A more discreet application of wood sets off a moderately soil-inflect-
ed and more complex nose that evidences notes of spice, plum, forest 
floor and pretty wild red berry scents. There is excellent punch and 
detail to the velvettextured middle weight plus flavors that terminate 
in a firm and ever-so-mildly rustic and austere finish that delivers 
very fine depth and excellent persistence. The flavors and finish are 
not as complex as the nose though there is certainly sufficiently good 
underlying material. April 2016

[17.5] Jancis Robinson
Mid dark cherry red. Very serious nose – not the simple Charmes 
fruit. Racy and lively – sinewy – not heavy but lots of personality. 
Bitter cherries and a very dry but not drying finish. January 9, 2016 

 Maison Roche de Bellene  
Clos De La Roche Grand Cru 2014

[91-93] Burghound
There is outstanding size, weight, cencentration and punch to the 
soil-inflected flavors that display plenty of muscle on the linear, aus-
tere and impressively persistent finish. A qualitative choice. April 2016 

 Maison Roche de Bellene  
Clos De La Vougeot Grand Cru 2014

[95] Tim Atkin
Impressive expression. Concentrated, spicy and sweet, with polished 
tannins, plenty of oak, notes of clove and cinnamon and the richness 
and backbone to age. January 2016 

Maison Roche de Bellene Corton Grand Cru 2014
[95] Wine Enthusiast – Cellar Selection –  
       — Best of Year 2016 —
While the color of this wine is light, the intensity and the structure are 
not. It comes from 30-year-old vines, planted densely that gives the 
wine huge concentration. It is firm full of tannins that lie over the ripe 
fruit. As it develops, this wine will be sumptuous, ripe and impressive. 
December 31, 2016

[91] Wine Advocate
The 2014 Corton Grand Cru has a very warm and inviting bouquet, 
a little more extraction than other 2014s from Nicolas Potel, but he 
has maintained great delineation and terroir expression. The palate is 
easy-going, surprisingly approachable thanks to its supple tannin and 
rounded, sensual red berry fruit; it is smooth and harmonious on the 
finish. Savor this over the next 5-7 years, but don’t feel forced to cellar 
this despite its grand cru status. April 2016

Continues
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[90] Stephen Tanzer, Vinous
Bright medium red. Reticent, slightly peppery aromas of raspberry, 
redcurrant and smoky minerality. Plump, broad and mouthfilling, but 
more noteworthy for its volume than for its definition or complexity 
today. This wine needs time in bottle to lose some of its baby fat and 
gain in shape. Finishes with substantial but ripe oakdriven tannins. 
March 2017

Maison Roche de Bellene Echezeaux Grand Cru 2014
[95] Wine Enthusiast – Cellar Selection –  
        — Best of Year 2016 —
Produced from less than half an acre of the Grand Cru vineyard, the 
wine has power and dark concentration. It is a rich wine with black 
fruit and solid tannins that promise long-term aging. The wood aging 
has given the wine an even richer character, bringing out spice and 
licorice flavors. December 31, 2016

[94] Tim Atkin
Not short of toasty, slightly drying oak on the nose and palate, but 
this has plenty of flavour and vigour too. It’s textured and bright, 
showing lots of red berry fruit, glossy tannins and a smoky, spicy 
finish. January 2016

[93] Wine & Spirits
Compressed and buzzing with energy, this has the hum of a honeybee 
circling for pollen. Or is it the scent and density of flower petals seem-
ingly pressed into the flavor of the wine? Either way, it’s a precise and 
powerful Echezeaux, a hive of flavor activity in a racy and youthful 
grand cru. October 2017

[92] Stephen Tanzer, Vinous
Bright medium red. Aromas of redcurrant, raspberry, red plum, spices  
and tobacco are lifted by floral and orange zest topnotes. Fine-grained, 
creamy and intense, showing a lovely restrained sweetness to its spice 
and red berry flavors. Nicely integrated acidity gives this medium-
bodied wine definition and shape. Finishes with piquant orange zest 
and spice notes and lovely lift. Tannins are firm but not at all dry or 
hard. Balanced already, this wine should gain in flesh and weight with 
bottle age. March 2017

[90-93] Burghound
There is a velvety texture to the delicious, round, suave and seductively  
textured middle weight flavors that possess good verve and finesse as 
well as fine depth and length on the firm but not really austere finale. 
April 2016

[90] Wine Advocate
The 2014 Echézeaux Grand Cru, which was taken from cask, has a 
well-defined blackberry and cranberry scented bouquet, backward at 
the moment, a little pinched perhaps. The palate is medium-bodied 
with supple red berry fruit, a keen line of acidity and satisfying depth. 
There is a touch of spice towards the finish of this very decent,  
structured Echézeaux. April 2016

[17] Jancis Robinson
Bright crimson. Edgy bitter-cherry fruits. Edgy and racy and exciting. 
January 9, 2016

Maison Roche de Bellene Gevrey-Chambertin  
Premier Cru, Champeaux 2014

[94] Tim Atkin
Subtle, nuanced red that’s all about fruit weight rather than smoky 
oak. Fine, elegant and pepper spicy, this has lacy tannins, vibrant 
berry fruit and crisp, underlying minerality. January 2016

[93] Wine Enthusiast – Cellar Selection –  
        — Best of Year 2016 —
The wine comes from a parcel that is less than an acre. Vines aged for 
45 years on average have created a structured, concentrated wine with 
powerful tannins and dark, black fruits. It is a wine for serious aging, 
It’s unlikely to be ready before 2020. December 31, 2016

[92] Wine Advocate
The 2014 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru les Champeaux has a con-
vincing, delineated, mineral-driven bouquet that lends freshness and 
vitality to the aromatics, lively and lucid. The palate is medium-bod-
ied with fine tannin, that mineral theme continuing here with tart red 
cherry and black plum laced with cold stone notes on the finish. This 
is excellent wine that has the substance to age for a decade and more. 
April 2016

[90] Wine & Spirits
Tingling with high-toned energy, this wine’s scents of fennel and red 
berries meet up with jangly acidity and tannins that shorten it in the 
end. It’s brisk and vibrant, and should integrate with a few years of 
bottle age. October 2017

[90] Stephen Tanzer, Vinous
Good medium red. Conveys a blacker fruit character on the nose than 
the village wine, with a complicating hint of licorice and a peppery 
whole-cluster quality. More tactile, ripe and deep, offering more 
energy and definition; there’s little sign of peppery underripeness here 
in spite of the stem component. The cherry and red berry flavors are 
complicated by a savory mineral quality. This suave, terroir-driven 
Gevrey finishes with fine tannins and good subtle length. March 2017

[88-91] Burghound
A discreet application of wood sets off an exceptionally fresh and 
cool nose of earth-inflected dark berry and plum aromas that exhibit 
plenty of sauvage character. There is really lovely vibtancy to the 
well-detailed medium bodied flavors that possess an attractive texture 
on the moderately austere, stony, complex and ever-soslightly drying 
finish. April 2016 
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Maison Roche De Bellene Gevrey-Chambertin  
Premier Cru, Lavaux Saint-Jacques 2014

[94] Wine Spectator
This is harmonious and smooth, with tannins enmeshed in the silky 
texture and sweet, ripe cherry and currant fruit. Smoke and spice 
notes add complexity. This kicks into overdrive on the long, energetic 
finish. Web Only 2017

[94] Tim Atkin
Deep in colour, airy, ethereal perfume and delicate tannins. The fruit 
is so vibrant you want to drink this now. January 2016

[91-93] Burghound
Aromatically complex because there is the sauvage-like earth, humus 
and underbrush influences. There is good vibrancy, detail and solid 
power to the medium-bodied and muscular flavors that are shaped 
by slightly firmer if less refined tannins on the overtly austere but 
gorgeously complex finish. This is textbook Lavaut. April 2016

[91] Wine & Spirits
Tense and constricted when first poured, this wine needs a hard shake 
in a decanter to show its finesse and the bright sting of its red fruit. 
Then it begins to feel more formidable, with a nasturtium-flower 
pepperiness to the tannins, lending spice to darken the fruit. It would 
match well with duck roasted with cherries. October 2017

[91] Stephen Tanzer, Vinous
Good medium red. Brooding aromas of dark cherry, gingerbread 
spice and botanical herbs. Savory, spicy flavors of pungent red berries 
and tangy minerals convey lovely depth and texture. Finishes surpris-
ingly sweet, firm and long, with a hint of boysenberry and seamless 
tannins. This very well-delineated wine conveys an attractive coolness 
in the style of the vintage. March 2017

[91] Wine Advocate
The 2014 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru Lavaux Saint- Jacques is 
refined, understated, slightly subdued and introspective than its 
fellow more outgoing 2014 Gevreys. The palate is medium-bodied 
with sappy red berry fruit, hints of sea salt and brine here, developing 
more depth towards the finish, suggesting that this broody and intro-
spective Lavaux will repay cellaring. One for the more patient among 
you. April 2016

[17] Jancis Robinson
Dark crimson. Savoury and racy. Very sweet start. Lovely fresh fruit. 
Polished and round. Very juicy with attractive perfume as well as 
volume on the palate. Tingly. January 9, 2016 

Maison Roche de Bellene Nuits-Saint Georges  
Premier Cru, Aux Boudots 2014

[90-92] Stephen Tanzer, Vinous
Dark red-ruby. Distinctly blacker in its fruit character, offering scents 
of blackberry, boysenberry, violet, licorice and spices. Juicy and  
sharply delineated, showing sneaky intensity and thrust to its dark 
berry and floral flavors accented by pepper. Tannins are firm but 
well-integrated, and build with air. January 2016

[90] Burghound
Slightly oaky nose though there is good vibrancy and freshness to the 
solidly concentrated, rich and sleekly muscular flavors that are shaped 
by moderately firm tannins on the austere, serious and definitely 
built-to-age finale. There is a trace of dryness present on the backend. 
April 2016

[89–91] Wine Advocate
The 2014 Nuits Saint George 1er Cru Boudots has a fragrant, floral 
bouquet with crushed violet infusing the blackberry and briary  
aromas. The palate is mediumbodied with slightly chewy tannin, a 
touch of vanilla layered over the black fruit, but unfolding nicely with 
good weight on the finish. It needs to coalesce once in bottle, so afford 
this 2-3 years to settle. April 2016

[17] Jancis Robinson
Bright and dense dark crimson. Little edge of bitterness. Lots of fruit 
concentration. Massive sweet fruit on the front palate. Massive impact. 
January 9, 2016 

 Maison Roche de Bellene Chambolle-Musigny  
Vieilles Vignes 2014

[89-91] Stephen Tanzer, Vinous
Bright, dark red. Sexy aromas of black raspberry and flowers are lifted 
by crushed stone and pepper notes and complemented by a touch of 
smoky oak. At once silky and delineated on the palate, conveying  
excellent inner-mouth energy to the flavors of raspberry jam, spices 
and saline minerality; an empyreumatic note, probably from the 
barrels, adds another dimension. This very classy, vibrant village wine 
finishes with subtle, even tannins that reach the front teeth. January 2016

Continues
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[88] Wine Advocate
The 2014 Chambolle-Musigny Vieilles Vignes has a clean and precise 
bouquet with redcurrant, black cherries and violet aromas, a bit of 
swagger here. The palate is medium-bodied with sappy red berry 
fruit, chewy in the mouth, a little coarse perhaps, but I suspect it will 
smooth out in bottle April 2016

[16] Jancis Robinson
Dark crimson. Flattering sweet fruit. January 9, 2016 

 Maison Roche de Bellene Gevrey-Chambertin  
Vieilles Vignes 2014

[92] Wine Enthusiast — Best of Year 2016 —
From a two-acre parcel of vines planted in 1950, this is a finely per-
fumed, rich wine. It has generous red fruits and an equally opulent 
ripe character. The tannins are there— a dry layer that is supporting 
the spice—as is a firm solid texture. December 31, 2016

[89] Wine Spectator
A mix of cherry, earth and spice flavors marks this rich, firm style. A 
touch austere now, yet long and solid. Web Only 2017

[88-90] Burghound
Beautifully complex with its airy array of very pretty red berries, 
spice, earth and discreet violet and lilac wisps. The sleek and intense 
medium weight flavors possess a polished mouth feel while delivering 
solid length on the discreetly mineral-driven finale. This is an inviting 
Gevrey villages. April 2016

[86-88] Stephen Tanzer, Vinous
Bright, pale-medium red. Reticent, perfumed nose suggests a wine of 
moderate concentration and ripeness. Supple and rather delicate in 
the mouth, with red berry flavors accented by peppery herbs. Little in 
the way of easy sweetness here. Finishes with a soft dusting of tannins 
and a perfumed quality but only modest length. January 2016

[86] Wine Advocate
The 2014 Gevrey-Chambertin Vieilles Vignes has an attractive, 
menthol-tinged bouquet that opens nicely in the glass. The palate is 
medium-bodied with firm tannin, a little foursquare at the moment, 
though there is decent weight towards the spice-tinged finish that just 
needs to muster more persistence. April 2016 

 Maison Roche de Bellene Nuits-Saint-Georges  
Vieilles Vignes 2014

[92] Wine Enthusiast — Best of Year 2016 —
Negociant Nicolas Potel has made a specialty of sourcing old vines. In 
this wine, they are between 44 and 54-yearsold. The wine is rich and 
concentrated—dark with tannins and generous with black fruits. It is 
firm and obviously needs to age. December 31, 2016

[89] Wine Spectator
A solid red, this boasts cherry and currant flavors, with a hint of spice. 
Moderate tannins and fresh acidity lend structure. Fine length. Web 
Only 2017

[89] Stephen Tanzer, Vinous
Moderately saturated medium red. Slightly high-toned, musky aromas  
of redcurrant, cherry, smoked meat and underbrush, plus a hint of 
leather. Surprisingly creamy and supple on the palate, with red berry 
and spice flavors; a rather easygoing, fruit-driven village wine for 
relatively early consumption. March 2017 

 Maison Roche de Bellene Savigny-Lès-Beaune  
Vieilles Vignes 2014

[91] Wine Enthusiast — Best of Year 2016 —
Vines planted in 1947 are the source of this dark and concentrated 
wine. It has a strongly smoky character with dry tannins. They con-
trast with the potential of the red cherry and berry fruits that are ripe 
and juicy. The wine is developing well and should be ready to drink 
from 2019. December 31, 2016 
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 Maison Roche de Bellene Volnay Vieilles Vignes 2014
[93] Wine Spectator
A bright, sleek style, displaying violet, cherry and black currant 
aromas and flavors. Well-structured and balanced, this lingers with 
smoke and mineral accents. Terrific length. Web Only 2017

[92] Wine Enthusiast — Best of Year 2016 —
Vines planted in 1934 are behind this smooth and concentrated wine. 
It has red-berry crispness as well as a cool crisp texture from acidity 
and tannins. With aging potential, the wine is perfumed and still firm. 
December 31, 2016

[87] Wine Advocate
The 2014 Volnay Vieilles Vignes has an attractive raspberry, crushed 
strawberry and tomato vine scented bouquet that is charming and 
demonstrates commendable detail. The palate is medium-bodied 
with supple tannin, not a complex Volnay by any means, though well 
balanced and with easy-drinking grace. April 2016

[86-88] Stephen Tanzer, Vinous
Bright ruby-red. Spicy black cherry and licorice aromas show attrac-
tive perfumed lift. Juicy and brooding in the mouth, with dark berry 
and leather flavors accented by peppery herbs. With modest flesh; 
its acidity accentuates the dusty tannins on the back end. But there’s 
good intensity and persistence here. January 2016 

 Maison Roche de Bellene Vosne-Romanée  
Vieilles Vignes 2014

[88-90] Stephen Tanzer, Vinous
Medium red. Attractive lift to the aromas of raspberry and rose petal.  
Fine-grained and light on its feet, showing lovely inner-mouth perfume  
to the flavors of raspberry, spices, violet and rose petal accented by 
fresh herbs. Finishes with firm, harmonious tannins and noteworthy 
verve. January 2016

[86] Wine Advocate
The 2014 Vosne-Romanée Village has an expressive, slightly earthy 
bouquet with cranberry and redcurrant aromas developing in the 
glass. I appreciate the delineation here for a village Cru. The palate 
is medium-bodied with just a little rusticity on the entry, moderate 

depth and showing a touch of austerity towards the finish. Hopefully 
this will flesh out with some bottle age. April 2016

 Maison Roche de Bellene Bourgogne  
Pinot Noir, Vieilles Vignes 2014

[88] Wine & Spirits – Best Buy – 
Firmly stating its provenance as Burgundy, this red shows depth of 
character in a light, spicy wine. The fruit is ripe and generous enough 
to make an impression, even if that overall impression is a little 
volatile. The tense acidity will clean up after Charolais beef carpaccio. 
October 2017

[87] Wine Enthusiast — Best of Year 2016 —
This wine is produced from vines aged 62–88 years old. It has ripe 
red fruits and soft tannins creating a wine that is generous and ready 
to drink. It is a blend of grapes from the flat lands beyond the slopes 
in the Côte d’Or. The wine finishes with acidity as well as attractive 
fruitiness. December 31, 2016 

Maison Roche de Bellene  
Bellenos Cuvée Rouge (Coteaux Bourguignons) 2014

[87] Wine Enthusiast  — Best of Year 2016 —
A blend of Gamay and Pinot Noir, this wine has qualities from both 
grapes. It has the bright cherry flavors of the Gamay and the rich, 
red-berry fruits of the Pinot Noir. They are finely integrated into this 
soft ripe wine that is ready to drink. December 31, 2016 


