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As we get ready for the annual “Called Together in Mis-
sion” (CTIM) event, it is important to note that our 
calling is not limited to an event. 

We really are called. And as important as it can be to 
live a baptized life as individuals, we are called together. 
And this sacred calling is not simply for the sake of being 
together. It’s about being together in mission, living out 
our baptism together for mission. And it’s not just any 
mission. We are called together in and for the mission of 
Jesus Christ, into which God’s own Spirit is persistently 
leading us. 

The people who follow @BishopBurk on Twitter know 
that I frequently conclude a “tweet” with #InThisTogether. 
It is intended as a reminder to me as much as anyone else 
that while we are drawn together to provide a witness to the 
world, our witness is stronger when we know we are together 
… and when we demonstrate it in how we act as partners in 
a shared calling.

So whether it is 
• Worshiping regularly in a local community of faith.
• Participating in an event (like CTIM) that draws people 
from across the synod to rediscover and celebrate how the 
Spirit is active in our lives. 
• Welcoming companions from the Pare Diocese of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania to learn from each 
other and renew our partnership in the gospel. 
• Studying Scripture with people we know. 
• Sharing faith stories with people we’ve just met. 

#InThisTogether
• Stocking shelves at the 
local food pantry.
•  Te am i ng  up  w i t h 
other congregations 
to get something done 
for people in need (and 
the examples go on and 
on) ...

. . .  in each case we 
really are in this together 
for the sake of the world. 
And that  is  Christ’s  
mission … the world. 
Serving the needs of 
the world that God so 
loves.

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of 
disciples, together following our teacher Jesus Christ into every 
walk of life, together serving in Christ’s mission to the world, 
and together witnessing to your love wherever you will send 
us;  for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

(Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 75)

Bishop Michael L. Burk
@BishopBurk
#InThisTogether
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call to become the next pastoral leader at St. Paul Lao.”
Phoutaly is in his first year of the TEEM program. A 

majority of the classwork is done online and three times a 
year he travels to Wartburg’s campus for study. 

“I really enjoy my time on campus building community 
with my classmates and learning from the professors,” he said. 
“If it were not for the support that has been so generously 
given to St. Paul Lao by the members of Resurrection I would 
not have been able to enroll in the TEEM program. I am look-
ing forward to what the future holds for St. Paul Lao and my 
call to ministry. I am ready to serve where God is calling me.”

A mission-driven congregation
Resurrection’s financial support has also helped develop St. 
Paul Lao’s youth and young adult ministry. In November 
2012 members traveled to Laos to volunteer and teach Eng-
lish at Ton seevit (Tree of Life). Many of the youth came back 
filled with the Spirit and a desire to continue serving in their 
community. 

More than 6,000 refugees from Burma have made Iowa 
their home in the past five years. Mem-
bers of St. Paul Lao are doing what they 
can to support the Burmese in Des 
Moines.

“When a new Burmese family comes 
into our community, members of the 
congregation bring food and clothing. 
We also find out what furniture they 
need—beds, couches, dressers—and 
do what we can to find those items for 
them,” said Souk, who also picks up the 
Burmese members of the congregation 
for worship every Sunday morning. 

Three days a week, youth group 
members Ap and Katai Saenvong volun-
teer at Embarc, a grassroots community 
nonprofit focused on helping refugee 

families and communities thrive in Iowa. They help youth 
and adults with math, writing, computer skills and English.

“During the week we volunteer from 2-4 p.m. helping 
Burmese students with their math and English. On Sat-
urday afternoons we spend time at Embarc helping with 
schoolwork and also just hanging out, listening, talking 
and building relationships with the people,” Ap said. “St. 
Paul Lao has received support 
from the members at Resurrec-
tion, and it feels good to be able 
to use the blessings we have 
received to give back to the 
Burmese community.”  �
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We are an active mission-driven community of faith,” 
said Souk Khanthavixay, youth leader of St. Paul 
Lao Lutheran Church in Des Moines.

St. Paul, also known as St. Paul Lao, is a multicultural con-
gregation in the Southeastern Iowa Synod. In 2007 members 
welcomed 80 first- and second-generation Laotian refugees 
into their community of faith through the affirmation of 
baptism. On Sunday mornings you will find a welcoming 
and joyful community of adults and 
youth who have a strong sense of mis-
sion and leadership. Parishioners are 
listening to where the Spirit is calling 
them. And they are answering that call 
with the help of Resurrection Lutheran 
Church in Ankeny.

Fou r  ye ars  ago  R e su r re c t i on 
embarked on a capital campaign. The 
congregation decided to have a percent-
age of the money raised designated for 
benevolence. “Resurrection was estab-
lished in 1978 as a new congregation, 
and there was a strong desire among the 
parishioners to support a congregation 
that was going through a time of growth 
and renewal,” said Lisa Parker, pastor of 
Resurrection. “I reached out to the synod office and Pastor 
Gloria Dovre connected us with St. Paul Lao.”

Resurrection’s capital campaign made it possible for 
Phoutaly Onelangsy, a member of St. Paul Lao, to enroll in 
the Theological Education for Emerging Ministries (TEEM) 
program, an alternate route to ordination, at Wartburg 
Theological Seminary, Dubuque. 

Before moving from the East Coast to Des Moines, 
Phoutaly served as an associate pastor in the Mennonite 
church. “After I joined St. Paul Lao I began to feel a strong 
sense of call from God to be a pastoral leader and presence 
in the congregation,” he said. “[ELCA] Pastor Bounkeo 
Bounma has raised me up and supported me as I pursue my 

St. Paul Lao  
responds to the  
Spirit’s call
in its community
By Minda Davison
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We are used to praying “in the name of Jesus.” But 
what does it mean to live and serve “in the name 
of Jesus?” Join us for the 2015 Southeastern Iowa 

Synod Assembly as we worship, sing, share stories of our 
faith and act ... In the Name of Jesus.

This year’s assembly will include election of Synod Coun-
cil members, synod secretary and voting members to the 
2016 Churchwide Assembly.

What you need to know

Pre-assembly materials
Agenda, reports, nominations, resolutions and more are 
available on the synod’s website at www.seiasynod.org/
assembly. Check out these materials to learn about what’s 
happening in the synod, who the ELCA churchwide repre-
sentative for this year’s assembly is and more.

All pre-assembly materials will be available on May 1.

Registration
Online registration and paper registration options are avail-
able by visiting www.seiasynod.org/assembly.

Resolutions
One avenue of access for congregations, conferences, synod 
organizational units and voting members to address issues 

Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly
‘In the Name of Jesus’

Friday, May 29-Saturday, May 30

Lutheran Church of Hope, West Des Moines
and propose a plan for action is the resolution. Resolutions 
help organize the work of the assembly by clarifying impor-
tant issues or concerns.

Resolutions are first reviewed by the Reference and Coun-
sel Committee, which will make recommendations to the 
assembly to facilitate voting members’ work. But the resolu-
tions belong to the assembly and may be amended, rejected 
or adopted after consideration by the voting members.

Resolutions may be submitted until 45 days prior to the 
first day the assembly meets. For the 2015 assembly, resolu-
tions must be in the synod office by Tuesday, April 14.

For more information visit www.seiasynod.org/
assembly.

Youth and young adult voting members
The 2011 Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly adopted a 
resolution that encourages congregations to send at least 
one youth or young adult as a voting member of the synod 
assembly, toward a goal for at least 10 percent of the assem-
bly voting members to be youth and young adults.

The definition of “youth” is a confirmed member 17 and 
younger. It is recommended that a voting member be of high 
school age. The definition of “young adult” is a confirmed 
member between the ages of 18 to 30.

For more information regarding young/young adult 
voting members, contact the Rev. Eric Carlson (Carlson@
seiasynod.org).  �
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‘Lutheran Day on the Hill’
Monday, March 9
Des Moines

Join Lutheran Services in 
Iowa (LSI) and members 
of the Southeastern Iowa 

Synod for a day that is essential in giving a voice to 
those who aren’t heard, for seeking social justice, 
and for empowering people to exercise their right 
and responsibility to be part of the legislative pro-
cess.

When we as a synod participate in “Lutheran Day 
on the Hill,” it is an outward expression of our faith 
and commitment to be God’s hands in the world 
(Bishop Michael Burk).

Register for “Lutheran Day on the Hill” at www.
lsiowa.org/ldh.

‘Called Together in Mission’
People of the Spirit
Saturday, March 14
First Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids

We are people of the Spirit! 
Join members of the South-
eastern Iowa Synod for 
“Called Together in Mission” 
(CTIM). �is year CTIM is 
excited to welcome Dr. Troy 
Tro�gruben, an assistant 
professor at Wartburg �eo-
logical Seminary, Dubuque, 
as the keynote speaker. 

Tro�gruben will engage and inspire conference 
participants to 
action around the topic “What it means to be 
people of the Spirit.”

Join us for a day that will leave you with a fresh 
understanding of our identity as children of God, 
led by the Spirit. Go to www.seiasynod.org/CTIM 
for workshop information and to register.

‘Companions in Christ’
Companion synod/diocese celebration
Saturday, April 18
Faith Lutheran Church, Clive

All are welcome to learn about the companion 
relationship between the Pare Diocese of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania and the 
Southeastern Iowa Synod. Diocesan Bishop Charles 
Mjema and the Rev. Nahana Mjema will be the 
keynote speakers.

Cost is $10/person
Register by April 10 at www.seiasynod.org/ 
ministries/companion-synod

Questions? Contact the Rev. Eric Carlson, assistant 
to the bishop (319-631-8031, carlson@seiasynod.
org).

Upcoming events in the Southeastern Iowa Synod


