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                      A Course in Miracles Mentoring © 

 
                       

DAY 9 – Why is God taking so long? 

Key Topics: 

 Fear causes delay 

 Where there is delay, God’s Plan has already been abandoned 

 The Divine Plan does not depend on you 

 I Need Do Nothing 

 Trust is required 

 Forgiveness is the Key to Happiness 

 In quietness, are all things resolved 

Fear causes delay  
Truth and illusions are mutually exclusive. This means that when you focus on one, you 
automatically give up your awareness of the other. Whenever you feel fearful, you are focusing 
on illusions and you are listening to your ego, being the Teacher of Pain. Fear always brings a 
fearful or less than peaceful experience. God cannot give you what you are unwilling to have. If 
you are committed to focusing on fear, worry, lack, or stress, then your underlying declaration 
is that a happy outcome is not what you want. God cannot take your fear from you. It must be 
relinquished by you because God will never belittle you, take over your mind, or rescind your 
power of choice. By choosing to focus on fear in any form, your Teacher of Peace must wait to 
intervene until you change your mind. The end result is that fear causes delay. The Holy Spirit 
cannot give you His loving and happy answer until this is the ONLY thing you want. Whenever 
you are tempted to go into fear, remind yourself that fear causes delay! If you are having 
trouble in letting go of the fear, then ask your Teacher of Peace to heal your mind of all the 
conditions that have brought your fear about, and then let Him (the best you can) without 
resistance. I will help you to release your worry and fear in our upcoming healing videos. 
 

Where there is delay, God’s Plan has already been abandoned 
For any situation where you feel delayed, or it seems that God is taking too long in giving  
you an answer, it means that you have already abandoned God’s Plan for your happiness.  
I don’t mean for this to sound harsh or offensive, but if you interpret an outcome as delayed, 
inadequate, or uncertain, it means you have devised your own plan, and your plan is not being 
met according to what you think you need. The fact is this: If the plan is not up to you, how 
could you possibly know if it has been delayed, or if it is inadequate or uncertain?  By assuming 
that you do know and you are capable of making this assessment, your underlying declaration  
is that you have already abandoned God’s Plan and replaced it with your own. This is not 
something to judge yourself about. It is something to be aware of, so you can refrain from 
doing this as quickly as possible. This will shorten the time it takes to have peace restored  
to your mind. God loves you completely and would never choose suffering, lack, delay, misery, 
complexity, illness, loneliness, or any form of fear or challenge on your behalf. 
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The Divine Plan does not depend on you 
One of the hardest things to understand is that the Divine Plan does not depend on you for its 
accomplishment.  You are so used to solving every problem yourself, based on your belief in 
separation, that playing the role of “problem solver” has become an engrained part of your 
daily routine. It sounds quite noble to be self-sustaining and responsible, yet the underlying 
declaration is that you are the Creator and Source, and therefore God is unnecessary. Some 
people define the ego as “edging God out” and rightly so. The ego’s function is to prove that 
you are a finite, separated being, and that God does not exist. 

In A Course in Miracles, it says, “You make it difficult, because you insist there must be  
more that you need do. You find it difficult to accept the idea that you need give so little,  
to receive so much. And it is very hard for you to realize it is not personally insulting that your 
contribution and the Holy Spirit's are so extremely disproportionate. You are still convinced 
that your understanding is a powerful contribution to the truth, and makes it what it is. Yet  
we have emphasized that you need understand nothing. Salvation is easy just because it asks 
nothing you cannot give right now.” ACIM Ch.18.IV.7.2-7 This paragraph is not an easy one to 
accept, from the ego’s perspective, yet it is a delightful paragraph to embrace once you realize 
how little is asked of you. 

I Need Do Nothing 
If you are still not sure about the “I need do nothing” part, here are a few excerpts from 
Ch.18.VII:6-8: “Here is the ultimate release which everyone will one day find in his own way,  
at his own time… Save time for me by only this one preparation, and practice doing nothing 
else. "I need do nothing" is a statement of allegiance, a truly undivided loyalty. Believe it for 
just one instant, and you will accomplish more than is given to a century of contemplation,  
or of struggle against temptation. To do anything involves the body. And if you recognize you 
need do nothing, you have withdrawn the body's value from your mind. Here is the quick and 
open door through which you slip past centuries of effort, and escape from time. This is the 
way in which sin loses all attraction right now. For here is time denied, and past and future 
gone. Who needs do nothing has no need for time. To do nothing is to rest, and make a place 
within you where the activity of the body ceases to demand attention. Into this place the 
Holy Spirit comes, and there abides. He will remain when you forget, and the body's activities 
return to occupy your conscious mind. Yet there will always be this place of rest to which you 
can return. And you will be more aware of this quiet center of the storm than all its raging 
activity. This quiet center, in which you do nothing, will remain with you, giving you rest in the 
midst of every busy doing on which you are sent. For from this center will you be directed how 
to use the body sinlessly. It is this center, from which the body is absent, that will keep it so in 
your awareness of it.” 

Trust is required  
Trusting your Teacher of Peace is an essential part of your journey back to peace. In the Course 
it says, “You have very little trust in me as yet, but it will increase as you turn more and more 
often to me instead of to your ego for guidance. The results will convince you increasingly  
that this choice is the only sane one you can make. No one who learns from experience that 
one choice brings peace and joy while another brings chaos and disaster needs additional  
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convincing. Learning through rewards is more effective than learning through pain, because 
pain is an ego illusion, and can never induce more than a temporary effect. The rewards of God, 
however, are immediately recognized as eternal… You may believe that you have already 
accepted this difference, but you are by no means convinced as yet. The fact that you believe 
you must escape from the ego shows this; but you cannot escape from the ego by humbling it 
or controlling it or punishing it.” ACIM Ch.4.VI.3 Your trust in your Teacher of Peace will develop 
and grow over time. Practice asking and listening to Him frequently, and your trust will develop 
quickly, naturally, and easily, even if you have never trusted anyone or anything before. 

Forgiveness is the Key to Happiness 
You can see from the above that there are several items to consider if you feel that God is 
taking too long in giving you an answer. I’m going to add one more “huge one” to the pile.  
It is this: If you see any other person as less than whole, inadequate, guilty, wrong, irritating, 
evil, etc. (you know the list), then your underlying declaration is that they are NOT the Holy 
Child of God. The problem is that you are one with them. If you decide that they are not  
worthy of God’s love, blessings, and attention, then you MUST include YOURSELF with them. 
The bottom line is that if you are holding a judgment or grievance against another person, 
this will delay your answer and your blessing. Your Teacher of Peace cannot bless you with 
the truth while you are focusing on illusions.  

In Chapter 31.III.1, the Course says, “Only the self-accused condemn. As you prepare to make a 
choice that will result in different outcomes, there is first one thing that must be overlearned.  
It must become a habit of response so typical of everything you do that it becomes your first 
response to all temptation, and to every situation that occurs. Learn this, and learn it well,  
for it is here delay of happiness is shortened by a span of time you cannot realize. You never 
hate your brother for his sins, but only for your own. Whatever form his sins appear to take, it 
but obscures the fact that you believe them to be yours, and therefore meriting a "just" attack.” 
ACIM Ch.31.III.1 

In quietness, are all things resolved 
Hearing God’s answer, through the Holy Spirit, requires that you get quiet and listen, without 
the interference of opinions, judgments, and outside noise. Practice quieting your mind and 
listening frequently. Quietness is the place to go to listen, without agenda. This is the place to 
go for help for anything you need. The peace of God is within you now and every answer is 
already there. In Chapter 27.IV.1, it says, “In quietness are all things answered, and is every 
problem quietly resolved.”  

 


