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DAY 72 – Fear of Failure 

Key Topics: 

 God is your safety in every circumstance 

 Ever-Present help when you need it 

 It is helpful to include everyone in your prayers for effectiveness 

 Fear is a sign that you have already decided against yourself 

 Does calling on the name of Jesus Christ help? 

 Jesus refers to Himself as your Elder Brother 

 God will always speak to you in a language you understand 

God is your safety in every circumstance 

As a child, I was a 4.0 G.P.A. student through high school and I attribute this to my early  

reliance on God for helping me through every test, homework assignment, performance, and 

presentation. In the Course it says, “If you are trusting in your own strength, you have every 

reason to be apprehensive, anxious and fearful. What can you predict or control? What is there 

in you that can be counted on? What would give you the ability to be aware of all the facets of 

any problem, and to resolve them in such a way that only good can come of it? What is there  

in you that gives you the recognition of the right solution, and the guarantee that it will be 

accomplished? Of yourself you can do none of these things. To believe that you can is to put 

your trust where trust is unwarranted, and to justify fear, anxiety, depression, anger and 

sorrow. Who can put his faith in weakness and feel safe? Yet who can put his faith in strength 

and feel weak? God is your safety in every circumstance. His Voice speaks for Him in all 

situations and in every aspect of all situations, telling you exactly what to do to call upon  

His strength and His protection. There are no exceptions because God has no exceptions.  

And the Voice which speaks for Him thinks as He does.” ACIM Lesson 47.1-3 

Ever-Present help when you need it 

I didn’t know about the principles of A Course in Miracles when I was a child, yet I was raised  

to know that God is love and that help is always available. Before each exam, challenge, or 

intimidating situation, I would pause and pray (silently in my mind) for myself and the other 

students. There was one particular sentence that I learned in Christian Science while studying 

the Science & Health by Mary Baker Eddy, and I would use it frequently: 

"Spirit, God, gathers unformed thoughts into their proper channels, and unfolds these thoughts, 

even as He opens the petals of a holy purpose in order that the purpose may appear.” 
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I must have said that line to myself a thousand times throughout my school years, and I even 

remembering saying it just prior to taking the C.P.A. (Certified Public Accountants) exam. Every 

time I would say those words to myself, it was an acknowledgement that God was with me and 

I was not alone. I would imagine opening the top of my head and letting God send through 

everything I needed to be successful. And it worked every time.  

After saying my silent prayer to myself for the benefit of everyone in the room, and then 

starting the C.P.A. exam, I remember reading one of the first questions and it started with,  

“The Duncan’s bought a cottage…”  I remember laughing out loud because the C.P.A. exam is 

known to be so intimidating, yet the language used for this particular exam seemed to be so 

peaceful and relaxed. It is always amazing what happens when prayer is involved. 

It is helpful to include everyone in your prayers for effectiveness 

If you are in a competition or you are being evaluated on your personal skills, it may seem 

counter-productive to pray for your opponents along with yourself, yet this is what you must  

do if you want to tap into Divine Wisdom. God is not selective because His children are not 

separate. If you choose to see yourself as separate from God or from others, then you are 

taking a step away from Divine Wisdom and this will induce more fear. True achievement is 

never about winning or beating someone. It is about expressing yourself with your God-given 

gifts and talents through effortless grace. Every situation has the potential for a happy outcome 

as long as your Guide to Happiness is leading the way.   
 

Fear is a sign that you have already decided against yourself 

If you are afraid that you will fail, your fear is a sign that you have already decided against 

yourself and the outcome to your situation. The feeling of fear is the effect of the decision you 

have already made. If you want to avoid a negative experience or outcome in your situation, 

you must withdraw the decision you made and place your faith in the One Who Knows how to 

accomplish a positive outcome on your behalf. A Course in Miracles offers this quick exercise to 

reach into your real strength and safety whenever you need reinforcement: 
 

In ACIM Lesson 47 on “God is the strength in which I trust” it says, “Now try to slip past all 

concerns related to your own sense of inadequacy. It is obvious that any situation that causes 

you concern is associated with feelings of inadequacy, for otherwise you would believe that  

you could deal with the situation successfully. It is not by trusting yourself that you will gain 

confidence. But the strength of God in you is successful in all things.” ACIM Lesson 47.5 
 

“The recognition of your own frailty is a necessary step in the correction of your errors, but  

it is hardly a sufficient one in giving you the confidence which you need, and to which you  

are entitled. You must also gain an awareness that confidence in your real strength is fully 

justified in every respect and in all circumstances.” ACIM Lesson 47.6 
 

“In the latter phase of the practice period, try to reach down into your mind to a place of real 

safety. You will recognize that you have reached it if you feel a sense of deep peace, however  
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briefly. Let go all the trivial things that churn and bubble on the surface of your mind, and  

reach down and below them to the Kingdom of Heaven. There is a place in you where there  

is perfect peace. There is a place in you where nothing is impossible. There is a place in you 

where the strength of God abides.” ACIM Lesson 47.7 
 

Does calling on the name of Jesus Christ help? 

The Course teaches that Jesus Christ had a very clear understanding of God’s love and the 

perfection of creation. When you call upon his name through prayer, you are asking for His 

clarity and wisdom to guide you through your situation. The Course reminds you that names 

are symbols, yet this symbol is one of gratitude and acknowledgement for all the gifts that God 

has given you. Using His Name in prayer is not required, though it does save time because you 

are directing your attention to One Whose clarity will provide immediate help and guidance to 

you in any situation.  
 

In the ACIM Teachers’ Manual, it says, “The name of Jesus Christ as such is but a symbol. But it 

stands for love that is not of this world. It is a symbol that is safely used as a replacement for 

the many names of all the gods to which you pray. It becomes the shining symbol for the Word 

of God, so close to what it stands for that the little space between the two is lost, the moment 

that the name is called to mind. Remembering the name of Jesus Christ is to give thanks for  

all the gifts that God has given you. And gratitude to God becomes the way in which He is 

remembered, for love cannot be far behind a grateful heart and thankful mind. God enters 

easily, for these are the true conditions for your homecoming.” ACIM TM-23.4 

“We have repeatedly said that one who has perfectly accepted the Atonement for himself can 

heal the world. Indeed, he has already done so. Temptation may recur to others, but never  

to this One. He has become the risen Son of God. He has overcome death because he has 

accepted life. He has recognized himself as God created him, and in so doing he has 

recognized all living things as part of him. There is now no limit on his power, because it  

is the power of God. So has his name become the Name of God, for he no longer sees  

himself as separate from Him.” ACIM TM-23.2 
 

“What does this mean for you? It means that in remembering Jesus you are remembering God. 

The whole relationship of the Son to the Father lies in him. His part in the Sonship is also yours, 

and his completed learning guarantees your own success. Is he still available for help? What 

did he say about this? Remember his promises, and ask yourself honestly whether it is likely 

that he will fail to keep them. Can God fail His Son? And can one who is one with God be unlike 

Him? Who transcends the body has transcended limitation. Would the greatest teacher be 

unavailable to those who follow him?” ACIM TM-23.3 
 

Jesus refers to Himself as your Elder Brother 

In the Course, Jesus refers to Himself as your “Elder Brother” and He says this about Himself: 

“Awe should be reserved for revelation, to which it is perfectly and correctly applicable. It is not 

appropriate for miracles because a state of awe is worshipful, implying that one of a lesser  
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order stands before his Creator. You are a perfect creation, and should experience awe only in 

the Presence of the Creator of perfection. The miracle is therefore a sign of love among equals. 

Equals should not be in awe of one another because awe implies inequality. It is therefore  

an inappropriate reaction to me. An elder brother is entitled to respect for his greater 

experience, and obedience for his greater wisdom. He is also entitled to love because he  

is a brother, and to devotion if he is devoted. It is only my devotion that entitles me to yours.  

There is nothing about me that you cannot attain. I have nothing that does not come from 

God. The difference between us now is that I have nothing else. This leaves me in a state 

which is only potential in you.” ACIM Ch.1.II.3 

"No man cometh unto the Father but by me" does not mean that I am in any way separate  

or different from you except in time, and time does not really exist. The statement is more 

meaningful in terms of a vertical rather than a horizontal axis. You stand below me and I 

stand below God. In the process of "rising up," I am higher because without me the distance 

between God and man would be too great for you to encompass. I bridge the distance as an 

elder brother to you on the one hand, and as a Son of God on the other. My devotion to my 

brothers has placed me in charge of the Sonship, which I render complete because I share it. 

This may appear to contradict the statement "I and my Father are one," but there are two parts 

to the statement in recognition that the Father is greater.” ACIM Ch.1.II.4 

“Jesus has led the way. Why would you not be grateful to him? He has asked for love, but only 

that he might give it to you. You do not love yourself. But in his eyes your loveliness is so 

complete and flawless that he sees in it an image of his Father. You become the symbol of his 

Father here on earth. To you he looks for hope, because in you he sees no limit and no stain to 

mar your beautiful perfection. In his eyes Christ's vision shines in perfect constancy. He has 

remained with you. Would you not learn the lesson of salvation through his learning? Why 

would you choose to start again, when he has made the journey for you?” ACIM TM-23.5 

“No one who has become a true and dedicated teacher of God forgets his brothers. Yet what  

he can offer them is limited by what he learns himself. Then turn to one who laid all limits by, 

and went beyond the farthest reach of learning. He will take you with him, for he did not go 

alone. And you were with him then, as you are now.” ACIM TM-23.6.6-10 

God will always speak to you in a language you understand 

“This course has come from him because his words have reached you in a language you can 

love and understand. Are other teachers possible, to lead the way to those who speak in 

different tongues and appeal to different symbols? Certainly there are. Would God leave 

anyone without a very present help in time of trouble; a savior who can symbolize Himself? 

Yet do we need a many-faceted curriculum, not because of content differences, but because 

symbols must shift and change to suit the need. Jesus has come to answer yours. In him you 

find God's Answer. Do you, then, teach with him, for he is with you; he is always here.” 
ACIM TM-23.7 


