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                      Glossary of Terms © 

 
                       
 

Prayer 
 

“Prayer is the greatest gift with which God blessed His Son at his creation. It was then what it is to 
become; the single voice Creator and creation share; the song the Song sings to the Father, Who 
returns the thanks it offers Him unto the Son. To you who are in time a little while, prayer takes 
the form that best will suit your need. You have but one. What God created one must recognize 
its oneness, and rejoice that what illusions seemed to separate is one forever in the Mind of God. 
Prayer now must be the means by which God’s Son leaves separate goals and separate interests 
by, and turns in holy gladness to the truth of union in his Father and himself. 

Prayer will sustain you now, and bless you as you lift your heart to Him in rising song that 
reaches higher and then higher still, until both high and low have disappeared. Faith in your 
goal will grow and hold you up as you ascend the shining stairway to the lawns of Heaven and 
the gate of peace. For this is prayer, and here salvation is. This is the way. It is God’s gift to you. 

Prayer is a way offered by the Holy Spirit to reach God. It is not merely a question or an 
entreaty. It cannot succeed until you realize that is asks for nothing. True prayer must avoid the 
pitfall of asking to entreat. Ask, rather, to receive what is already given; to accept what is 
already there.   

You have been told to ask the Holy Spirit for the answer to any specific problem, and that you 
will receive a specific answer if such is your need… There are decisions to make here, and they 
must be made whether they be illusions or not. You cannot be asked to accept answers which 
are beyond the level of need that you can recognize. Therefore, it is not the form of the 
question that matters, nor how is it asked. The form of the answer, if given by God, will suit 
your need as you see it.  

Secret of True Prayer 
 

The secret of true prayer is to forget the things you think you need. To ask for the specific is much 
the same as to look on sin and then forgive it. Also in the same way, in prayer you overlook your 
specific needs as you see them, and let them go into God’s Hands. There they become your gifts 
to Him, for they tell Him that you would have no gods before Him; no love but His. Prayer is a 
stepping aside; a letting go, a quiet time of listening and loving. It should not be confused with 
supplication of any kind, because it is a way of remembering your holiness.” 
These are excerpts from the A Course in Miracles Supplement called “Song of Prayer” in section 1 

 
 

This Glossary of Terms was created to add clarity to some of the terms used during our Miracles in Personal Healing
TM

 90-Day 
Program. These definitions were derived from interpretations by Robin Duncan, quotes and principles from A Course in Miracles, 
along with some basic definitions from Wikipedia and Internet Research, and are not intended to be all-inclusive. Many of the 
terms are not easily defined by words, as words are too limiting to describe the true nature of their meaning.  
The best definitions are those gained and defined by you, through your direct and personal experience. 

 


