
 

World Café Process – 

Promoting Collaborative Group Work and Outcomes 

 
 

World Café is an intentional way to way to share knowledge and 

engage  individual unique contribution both through verbal and 

visual modalities in innovative thinking; to explore action 

possibilities; to strengthen relationships; and  to access collective 

wisdom and intelligence based on discovery of multiple diverse 

perspectives.  The overall assumption requires all participants have 

knowledge and lived experiences to start and sustain conversations 

on one topic within each rotation.   

 

Reflective Dialogue 

60-75 minute session 

 3     15 minute rotations 

10 minute summary of work 

15 minute summary presentation and class dialogue  

 

Supplies: 

-multiple colored markers 

-large post it note paper 

-3 flip charts on easels (if available) one at each table 

 

Instructions: 

Divide into three (number dependent upon size of class) dialogue groups 



6 people at each table with one person being the Host.  Write questions on large 

post it note paper at each table and flip chart located near each table.  

Table etiquette includes not interrupting the one speaking.   

 

Questions Rotation #1 (sample questions) 

Part 1 = personal reflection 

1. Why did you choose the profession of nursing? 

2. What are you most proud of in your current work? 

3. What is your future vision for your professional career as a 

DNP?  

*Questions dependent upon outcome of World Café experience. 

Everyone at table in first rotation answers the 3 questions and shares among 

group.  

Host writes collective answers down on large post it note paper so everyone can 

see what is emerging from dialogue. 

 

Part 2 

Individuals except host rotate to another table; group does not rotate as a whole 

so there are different individuals within groups.  

The host states the question, briefly summarize the dialogue of the previous 

group, and invites participants to scribble or draw ideas on the paper large post it 

notes on the table (2 minutes) to initiate participation. Group discusses what was 

drawn on paper. 

 

Part 3 

Individuals rotate again to their 3rd table.  Host states the questions and 

summarizes previous 2 group’s dialogue, and invites participants to scribble or 

draw ideas on paper on large post it notes (2 minutes) to initiate participation. 

Group discusses what was drawn on paper.  

*The goal is to build upon the previous groups dialogue synthesize their 

discoveries to link and expand the dialogue.  Picture a set of Lego blocks that roll 

with the motion of one block at a time…building the dialogue from themes of the 

previous conversations.     



Last rotation groups and host participate in the summary presentation.  Hosts and 

participants will remain at the table to prepare summary of the contributions of 

group participants under each question.  Summary of questions 1, 2, & 3 are 

prepared for presentation. The summary presentation is written on the flip-chart.  

 

Part 4 

Host of each table takes a question and presents a summary to the class (5 

minutes for each question).  

 

Instructor and Student Summary Comments.  

Conversation of the whole allows students a time for mutual reflection from the  

whole class to discover deeper themes or questions that are present. 

 

Instructor’s Role: 

Instructor guides the rotations, is the timekeeper, and the facilitator of the World 

Café.  

 

 
 

 

   

 


