
Forum General Information 
 
“Forums” are asynchronous threaded discussions using WebStudy as the delivery mode. 
Forums are a vehicle to exchange ideas, share experiences, pose questions, report 
information, defend/discuss issues, ponder... Therefore, the options for forum discussion 
questions are quite broad. Just as discussions in a classroom can be the heart of the 
course, online forum discussions can give students an opportunity to express themselves, 
as well as keep actively engaged in the course throughout the semester. Forums assist  
the student to synthesize course information and demonstrate understanding.  They 
provide an opportunity beyond the classroom for collaboration and exchange.   
 
Often, a “closed-ended” topic (e.g. “Share your best […] story”, or “Introduce 
yourself/background…”) can develop into a good forum.  Topics that do not work well in 
forums are questions that are “yes/no or true/false” in nature, poorly-defined questions that 
lead nowhere (and are obviously “busy work”), or run-on multiple questions that ask for too 
much information. Good forum questions are, in general: precise, open-ended, thought-
provoking, provocative, meaningful, or reflective, and relate directly to course outcomes.  
Here are a few ideas: 

 
1) Ask students to write a synthesis, abstract, or “take a stand” on one of the class 

assigned readings. 

 Variation 1:  Assign each student a different reading (or have them choose 
related to their specialty) and have them post key points from the reading. 
This works well if there are a myriad of readings for the course that students 
might not have time to synthesize on their own. 

 Variation 2: Assign each student a different reading for which they will act as 
discussion leader.  The student will pose 1-2 questions for the rest of the 
students to reply/discuss, and the leader will serve as discussion moderator.  
The faculty should model the first discussion, and then should monitor the 
student-led discussions, commenting occasionally.   

 Variation 3: Have students apply/contrast a particular reading to their current 
practice or experience.  Assign other students to read and comment on the 
original posts.  

2) Assign students to discuss/debate a hot issue related to the course. 

 Variation 1: Ask students to support their statements with evidence. 

 Variation 2: Divide the class and assign each a “side” of the topic (like a 
debate team). Each team is to use supportive evidence to support their side 
of the topic.  

3) Post a topic/question, have students comment, and reply to at least one of their 
classmate’s comments. 

4) Assign students to share a clinical experience (as related to the course), how they 
solved it, and comment on others' experience. 

5) Post an article (not already on the required reading list). Ask students to read the 
article, comment and reply to at least one of their classmate’s comments. Students 
can utilize additional evidence in their reply.   

6) Assign students to share a project in progress and get feedback from classmates. 



7) Pose a mock clinical situation, ask students to comment how they would deal with 
the situation (could include providing the evidence), and comment on others' 
solution(s). 

8) Ask students to reflect on what they want to learn/have learned from the 
course/assignment/project.  Explain why. 
 

Faculty Role in Forums 

After designing the forum assignment, faculty generally serve as “moderators”, keeping the 
discussion flowing, correcting inaccuracies, posing alternate viewpoints, etc. It is not 
intended that faculty should reply to every student’s postings. Faculty need to demonstrate 
a presence during forums and be a member of the forum learning community.  

It is imperative that faculty be clear on expectations for student participation in the Forums.  
Rubrics should be provided up front outlining the desired length, tone, number, and level of 
professionalism/academic standards of postings, as well as due dates.  It is generally 
expected that Forums should be a doctoral level, thoughtful, respectful, academic 
discussion, just as you would expect in a classroom.  It is generally not expected that 
forum posts be APA/AMA compliant, (though this can be at the discretion of the faculty 
depending on the desired outcome). However, forum posts should be unlike and far above 
the level of common online social media postings (e.g. email, twitter, etc.). 

 

Integrating Forums Over-Weekly-Time Periods 

 
Forums do not have to require weekly posting and discussion.  Below is an example that 
illustrates how one forum can be continued over a three week period. 
 
Week 1 
Students are assigned readings. Students are engaged in the readings/course materials. 
Week 2 
Students are assigned a forum posting assignment (questions from readings, summaries, 
key points, debate, etc.).  Students are engaged with the assignment.  
Week 3 
Students must reply or comment on peer postings based upon the forum assignment and 
may be required to reply to peers’ comments (i.e, threaded discussion).  
Students are engaged with classmates and faculty.  
 
When does faculty participate? 
Using the example above, faculty most likely will engage with students during Week 3 of 
the assignment providing comments, redirection, and even additional evidence/literature.  
 
 

 


