
                                         
 

Collaborative Learning Activities 
 

 

Technique Instructions 

Stump Your Partner -Students create a challenging question based upon materials 
-Students pose question to person sitting next to them or to the 
group 

Think-Pair-Share or 
Write-Pair-Share 

-Instructor poses a question that requires analysis, evaluation or 
synthesis 
-Students are given a few minutes to think through response 
-Students turn to partner (small group) and share responses 
*Students may challenge each other’s responses 
-Students responses are then shared during follow up class 
discussion 

Catch-Up -Stop at a transition point in lecture 
-Students turn to partner or work in small groups to compare 
notes or ask clarifying questions 
-Open floor to Q/A 

Fishbowl Debate -Pick a topic for debate 
-Students in groups of three 
-Assign roles: one person supports topic, one is oppositional, and 
another person takes notes and decides if person who support or 
person who is oppositional to the topic is more convincing. 
-Debrief by asking a few groups to summarize their discussion. 

Case Study -Create 4-5 case studies of similar difficulty 
-Students work in groups of 4-5 to work through and analyze 
their assigned case. 
-Provide adequate time to work through the cases 
-Walk around and address any questions 
-Call on groups randomly to share their analysis.  

Literature Circles or EBP 
Circles 

-Students read an article(s) or a group of evidence 
-Students share their understandings/thoughts/ideas of article(s) 

Jig Saw -Assign individual or group a chapter of a book or an article to 
read/analysis/outline etc. 
-Students return to class and discuss each of their reading 
assignments or post on forum key points/summary/findings etc. 
*Can be used with solving a problem/case where each individual 
or group is assigned a part of the problem/case to complete.  



Knotty Problems: used to 
assist students in resolving 
complex problems 

-Divide students into small groups 
-1 student in group describes problem or misunderstandings of 
readings/materials/etc. (time allotment i.e 2 minutes) 
-Each of the other group members has 2 minutes to share ideas 
to solve the current student’s problem.  
-After first student’s problem has been discussed the rest of the 
group members take turns in describing their problem and other 
group members offer thoughts/ideas of solutions. 
 

Play-right script and 
Production 

-Provide groups with a specific situation/case 
-In groups they must develop a play-right script (limit # actors) to 
address the problem 
-The group presents the play to the class via video recording. 

World Cafe Used to get acquainted with students 
*Sharon Dingman  

Snowball Fight -Groups write questions on paper (certain topic) 
-Wad up the paper into a snowball and throw it to another group 
-The group that catches the snowball must answer the question 
*Can be a competition between groups to which group answers 
the most questions correctly.  

  

 


