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Curriculum 

The vision of Rocky Mountain University of Health Professions (RMUoHP) is to advance 
the quality, delivery, and efficacy of healthcare. The Pediatric Practice Certificate (PPC) 
Program is designed to provide occupational therapy practitioners with an evidence-based 
foundation to meet the needs of infants, children, and youth by addressing their physical, 
sensory, and cognitive functioning. Additionally, AOTA has charged school-based 
practitioners with promoting “science-driven, evidenced-based, holistic practice within 
school systems.” Course offerings are designed to align with pediatric service delivery in 
medical practice and in school systems. The learning gleaned from the PPC courses may 
also aid in the development of professional portfolios. These portfolios are required for the 
attainment of advanced credentialing, such as the School Systems Specialty Certification 
or the Board Certification in Pediatrics offered by the American Occupational Therapy 
Association. 
 
The Pediatric Practice Certificate Program intended to inspire evidence-based practice, 
leadership, and the professional development of pediatric specialists. After completing the 
certificate program, students will become more aware of best practices, which will provide 
the framework for success in a variety of settings, including clinics, schools, and private 
practice. The program consists of three, three-credit hour courses (9 credit hours in total). 
If all three courses are completed the student receives a Pediatric Practice certificate. 
Students completing individual courses receive a certificate for that particular course.  The 
program is delivered online and does not require an onsite residency. Students will earn 
academic credit for their completed coursework. Academic credit certificate courses can 
be transferred to academic programs upon approval and University course transfer 
policies.  
 
Certificate Outcomes 
The Pediatric Practice certificate program is designed to enhance the following constructs: 
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1. Integration of clinical expertise and the best evidence available from systematic 
research to improve clinical outcomes and quality of life for the pediatric 
population.   

2. Demonstration of high curiosity, critical reasoning, and continuous learning.  
3. Examination of global trends in pediatric occupational therapy practice.  
4. Synthesis of new learning through the creation of case-based projects.   

 
Admission Requirements 
1. A minimum of a bachelor’s degree in occupational therapy from an accredited college or 

university. 
2. A minimum of one year in clinical practice. 
3. Possess information technology skills sufficient to participate effectively in an online 

learning management system, such as, WebStudy, Blackboard, Angel, and Canvas.  
 

Students do not have to take courses in a certain sequence; however, it is highly 
recommended students take PED 718 as an initial course to start the program.  Students 
are expected to complete the certificate within a two to three semester period from the 
first day of enrollment in the program.  All courses are offered in a 15-week term.  

Program Requirements 

Course Code Title Semester 

PED 718 
Examining Occupational Therapy’s Role with Children 
& Youth 

Winter 2023 

PED 728 
Pediatric Occupational Therapy Service Delivery: 
School-Based Services, Medical Practices, & the 
Community 

Fall 2023 

PED 738 
Sensory Processing, Social, & Behavioral Disorders: 
Addressing Participation in Occupation 

Fall 2023 
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Course Descriptions 

PED 718 Examining Occupational Therapy’s Role with (3 credits) 

 Children & Youth 
This course offers students the opportunity to explore and analyze evidence associated 
with current and emerging areas of occupational therapy practice addressing the 
occupational performance needs of children and youth. This course will analyze the 
current Pediatric Frames of References and best evidence available to guide occupational 
therapists in the evaluation and intervention process to provide contemporary and 
innovative occupational therapy services to children and youth in diverse environments. 
During this course, students will have the opportunity to develop a professional 
presentation and write a case study treatment plan.  

PED 728 Pediatric Occupational Therapy Service Delivery: (3 credits) 
 School-Based Services, Medical Practices, & the Community 
This new course will explore the environmental context of occupational therapy services 
for children and youth. Students will discuss laws governing occupational therapy services 
in both school-based and medical/private practice settings. Students will utilize evidence-
based practice and relevant clinical practice guidelines within the setting discussed and 
analyze outcome effectiveness of occupational therapy services. Students will use critical 
reasoning to compare and contrast service delivery systems including early intervention, 
school-based services, medical practices, and community service delivery. A program 
service evaluation or client-based case study will allow students to synthesize new 
learning. 

PED 738 Sensory Processing, Social, & Behavioral Disorders: (3 credits)  
 Addressing Participation in Occupation 
This course requires students to explore the role of occupational therapy on promoting 
participation in occupation for children with sensory processing, social, and behavioral 
needs. Focus will be on analysis of current diagnostic criteria and critically questioning and 
appraising the state of current and emerging evidence on assessments, outcome measures 
and intervention to promote best practices for children and youth. Diagnoses covered 
within this course include sensory processing disorder, autism, ADHD, and anxiety. 
Students will engage in critical reasoning within forum discussions, analyzing intervention 
strategies, and developing a client-based case study.  
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