
You Asked For It Series: Death & Eternity: What exactly happens when you die? Will you 
recognize your family in heaven?                 
 
Hebrews 9:27-28                02.21.16  
 
Driving thought: No second chances after death.   
 
Unbiblical ideas about what happens after death: 
1) Reincarnation/                   : the rebirth of a soul in a new body (human or animal). Keith 
Ward, “The rebirth hypothesis in the end gives an unsatisfactory explanation of the great 
inequalities of human birth, and has a morally questionable tendency to blame the disadvantaged 
for their own condition.”1 
2)                    ‘scales of justice’: Qur’an 23:102-103 “And those whose scales are heavy [with 
good deeds] - it is they who are the successful. But those whose scales are light - those are the 
ones who have lost their souls, [being] in Hell, abiding eternally.” Having to earn your own 
salvation is slavery.  
3)                          /Limbo: “purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy 
of heaven,” which is experienced by those “who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still 
imperfectly purified” (CCC 1030). It notes that “this final purification of the elect . . . is entirely 
different from the punishment of the damned” (CCC 1031).” 
http://www.catholic.com/tracts/purgatory The problem here is that Christ is not a complete 
Savior because He needs your help.  
4)                             : Unsaved persons cease to exist when they die. This arises from a 
misunderstanding of the Greek word apollumi, which means ‘destruction’, rather than to cease to 
exist.  
5)                       : Everyone will be saved in the end. The Bible says otherwise.  
6)                       : Those who never heard the Gospel will be saved. Only those who have heard 
and rejected the Gospel will be lost. The Bible says otherwise. 
 
What does the Bible teach about what happens when you die? 
• A person goes immediately into the presence of God or into hell – 2 Cor. 5:6-8; Luke 16:22-

24; Philippians 1:21-24 
• There are no second chances: No traveling between or out of Heaven and hell. Death seals a 

person’s eternal fate – Hebrews 9:27; Rev. 14:10-11 
• How a person responds to Christ determines their eternal destiny. – Hebrews 9:27-28 
 
Will you recognize your family in heaven? 
• The Bible emphasizes God as the point of heaven, not family. We will not have our ‘glorified 

bodies’ until the resurrection at the Return of Christ. Until then we will still be identifiable – 1 
Cor. 15:42-49; Rev. 7:9-12 

• If you died today, where would you go? Why you think that? Is there evidence of a genuine 
heart change in your life? 

 
Key: Rebirth/Islamic/Purgatory/Annihilationism/Universalism/Inclusivism 

                                                
1 Keith Ward, Religion & Human Nature (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1998), 62.  
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