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You Asked For It Series: God’s Will: How do you know it’s God’s answer and not your own? 
How can I recognize when God is speaking to me vs. my own ideas & thoughts about what to 
do? 
 
Romans 12:1-2                  02.07.16  
 
Driving thought: Don’t let plans for next year paralyze your obedience today.  
 
Important preliminaries before discussing God’s Will:  
 

1) If by “God’s Will” you mean a                                   blueprint for your life, you will 
probably never know it.  

God often called people to do specific tasks for specific times giving them day-to-day 
instructions rather than comprehensive life blueprints.  
 
 

2) Know that it’s not a biblically normative question 
In the Bible, God usually gave                        assignments…some really short. Such as ‘give us 
this day our daily bread’ sort of assignments. 
 
 

3) Asking for “God’s Will” for “My Life” could be an indication of narcissism.  
If you’re obsessed with God’s customized will for your life as opposed to how you can glorify 
God by serving people today you could be a narcissist. Isolating yourself from spiritual authority 
and minimally serving in the local church while allegedly “seeking God’s will” for your life 
smacks of both hypocrisy and narcissism. Such a person is not concerned with doing the will of 
God; they are looking for a God shaped rubberstamp on what benefits them. American culture 
and American church culture often tell you life is about you. It’s not.  
 
 

4) Beware of a subtle and common                          dichotomy: God’s will is always opposed 
to our own thoughts and desires. 

Before God changes our heart we are opposed to God’s will. Once our hearts are changed and we 
obey God, our thoughts and desires become aligned with God so that we find ourselves desiring 
what God desires.  
 
 
Steps to discerning the will of God: 

• Get serious about worshipping God by dedicating your physical                            and 
talents to Him – 12:1-2 

 
 

• Get serious about                      : it’s an ingredient in worship – 12:1 
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• Get serious about holiness: a passion for the glory of God that motivates us to search our 
hearts for anything that opposes God. Search for contradictions – 12:1 

 
 

• Get serious about conformity: who has the main microphone in your heart? God or 
culture? – 12:2 

 
 

• Get serious about                               (biblical thinking): evaluate ideas by God’s Word – 
12:2 

 
 
 
Action points: 

• Ask 1) Is this according to the Word of God? 2) Is it in accord with the desire of my 
heart? 3) What do I want to do? If all was provided and there were no restraints, what 
would I choose? Colossians 3:17 “Let the peace of God rule in your hearts…” 

 
 

• Take advantage of every single Gospel-centered opportunity (mission trips, evangelism, 
praying and studying the Bible with other believers, serving ‘the least of these’). If you’re 
serious about finding God’s will for your life you will arrange your schedule to allow for 
true priorities. 

 
  

• Maximize the Gospel in the mundane: put God first in your work, school, chores, and 
family obligations.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key: comprehensive/short/narcissism/false/strength/sacrifice/discernment 
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