
You Asked For It Series: Forgiveness: I’m still angry & can’t condone what he did. What does 
forgiveness Really mean?  
 
Matthew 18:21-35                        01.31.16  
 
Driving thought: “The inability to forgive is a prison.” – Lecrae 
 
What is forgiveness? 
• Forgiveness is not                       . 
 
• Forgiveness is not                           it.  
 
• Forgiveness is                        the offender to the justice of God.  
 
Jesus gives a parable to explain forgiveness:  
• Peter wants to know how many times he has to forgive – 18:21 
 
• A man was buried in unpayable debt to a powerful king (around $6 billion) – 18:24 
 
• He begs for mercy and the king surprisingly forgives the debt – 18:26-27 
 
• After being forgiven a massive debt, he immediately finds a fellow debtor who owes him 

around $12,000 and immediately demands payment. The debtor begs for time to repay the loan 
but the man refuses and has him thrown in prison – 18:28-30 

 
• The king hears of it, calls the man in, and before casting him into the same prison, says, “‘You 

wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. And should not you 
have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’” – 18:32-33 

 
Interpretation 
• Jesus concludes, “So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive 

your brother from your heart.” – 18:35 
 
Action points to truly forgive: 
• We must first                     we’ve been wounded: acting like it doesn’t hurt only feeds bitterness 

and insecurity.  
 
• We must first see                         in need of God’s forgiveness: my sin against God is greater 

than another person’s sin against me. 
 
“To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable, because God has forgiven the inexcusable 
in you.” – C.S. Lewis 
 
• We must view being hurt & offended as                                to reflect the reality of the Gospel.  
 
Key: forgetting/ignoring/releasing/admit/ourselves 
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Driving thought: “The inability to forgive is a prison.” – Lecrae 
 
What is forgiveness? 
• Forgiveness is not forgetting. 
 
• Forgiveness is not ignoring it.  
 
• Forgiveness is releasing the offender to the justice of God.  
 
Jesus gives a parable to explain forgiveness:  
• Peter wants to know how many times he has to forgive – 18:21 
 
• A man was buried in unpayable debt to a powerful king (around $6 billion) – 18:24 
 
• He begs for mercy and the king surprisingly forgives the debt – 18:26-27 
 
• After being forgiven a massive debt, he immediately finds a fellow debtor who owes him 

around $12,000 and immediately demands payment. The debtor begs for time to repay the loan 
but the man refuses and has him thrown in prison – 18:28-30 

 
• The king hears of it, calls the man in, and before casting him into the same prison, says, “‘You 

wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. And should not you 
have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’” – 18:32-33 

 
Interpretation 
• Jesus concludes, “So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive 

your brother from your heart.” – 18:35 
 
Action points to truly forgive: 
• We must first admit we’ve been wounded: acting like it doesn’t hurt only feeds bitterness and 

insecurity.  
 
• We must first see ourselves in need of God’s forgiveness: my sin against God is greater than 

another person’s sin against me. 
 
“To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable, because God has forgiven the inexcusable 
in you.” – C.S. Lewis 
 
• We must view being hurt & offended as opportunities to reflect the reality of the Gospel.  
 
 
Key: forgetting/ignoring/releasing/admit/ourselves 


