
Battle for the Bible 
Part 1: Is the Old 
Testament Reliable?  

Main Idea:  
 

Jesus believed in the Old Testament.  



Is the Old Testament Reliable?” 



  Proverbs 30:5 Every word of God is pure; He 
is a shield to those who take refuge in Him. 

  Psalm 119:160 Your word is true from the 
beginning: and every one of your righteous 
judgments endures for ever. 

  Romans 15:4 For whatever was written in 
former days was written for our instruction, 
that through endurance and through the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might 
have hope. 



Is the Old Testament Reliable? 

  Differences between the Old Testament and 
New Testament:  

1) Less manuscripts due to age  

2) Higher chance of textual corruption due to age  

3) Less contemporary writings. 



The long war against the Word of God:  
 

 Antiochus Epiphanes attempted to 
destroy every copy of the Hebrew 
Bible (215 B.C. – 164 B.C.). 





The long war against the Word of God:  
 
  Diocletian’s decree for the 

destruction of all Christian 
scriptures (including the Old 
Testament (303 A.D.).  



The long war against the 
Word of God:  

 
 

  Pope Innocent III banned Bible 
translations by the underground 
Christians (1199 A.D.). 



The long war against the 
Word of God:  

 
 

 Communist regimes (1918-present). 



Higher Criticism 
Julius Wellhausen                 (1844-1918) 



Higher Criticism 

Julius Wellhausen (1844-1918) denied 
biblical inspiration and taught that much of 
the Pentateuch (First 5 books of the Bible) 
was essentially plagiarized Canaanite 
writings. His theory was known as the 
“Documentary Hypothesis” (JEPD) and was 
taught as truth in most mainline churches 
and people stopped believing the Old 
Testament was God’s Word.  

 



http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-artifacts/artifacts-and-the-
bible/the-tel-dan-inscription-the-first-historical-evidence-of-the-king-david-bible-
story/ 

http://www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2008/04/16/The-Discovery-of-the-Sin-
Cities-of-Sodom-and-Gomorrah.aspx#Article 

http://www.gideons.org/AboutUs/~/media/PDFs/General/309-11.ashx 

http://www.bible.ca/b-canon-diocletians-destruction-constantines-production-
scripture.htm 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2012/february/closer-look-
historical-reliability-of-old-testament.html 

http://rmbc-media.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/outlines/2011-11-02-
bibliology-1.pdf 





Reasons to believe in the truth of 
the Old Testament:  

   Q: How do we know that the Hebrew 
scribes didn’t change the manuscripts?  

  Talmudists (100-500 A.D.) Their rule, 
“Not to begin to write the Name of God 
with a pen newly dipped in ink, and 
should a king address him while writing 
that name, he must take no notice of 
him.” 





Reasons to believe in the 
truth of the Old Testament:  

 
Masoretes (500-900 A.D.) developed 
a system for writing vowels, system of 
accents and detailed notes for 
accurate transmission.  

  Counted the words of the Torah 
(400,945). Middle word is 
“searched” in Leviticus 10:16. 



Reasons to believe in the 
truth of the Old Testament:  

 The Dead Sea Scrolls (DSS) 

  Found in 1947 near Qumran, near 
the West Bank in Israel. 



Q: What are the DSS? 

  1 copy of Isaiah, every book in the Old 
Testament except Esther.  

  5% variation in spelling & minor 
stylistic changes.  

  No change in Textual significance.  

  No change in doctrine. 

  Placed in caves in 68 A.D. 







Reasons to believe in the 
truth of the Old Testament:  

 
  Q: Why are the Dead Sea Scrolls so 
important? 

  Cairo Codex (895 A.D.) and the 
Leningradensis (1008 A.D.) were 
the earliest MSS prior to the Dead 
Sea Scrolls…around 1000 years 
later! 



 “Colour” or “color” 

 “Jeffrey” or “Jeffery” or 
“Geoffrey” 

 “Gray” or “grey” 



Reasons to believe in the 
truth of the Old Testament:  

 
  No change in Textual significance 

  No change in doctrine 

  Confirms 1000 years of manuscript 
copying was completely reliable! 





Flavius Josephus (37-100 A.D.) 



Josephus 

  “We have given practical proof of our reverence 
for our own Scriptures. For, although such long 
ages have now passed, no one has ventured either 
to add, or to remove, or to alter a syllable; and it 
is an instinct with every Jew, from the day of his 
birth, to regard them as the decrees of God, to 
abide by them, and, if need be, cheerfully to die 
for them. Time and again ere now the sight has 
been witnessed of prisoners enduring tortures 
and death in every form in the theaters, rather 
than utter a single word against the laws and the 
allied documents.” 



Archaeology confirms the 
Old Testament 

  Frederic Kenyon, “The Christian 
can take the whole Bible in his hand 
and say without fear or hesitation 
that he holds in it the true Word of 
God, handed down without essential 
loss from generation throughout the 
centuries.” 



So we know that the Old 
Testament manuscripts haven’t 
been corrupted but how do we 

know the contents are true?  



Archaeology confirms the 
Old Testament 

 1. Hittite library found in Turkey in 
1906 



Archaeology confirms the 
Old Testament 

2. Sodom & Gomorrah 

  Evidence of earthquake activity 

  Bitumen 

  Sedimentary rock has been molded 
together by intense heat 



Ruins of Sodom 



Archaeology confirms the 
Old Testament 

3. Jericho - excavations in 1930-1936 

- burned 

- earthquake 





Archaeology confirms the 
Old Testament 

4. Gezer - excavated in 1969 

Norm Geisler, “…ran across a massive layer of ash that covered 
most of the mound. Sifting through the ash yielded pieces 
of Hebrew, Egyptian, and Philistine artifacts. Apparently 
all three cultures had been there at the same time. This 
puzzled researchers greatly until they realized that the Bible 
confirms exactly what they found.” 

“Pharaoh king of Egypt had attacked and captured Gezer. He had set 
it on fire. He killed its inhabitants and then gave it as a wedding 
gift to his daughter, Solomon’s wife.” 1 Kings 9:16 

- Geisler and Brooks. When Skeptics Ask (Wheaton: Victor Books, 1990), 198. 





Fact: Archaeology confirms 
the Old Testament 

 Skeptics said, “Why haven’t we 
found any other manuscripts 
outside the Bible that mention 
King David?” 



Archaeology confirms the 
Old Testament 

5. King David – discovered 1993 

  Refers to the “House of David” 



Archaeology confirms the 
Old Testament 

5. King David 

“This is the first time that the name 
of David has been found in any 
ancient inscription outside the 
Bible.” - Avaraham Biram 



Archaeology confirms the 
Old Testament 

6. The Ebla Tablets – discovered 1964 
(published in the 1970’s) by University of 
Rome professor, Paolo Mattiae 

The tablets record:  

1) Biblical towns 

2) Biblical names 

3) Hebrew words 



Archaeology confirms the 
Old Testament 

7. Jesus’s statements - He believed 
Isaiah wrote Isaiah and Moses wrote 
the Torah. If the evidence suggests 
Jesus rose from the dead then His 
view of the OT stands.  

  Archaeology has confirmed the 
truth of Jesus’s words.  



  See the following video of the first 
translation of the Bible being presented to 
the Kimyal Tribe.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=w9dpmp_-TY0 

  Isaiah 40:8 “he grass withers, the flower fades, 
but the word of our God will stand forever.” 


