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Do ASD and TD children acquire
language in the same ways?

1.

Does ASD affect bilingual
development?

2.

By: Kinsey Merta



POP QUIZ
1. ASD is a developmental disorder

characterized by social or
communicative impairments.

2. Children with ASD can develop in
either verbal or nonverbal

communication.

3. Linguistic deficits of ASD can
hinder diagnosed children from
acquiring multiple languages. 

(Lund, et al., 2017, p. 106)
(Parisse, 1999, p. 254)

(Fahim & Nedwick, 2014; Kay-Raining Bird, et al., 2012; Lund, et al., 2017)



ASD ~ “ developmental disorder that occurs with varying
degrees of severity...universally characterized by deficits or

impairments of social and communicative ability” 
(Lund, et al., 2017, p. 106)

(Parisse 1999)



1. Gesture preceding production 

3. Lexical (Vocabulary) and Semantic
(Connotation) 

2. Comprehension Preceding Production
and Noun Bias 

(Talbott, et al., 2020)

(Swensen, et al., 2007)
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https://www.freepik.com/premium-vector/little-kid-hug-best-friend-feel-happy_28457681.htm

(Parisse 1990)



(Parisse, 1999; Swensen, et al., 2007; Talbott, et al., 2020)

Although ASD children may face initial
language delay and additional linguistic

challenges as a result of their deviant
social behaviors...



Misconception: 
Since most children with ASD
struggle with initial language

acquisition, they shouldn’t learn
additional languages.

Reality:
ASD children have no cognitive

disadvantage in linguistic
development and can successfully

acquire multiple languages,
especially when provided access

to adequate resources.
Fahim & Nedwick, 2014; Kay-Raining Bird, et al., 2012; Lund, et al., 2017



Harmful Effects of
Monolingual Restriction

disconnects ASD children from
their multilingual environments

limits higher quality social
interactions

could further impair linguistic
abilities overall

Fahim & Nedwick, 2014; Kay-Raining Bird, et al., 2012; Lund, et al., 2017



Conclusion:
ASD and TD Children
use similar linguistic
devices to develop

language.

ASD Children can
successfully acquire

more than one language.
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