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Event Overview

The 2022 South Africa floods

occurred in the KwaZulu-
Natal and Eastern Cape
provinces in April 2022.

Key statistics include over
400 fatalities, destruction of
more than 12,000 homes,
and the displacement of
approximately 40,000
people.

The disaster was triggered by

two days of intense rainfall,
which led to catastrophic
flooding and landslides.




Human
Actions

* Climate Change: The extreme
rainfall was exacerbated by
climate change, which is driven
by human activities such as
industrialization, deforestation,
and urbanization.

* Inadequate Urban Planning:
Poor urban planning and
insufficient drainage systems
worsened the impact of heavy
rains, leading to severe flooding
in populated areas.




Impact of the
Disaster

* Harm Resulting from the Disaster

* Human Impact: The floods resulted in over 400 deaths and displaced
around 40,000 people. Many individuals lost their homes and
livelihoods, and there was an increase in health risks due to waterborne
diseases like cholera and dysentery.

* Environmental Impact: The floods caused significant soil erosion and
landslides, contaminated freshwater sources, and disrupted local
ecosystems. The long-term environmental damage includes loss of
fertile land and harm to biodiversity.




Theory I: Utilitarianism

Utilitarianism is an ethical
theory that assesses the
morality of actions based on
their outcomes, specifically
aiming to maximize overall
happiness and minimize
suffering.

Utilitarianism would evaluate
the disaster by considering the
total amount of suffering
caused and the benefits of
preventing future such events
through climate action.

The goal is to minimize this
suffering, balancing the
benefits to humans against the
harm caused to animals. For
instance, alternatives such as
creating wildlife corridors,
relocating affected species, or
implementing less destructive
methods of land use should be
considered to reduce the
impact on wildlife.



Representative Article:

"Using the utilitarian approach to
environmental ethics to analyze the problem of
habitat destruction involves careful
consideration of the impact on all sentient
beings affected by the destruction. This ethical
framework posits that all sentient creatures
capable of experiencing pain have moral
standing. Therefore, habitat destruction, which
often leads to loss of life, disruption of
ecosystems, and prolonged suffering due to
starvation, lack of shelter, and increased
vulnerability to predators, must be evaluated in
terms of the overall pain and suffering it
causes.”

J.LA.S. - New York, 2024



Theory ll:
Deontological Ethics

* Explanation: Deontological ethics is an
ethical theory that focuses on the morality of
actions themselves rather than their
consequences, emphasizing duties and
rights.

* Application to the Disaster: Deontological
ethics would assess the disaster by
examining whether the actions that led to it
violated any moral duties or rights, such as
the duty to protect citizens and the right to a
safe environment.




Assessment of
Utilitarianism

Strengths: Utilitarianism’s
focus on overall well-being

making. It encourages
actions that benefit the
greatest number of people.

makes it practical for policy-

Weaknesses: It may
overlook individual rights
and justice. Calculating the
overall happiness or
suffering is complex and

subjective.

Assessment of
Deontological Ethics

 Strengths: Emphasizes moral duties and
rights, providing clear guidelines for
ethical behavior. It ensures that actions
are morally justifiable regardless of
outcomes.

* Weaknesses: Can be rigid and inflexible,
sometimes leading to impractical
decisions. It may conflict with practical
considerations of outcomes.



Preferred Theory

| believe that a combined approach provides the best analysis of the disaster.

By integrating the strengths of
both theories, we can develop
ethical guidelines that are both
practical and just, addressing the
broader impacts while upholding
individual rights and moral
responsibilities.

While Utilitarianism offers a
comprehensive framework for evaluating
the overall impact and guiding policy

decisions, Deontological ethics ensures
that individual rights and moral duties are
not compromised.



Assignment of Moral
Blame and Harm

* Moral Responsibility: Discuss who should be
held morally responsible for the disaster, such
as governments, corporations, or specific
individuals.

* Specific Wrongs: Detail the specific wrongs
committed, such as negligence in urban
planning or failure to address climate change.




Ethical Evaluation of the Event

Moral Harm

Affected Objects, Beings, or Persons

e Human Lives: The floods resulted in the loss of over 400 lives, with many families losing loved ones. The psychological and
emotionalimpact on survivors and the community at large is profound and long-lasting.

e Displaced People: Approximately 40,000 people were displaced, losing their homes, personal belongings, and in many
cases, their livelihoods. The disruption to daily life and the strain of living in temporary shelters under inadequate conditions
pose significant moral harm.

e Health Risks: The spread of waterborne diseases such as cholera and dysentery due to stagnant water and inadequate

sanitation facilities caused severe health issues for the affected population, increasing the overall suffering and mortality.

e Environmental Damage: The floods caused extensive soil erosion, loss of fertile land, and water contamination, affecting
agriculture and freshwater supplies. The disruption of local ecosystems and the displacement of wildlife also constitute
significant moral harm to the environment.

e Economic Stability: The destruction of infrastructure, including homes, schools, and roads, has long-term economic
implications, exacerbating poverty and hindering recovery efforts. This economic instability affects the well-being of the
community and future generations.



negligence in
and response is a critical moral
failing.

are morally contributed to the disaster's impact.
resultant harm to both human and
ecological systems.




Recommendations

* Implementrobust early warning systems to
provide timely information to at-risk populations.

* Improve urban planning to incorporate climate
adaptation measures and ensure resilient
infrastructure.
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« Strengthen emergency response capabilities with
well-coordinated plans and sufficient resources.

* Focusonreducing greenhouse gas emissions
through sustainable practices.

* Foster community awareness and preparedness
for natural disasters.

* Ensure equitable access to resources and
support for vulnerable populations.

* Encourage international collaboration and
support from developed nations to aid in climate
mitigation and adaptation efforts.




Summary

The 2022 South Africa floods
had devastating impacts on
human life and the environment.

Human actions, such as climate
change and poor urban planning,
significantly contributed to the
disaster.

The disaster highlighted the need
for improved disaster
preparedness and climate
resilience strategies.
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