Melissa Benzinger McGlynn

3449 Frontier Road, East Stroudsburg, PA 18302

570-994-2720
DancingVultureDesigns@gmail.com
www.DancingVultureDesigns.com
Expertise:


Fine art dolls made from a variety of techniques, including sculpting with polymer and apoxie clays, painting with acrylics, and needle-felting to create realistic, yet whimsical characters.


Fine art fiber sculpture using the art of needle-felting to create realistic wildlife in many sizes and custom pet portraits for clients. 


Fine art fiber paintings utilizing both dry and wet felting techniques to create nature scenes.


Subjects of interest are primarily wildlife, particularly North American and that of the Poconos; also wildlife-inspired fantasy and surrealism, and pet portraits. Wildlife conservation is a prominent theme. 


Dancing Vulture Designs was officially established in 2015
Education: 

Intro to Enameling Workshop: PA Guild of Craftsmen, Lancaster, PA, June 2014

Greensand Casting Workshop: Philadelphia Sculpture Gym, Philadelphia, PA, November 2013

High School: East Stroudsburg South,  East Stroudsburg, PA: Graduated June 2007, High Honors student
Select Solo Exhibitions
2016


Fibers, Metals, Wood and Stone, Origins Gallery, Stroudsburg PA

2016 


Dancing Vulture Designs II, Kettle Creek Art Gallery, PA

2015


Dancing Vulture Designs, Kettle Creek Art Gallery, PA

Select Group Exhibitions
2018


Spring Featured Artists, Gamut Art Gallery, Stroudsburg, PA
2017


New Hope Artsbridge Summer Salon, New Hope Arts Center, New Hope PA
2017


New Hope Arts Sculpture 2017, New Hope Arts Center, New Hope PA (Best New Exhibitor)
2016 


Incongruous Juxtapositions, Origins Gallery, Stroudsburg PA

2016


Figurative Arts Exhibition, Origins Gallery, Stroudsburg PA

2015


Monocromatika. Origins Gallery, Stroudsburg PA

2015


Small Works Exhibition, Pocono Arts Council, Stroudsburg PA (Honorable Mention)

2012


4 Person Show, Living Room Gallery, Stroudsburg PA (featured artist)
Select Fine Art and Craft Festivals:

2017 


Wings and Wildlife Art Show, National Aviary, Pittsburgh, PA
2017


Cape May Migration Festival, Cape May, NJ


2017


New Hope Arts Festival, New Hope, PA
2017


Riverside Festival of the Arts,Easton, PA
2017


Syracuse Arts and Crafts Festival, Syracuse, NY
2017


Saucon Creek Arts Festival, Saucon Valley, PA (Honorable Mention)
2016


41st Annual Central PA Guild of Craftsmen Winter Market, State College, PA
2016 


Lancaster Designer Craftsmen Artisan Fair, Macungie, PA
2016 


Cape May Fall Migration Festival, Cape May Convention Hall, NJ

2016


Lehigh Valley Guild of Craftsmen Annual Holiday Boutique, Macungie Institute, PA

2016


Pocono State Craft Festival, Quiet Valley Living Historical Farm, PA

2016


NEPA Audubon Fine Art and Craft Show, Hawley, PA

2016


Art on Main, Stroudsburg, PA

2016


Spring Fine Art and Craft Festival, Kutztown University, PA

2015


Makers Market, Stroudsburg, PA

2015


NEPA Audubon Art and Craft Festival, Hawley, PA

Selected Commissions:
Public Commissions
2015


Public Art Commission, 2  8”x4”x8” fiber art sculptures Popcorn Buddha for both of Popcorn Buddha's PA and MN locations.

2015


Public Art Commission, Wall sculpture, 12”x6”x4” Scott's Blue Angel, for planned cafe in East Stroudsburg, PA

2014


Public Art Commission, Wall sculpture, mixed media medal and wood plaque of MMA Signatures' logo for MMA Signatures in East Stroudsburg, PA

2013


Public Arts Commission, Graphite illustration, 12”x9” fantasy graphite illustration of Martial Arts logos and custom designed dragon for Tristate MMA/BJJ in Milford, PA


Private Commissions
2017

Private Art Commission, Mot and Humphrey, set of 2 felted soft sculptures based on author's characters from her novel, “The Whimsical World of Hercules Poole”, PA
2016

Private Art Commission, The Balrog, 12x18x5” felted soft sculpture set based on the Hildebrandt painting (with permission), Philadelphia, PA
2016 

Private Art Commission, Jasmine, 5x3x2 1/2” felted soft sculpture, Philadelphia, PA
2016

Private Art Commission, The Glass Cat, 7x7x4” felted soft sculpture, Stroudsburg, PA
2016

Private Art Commission, Ocean Elephant, 5x5x3” felted soft sculpture, Stroudsburg, PA
2016

Private Art Commission, Eve and Meera, two 6x12x6” mixed media art dolls, Virginia Beach, VA
2015 

Private Art Commission, Barn Owl, 7x10x5”, felted art doll, Canton, OH
2015

Private Art Commission, Pumpkin, 4x4x4”, felted art doll, Virginia Beach, VA
2015

Private Art Commission, Beach Wedding, 14x9” pyrography on wood, Poconos, PA
2015

Private Art Commission, Freeq, 10x4x3” mixed media art doll, Poconos, PA
2015

Private Art Commission, Jake, 5x5x2.5” felted soft sculpture, Bartonsville, PA
2014

Private Art Commission, Gorilla Jiu-Jitsu, 5x4x4” felted soft sculpture, Milford, PA
2014

Private Art Commission, Mosaic Darner, 8x7x2” mixed media wall art, Poconos, PA
2013

Private Art Commission, The Hen, 12x10x7”, mixed media art doll, Australia
2013

Private Art Commission, Tic-Tac-Toad, 12x12” painted wooden board, ten 3x3x3 polymer clay, painted sculptures, California

Bibliography:

Television

Kim Bell and Marie Johns, Interview and felting demonstration, Blue Ridge Channel 13 “Talk of the Town”, July, 2016

Jackie Lewandoski, Interview and felting demonstration, WNEP “Home and Backyard”, February 2015 

Print

Cathryn Hahn, Interview, Local Flaire, “Dancing Vulture Designs”, June/July 2015 

Melanie Vanderveer, Interview, Pocono Record, “Dancing Vultures on Display” April 10, 2015 

Blog Interview

Mary Spencer, “Dancing Vulture Designs Dreams Up Whimsical Wildlife Critters”, Animal Inspiration, May 3rd, 2015  https://outlawkritters.com/blogs/news/106140678-dancing-vulture-designs-dreams-up-whimsical-wildlife-critters
Teaching Experience:

2016


“Needle-Felting Workshop: Lucky Felted Bluebird”, Origins Gallery, Stroudsburg, PA

2016


“Needle-Felting Workshop: Lucky Felted Bluebird”, Tamaqua Arts Center, PA

2015


“Needle-Felting Workshop:Blue Bird Gourd Birdhouse”, PA Gourd Society, PA

Awards:

2017


Best New Exhibiting Artist, New Hope Sculpture Show, New Hope PA

2017


Honorable Mention,Saucon Creek Arts Festival, Saucon Valley PA

2015


Honorable Mention, Small Works Show, Pocono Arts Council, Stroudsburg PA
