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	The Qur’an is a religious text that shows the teachings of Islam and how to worship their god, Allah. Looking deeper into the Qur’an many experts believe that certain verses give its readers the idea of violence towards nonbelievers. Due to recent attacks on Paris, and many other acts of terrorism committed by Muslims, this has given Islam and its followers a harsh stereotype. Despite the tragedies that terrorists have inflicted on nations around the globe, Islam is known as the religion of peace. Allah is characterized as compassionate merciful, and forgiving; with a deep emphasis on people’s actions and afterlife, Allah prepares his followers for the day of judgement. Just like the Bible, the Torah, the Tipitaka, and other religious texts, the Qur’an differs to the reader’s interpretation; whether of peace or violence is truly up to the reader.
	Islam and Christianity claim over half the world’s population at 3.1 billion followers (Elass 8). Amazingly enough these two religions stay uneducated of one another’s primary beliefs. With the stream of Muslim immigrants from Asia and Africa to Europe and North America and the rise in terrorist attacks, it is vital that people are no longer ignorant to the teachings of this age-old religion (Elass 8). The simplest way to uncover the Islamic traditions of dress, diet, worship, and religious practices is to study the Qur’an, the Muslims holy book.  
	“There is no compulsion in religion.” (Qur’an: 2, 256)	
	This verse is a perfect example of how Islam does not call its followers to force their religion upon others, violently or nonviolently for that matter. This shows that they are not trying to coerce people to become Muslim against their own free will. The importance for an individual to believe in God with his or her aspiration is highlighted in the verse. There is no hostility or sense of violence found in this verse, it shows their tolerance of other religions. This verse can also refer to the dhimmi, also known as “The People of the Book.” (Ward 188). Jews and Christians belonged to the dhimmi; they were accepted into the ummah—the Muslim community—as long as they respected the Islamic way of life, and did not aid the enemy. The People of the Book were given the freedom to practice their own religion peacefully, while reaping the benefits of belonging to the ummah.
“And fight in the Way of Allah those who fight you, but transgress not the limits. Truly, Allah likes not the transgressors. (Qur’an: 2, 190)
	While this verse does mention fighting, it specifically instructs its readers not to transgress the limits. In other words, when fighting one should not surpass what is morally, socially, or legally acceptable. It is evident that Allah does not care for those that chose to go against what is right. His distaste for transgressors shows his call to tolerance and peace rather than hatred and cruelty.
There are many more verses that display Islam as a peaceful religion. As exhibited Allah is a compassionate god that promotes living a life of justice. There are also numerous verses found in the Qur’an that speak of violence and brutality. In fact, “extensive terrorist activities by purportedly Muslim groups have increased debate,” over the possible coercion of violence towards nonbelievers. (Elass 144). Many people have argued that these verses found in the Qur’an have been the cause of the acts of violence caused by Muslims.
 “Jihad is ordained for you though you dislike it, and it may be that you dislike it, and it may be that you dislike a thing which is good for you and that you like a thing which is bad for you. Allah knows but you do not know.” (Qur’an 2:216)
	Jihad is an Islamic term that is often translated as “holy war.” This word appears in the Qur’an a total of 28 times, and refers to the Muslims’ duty to fight against evil, whether that be through words, writing, or war (Elass 144). Jihad through words can be related to verbal argumentation of Islam. Jihad through writing can be related to written words raising up Islam and their almighty god, Allah. Jihad through war is the most troublesome, the primary understanding of this form is its allusion towards violence. Historians believe that Jihad through war will continue “as long as there are unbelievers unwilling to submit to the rule of Islam.” (Elass 146). This verse illustrates that even if one does not care for warfare, he or she should still engage in it for Allah. 
“So when you meet, those who disbelieve smite at their necks till when you have killed and wounded many of them, then bind a bond firmly. (Qur’an 26: 4)
	This verse perfectly exemplifies how readers can take this information to commit acts of violence. It clearly instructs readers to “smite”—strike with a firm blow—and continue to kill those that do not follow Islam. This verse is very frightening because it not only encourages cruelty, but orders it to be done. It is easy to understand why some Muslims may take this verse and interpret it as an instruction to inflict harm upon non-Muslims. 
	On November 13, 2015 a series of terrorist attacks occurred throughout Paris. These terrorists were a group of Muslims that used their faith as an excuse to murder and wound hundreds of innocent victims. This terrible act of violence shocked people nationwide, and caused an increase in hostility to Muslims. Despite the fact that not all Muslims are terrorists, the rise in security when involving Muslims is due to the thought that their religion promotes such violence. There are certainly verses in the Qur’an that advocate peace, justice, and compassion; there are also several verses that promote acts of violence. In the end it is truly up to the reader on how he or she interprets the Qur’an.
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