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The Myths about Liberal Arts Education 

--Breaking Stereotypes Between Western and Eastern Education Systems 

 A lot of international students complain that they have difficulty adjusting to life in a 

liberal art college (LAC). Some say things like I do not understand why I have to study Arts 

and Humanities courses when I am a pre-engineering student. As the attendance of  LAC has 

increased, the value of a Liberal Arts Education (LAE) has been highly debated. Over its long 

history of evolution, the liberal arts education has changed from  required, closed and limited 

courses to a broad, liberal and inclusive curriculum. However, differences do exist between 

western and eastern education, and thus, the extent to which LAE shapses students’ 

personalities and intellectual abilities across different countries is worth considering. In the 

21st  century, a handful of countries are planning or are in the process of reforming their 

educational systems. The research paper will compare various educational systems in 

multiple regions for the purposes of providing insight about liberal arts education. Thus, a 

group of interviews has been conducted at DePauw University.  Even though countries have 

different cultures or traditions, and the increased focus on specialization suggests that a 

structured, closed, and lecture-based educational system is better, recent trends show that 

LAE is more beneficial and effective in cultivating students’ critical thinking and 

comprehensive abilities. 

Regardless of other variables, economic power--the matureness of a country’s 

economy--and political influences are interconnected and do affect educational systems to a 

considerable extent. Mainland China and Taiwan provide good analysis material in 

distinguishing the vast difference in education between the two given that they have the same 
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ancestors and language. After Mao Zedong took over Beijing and became the first chairman 

of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, he believed that changing the Chinese educational 

system would have a profound impact on the revolutionary social thought (Wen 239). 

However, the new constitution is very different from the original one in which the Republic 

of China (ROC) party stipulated the educational expenditures in the government budget. The 

new constitution, however, did not specify the importance of education (Wen 242). “Before 

the communist’s triumph, the ROC had a constitution closely adhered to Confucian cultural 

tradition”(Wen 242). After ROC leaders established a regime in Taiwan, the heavy attention 

paid to education has been reflected in its later administration. The government expenditure 

on education comparison between the two Chinas can be reflected in Figure 1-1. 

	

Figure	1-1	The	comparison	between	Taiwan	and	Mainland	China	in	government	expenditure.	

Data	collected	from	Wen	Lang	Li.	“A	Comparative	Study	of	the	Chinese	Educational	System”	

There is a clear trend that the percentage of government expenditure on education is higher in 

Taiwan--which is reflected in the red figure--than that of mainland China. The gap between 

the two remained fixed (Wen 242). Moreover, just in the 1990s, mainland China achieved the 

percentage that Taiwan achieved 50 years ago. Nevertheless, although the educational 
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expenditure is lower in the mainland, the number of instructors who work as teachers is quite 

high, revealed in the figure below. 

	

Figure	1-2	Student-teacher	ratio.	

Data	collected	from	Wen	Lang	Li.	“A	Comparative	Study	of	the	Chinese	Educational	System.		

	

 It might be difficult to imagine that in Taiwanese education, which featured a liberal 

pre-western education, the student-teacher ratio is higher than that of the mainland, a 

developing country. Tendency about this ratio for Taiwan is also the opposite, considering 

that the ratio has kept increasing as time goes by. With mainland China’s  fast economic 

development, more people have the opportunity to go to a college and thus pursue a better 

career in the future. Despite the expanding economy of mainland China, the educational 

expenditure has remained fixed. Given that the number of instructors keeps increasing, 

teachers and college professors’ average wages have decreased. Thus, the class status of 

instructors is influenced negatively, and the quality of education has deteriorated to some 

extent (Wen 241). Due to this reason, some upper and middle class parents in China who can 

afford to send their children to study abroad, especially in western countries, started to 

explore other options. 
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Similar to eastern educational systems, there are divisions in western educational 

systems as well. Liberal arts education (LAE) and professional education are usually two 

choices for the high school seniors in America. People in western society have argued that a 

liberal arts education cannot fully prepare students for the future job market as well as the 

professional-oriented school because some factors in a non-liberal arts college contribute to a 

more favorable job position. For example, the increasingly specialized and professionalized 

industry and a more diverse student group both play a role in a student’s ability to get a job. 

Professional educations by no means train students to master the specialization. Some schools 

cut funds for the Arts and Humanities courses such as philosophy; instead, the spending in 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM)  program has been increased. 

However, those schools and parents do not fully understand that liberal arts education 

provides students with “soft skills,” which are some of the most important skills employers 

require when hiring staffs. LAE offers students the comprehensive knowledge of 

communication, group working, ethics, and critical thinking skills. LAE focuses primarily on 

“the development of students’ ability to integrate those varied perspectives to solve real-

world problems” (3). This is verified in an interview by professor Louis Smogor, who is a 

DePauw mathematics professor and an expert in Asian Studies who taught in Malaysia for 

three years.  He said that after working ten years, very few people are still working at the 

industry they started with. For example,one of his graduates went into financial engineering 

immediately after college, but he quit because he didn’t like the people with whom he 

worked. His liberal arts background offered him many alternatives and got him a new job 

since he has encountered a variety of subjects and different courses other than economics. If 

someone wants the ability to change his or her decision, he or she has the ability to learn 

more broadly, an ability at the core of LAE. 

Professor Smogor continued by saying that many years ago, Malaysian students were the 
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largest international group in American universities instead of Chinese international students 

like today. The Malaysian government decided to import American professors in the late 

1980s so that students could  get an associates degree with two years of American school in 

Malaysia. The government heavily promoted memorization; consequently, students had to 

memorize a lot of  information. Dr. Smogor said ,“I remembered one time we gave tests at a 

very large hall that no person sat near each other. And I asked one question and three-fourths 

of the students have the exactly identical word for word answers. And I said, how in the 

world they could cheat and how could they know the same answer.” It turned out that 

Malaysian students were accustomed to memorizing textbooks. Even worse, there are quotas 

to restrict students who want to change their major in Malaysia. As an opposite example of 

liberal arts education, Malaysia’s educational system gives students few choices when 

choosing and exploring majors. Similar to most Asian countries due to shared culture, some 

western countries have stricter curriculum than that of the Malaysia. According to Jihyun 

Chloe Kim, an exchange student from South Korea who studies the French language and 

history, even some of the western education, French education, is much more specific and 

job-oriented because students have to declare their majors in high school. Consequently, 

there is not a clear distinction of educational systems differences because of geography. 

Another challenging and thought-provoking view is that most interviewers claimed 

that the knowledge they have absorbed in their LAE  is deeper than that of the universities. A 

senior Chinese student, Lei, who transferred from one of China's top two universities to 

DePauw, said that the philosophy class challenged his existing values after coming to 

DePauw.	 In China, the only philosophy he learned was materialism. He was surprised to find 

that DePauw’s goal was to teach about thinking and existence, not much about materialism. 

Before, he thought materialism was the main stream of philosophy, but later he realized it 

was completely different in the west. “It is a different story that we have a relatively narrow 
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perspective of philosophy in China,” Lei concluded. From his words, liberal arts education 

has its distinctive characteristic of cultivating students with deeper knowledge and unique 

perspectives.    

Similar to Lei, the exchange student Kim also agreed that LAE has given her freedom 

in academic areas and a deeper knowledge in women studies than in Ewha Woman’s 

University, which is known for its liberal education in South Korea. She explained that 

although her university tries to value women’s right and show gender equality, it does not 

give out diversified education or programs like DePauw does. Also, the depth of general 

studies that she actually went into was very different because she always learned superficial 

stuff such as terminology; or even a class’s one-on-one discussion just talked about very brief 

theories about women studies (Kim). Compared with the traditional lecture-based teaching 

method in Korea, she preferred LAE style.  

 Figure 2 demonstrates the extent to which certain factors attract students to liberal arts 

colleges, not only for international students but also for American native students. According 

to the area in Figure 2, the majority of interviewers prefers the discussion-based class, shown 

in orange. 

	

																																	Figure	2	data	from	interviewers		

In recent decades, the advantages of LAE in Figure 2 have been progressively recognized by 
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the Chinese government and policy makers so that they have implemented some “trials” to 

examine LAE. There are mainly two forms of these experiments: one type is the introduction 

of a Western model of higher education to China, such as the University of Michigan– 

Shanghai Jiaotong University Joint Institute, the University of Nottingham in Ningbo, New 

York University in Shanghai. Another form is to establish some special curriculum – which is 

similar to LAE – in the top Chinese universities, such as Nanjing University and Peking 

University (Jiang 24). However, all those movements make only small progress for the 

generalization of LAE in China. A similar situation takes place in the other parts of Asia. 

There is still a long way for liberal arts education to go to become popular -- politically and 

economically. 

    Liberal arts education enlightens integrative competence and critical thinking skills 

and it provides college students with the foundational capacity to succeed in the professional 

market among competitors. Compared with the relatively more conservative and closed 

eastern educational systems, LAE provides students with excellent opportunities to enhance 

their writing abilities, cultivate soft skills, and become organized thinkers. An interesting fact 

is discovered that diverse forms of education have different impacts on students’ personalities 

and academic performances in college; however, the extent to which educational systems 

shape students is important and needs further research and analysis. 
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Appendices  

 List of interviewers 

American students: 

●   Jane, 13 November 2017, Freshmen, Communication major; 

●  Hyerre, 14 November 2017 Senior, Writing Center Tutor, Asian American; 

●  Anonymous girl, 15 November 2017, Latino, Communication Major, she studied 

abroad in Argentina through DePauw’s Programe; 

International students and exchange students 

● Xinyi(Tina) Yang, 14 November 2017 Chinese international student, Economics 

Major, coming from Beijing, capital of China and attend one of the best high schools 

across China; 

● Lei Yu, 17 November 2017, a Senior transfer student form China, He attend one of 

the best universities in China and then transferred to DePauw. 

● Saki Nagai, 15 November 2017, an exchanging student who major in political science 

from Japan. 

● Jihyun Chloe Kim, an exchange student from South Korea Ewha Womans University 

which currently is the world's largest female educational institute and is one of the 

most prestigious universities in South Korea. This university is famous for its liberal 

environment: students usually protests to pursue their legal rights. 

Professors in DePauw University 

● Louis Smogor, a mathematics professor at DePauw who is also the director of Asian 

Studies Program and used to taught mathematics and computer science in a school in 

Malaysia. 

  

 

 

  

Interview Questions for Students Sample 

What’s your name; which year you are in? 

1.     What is liberal arts mean for you? 
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2.     Did you apply for other liberal arts university? If yes, why did you choose 

DePauw? 

  

3.     Did you know liberal arts education before college? 

  

4.     How would your DEPAUW experience compare with students in other 

universities? 

  

5.     What class gave you a more well rounded view of a problem? 

  

6.     What classes were most effective in challenging your existing values? 

  

7.     What were some considerations you taking into account when you were 

applying for college? 

  

8.     Are there any suggestions you would like to give to DePauw to change or 

modify its policy such as food, housing, daily life, activities, sports etc.?  

  

9.     How do you think life at a private liberal arts college compared to life at a large 

public university, such as compared with Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, 

Indiana University in Bloomington etc. 

  

10.  Have ever studied abroad or if you have ever experienced the different 

educational system other than liberal arts? Can you share your experiences(Only 

American Student)? 

  

11.  Can you think of any differences between educational systems, the LAE or that 
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in your home country (Only international student)? 

 

Interview Questions for the Professor Sample 

What’s your name; what are the courses you teach? 

12.  What is liberal arts mean for you? 

  

13.  As the professional education has been more and more popular, what do you 

think LAE compared with it for preparing students enter the job market in the 

future? 

  

14.  Have you ever studied or taught abroad before? 

  

15.  If yes, can you share some of your experience? 

  

16.  Did you see any differences or similarities between two different educational 

systems, mainly compared with liberal arts education here in DePauw? (such as 

teaching style, class sizes, values etc.) 

  

17.  How do you think of the effectiveness of liberal arts education compared with 

professional training? 

  

18.  To what extent do you think the education experience prepare for the future 

success? 

  

19.  Are there any suggestions you would like to give to DePauw to change or modify 

its policy such as food, housing, daily life, activities, sports etc.?  

  

20.  There are some educational revaluations taken place in china which try to mimic 
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the LAE style. Do you recommend of doing so and why? 

                                                                                 

 

Interview Transcripts  

Xinye Yang 

Dr. Tamara Stasik 

ENG 115A 

December 15, 2017 

Interview Questions and Transcripts 

What’s your name; which year you are in? 

Anonymous 

1. What is liberal arts mean for you? 

You take classes at every single field possible. Unlike the other big State universities, which 

require students to take major required courses at the beginning. It gives the freedom to 

experience all types of education not just a very specific one so that can help people figure 

out what they want to do. Did you apply for other liberal arts university? 

  

2.     Did you know liberal arts education before college? If yes, why did you 

choose DePauw? 

No, she didn’t. she just knew that you have the opportunity to take a bunch of classes. You 

won’t stick at one major. She only applied like really big schools because she wanted to go to 

really big schools. But I got really good scholarship form Depauw so I come here. 

  

3.     How would your DEPAUW experience compare with students in other 

universities? 

In terms of size, since deapuw is so small, I think the students here have better opportunities 

to get closer with your professors because if you go to a very big schools, professors may not 

know your name, you just kind of like another number(laugh). 
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4.     What class gave you a more well rounded view of a problem? 

Human cultures. It was an anthropology class. I will recommender everyone to take it. All the 

professors are amazing, but human culture opens my eyes to learning about different cultures 

and just been more understanding to differences. I loved it. I would have never taken an 

anthropology class, but one of my friends told me it was good. And now I am an 

anthropology minor. (laugh) 

  

5.     What classes were most effective in challenging your existing values? 

I am in a class right now called common cultural identity are basically talking about different 

types of identity such as religion, race, sex, gender in that class. Each week, we focused on a 

different topic and we debate about them. So my topic is about class and we have to debate 

why there are so many people of color in the prison system and my side of debate had to find 

the prison system is completely fair but is really not. It is really biased. So not really 

challenge my values because I know it is wrong but I have to say in the class it was right. So 

that is really hard, but now I learned and understood why people have different viewpoints 

about things. 

6.     What were some considerations you taking into account when you were 

applying for college? 

N.A. 

7.     Are there any suggestions you would like to give to DePauw to change or 

modify its policy such as food, housing, daily life, activities, sports etc.?  

I can tell how hard it is for International students and students of color as well. It is just very 

difficult for them to brunch out in the community. I don’t know how depauw will do that, but 

they made the new center for the diversity and inclusion. So I would really hope to see in the 

future that they really do big projects that make difference in campus, making people feel 

more included. 

8.     How do you think life at a private liberal arts college compared to life at a 

large public university, such as compared with Rose-Hulman Institute of 

Technology, Indiana University in Bloomington etc. 

Huge high schools that very diverse like the white population is very small so I never 

considered myself as different. When I was coming to DePauw, probably just like you come 
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form a different country. I felt like a culture shock, I felt like that being in the middle of 

nowhere. 

  

9.     Have ever studied abroad and can you share your experience? If no, have 

you ever experienced the different higher education system than liberal arts? 

Please share some below. 

Spain 

Winter term-central America 

                                                        

November 14, 2017 

Interview questions 

What’s your name; which year you are in? 

Hyerre              Senior 

10.  What is liberal arts mean for you? 

Taking more Interdisciplinary courses all together at once to approach the study that 

connected, so get to explore and find the interests. 

11.  Did you apply for other liberal arts university? If yes, why did you choose 

DePauw? 

No. Liberal Arts College Under Huge universities. She didn’t get into the first and 

second choice of college. Then, DePauw reached out to her and she came to a visit 

actually found DePauw’s academic competitive. All the small class sizes and the 

opportunities DePauw offered.   

12.  Did you know liberal arts education before college? 

     N.A. 

13.  How would your DEPAUW experience compare with students in other 

universities? 

Other schools don’t have a strong connection with professors and students. Other 

schools may have teaching assistant teach lectures. 
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14.  What class gave you a more well rounded view of a problem? 

All the class; science class, chemistry; society, English classes, modern 

language(Latin) 

15.  What classes were most effective in challenging your existing values? 

Society classes; honor confront the values 

16.  What were some considerations you taking into account when you were 

applying for college? 

Class size-location-study, abroad program. 

17.  Are there any suggestions you would like to give to DePauw to change or 

modify its policy such as food, housing, daily life, activities, sports etc.?  

Limited Food restrictions; vegan- in hoover, trying to modify 

18.  How do you think life at a private liberal arts college compared to life at a 

large public university, such as compared with Rose-Hulman Institute of 

Technology, Indiana University in Bloomington etc. 

Friends, family members. We take community to an extreme level, everyone is very 

kind to each other, I will say for the mist part. I don’t think we have the problem of 

stealing anything: we can leave our stuff at Roy and go down to get a coffee or 

something. At DePauw, it is ok we are very protective to each other. 

  

19.  Have ever studied abroad and can you share your experience? 

Argentina for one semester, but doesn’t like it. Argentina professors’ teaching style 

was very different. DePauw is discussion-based that professors allow room for 

students to talk and ask questions and contribute the ideas among students. So she 

leaned a lot from her peers. However, in Argentina it was totally different: three 

hours’ lecture, professor kept talking and could only ask a few questions at the end of 

class(class is small but different teaching styles). 

                            

November 17, 2017 

Interview questions 
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What’s your name; which year you are in? 

             Lei           ;Senior (transfer student from China) 

20.  What is liberal arts mean for you? 

Liberal arts mean that boarder knowledge range, deeper knowledge touching; except 

higher requirements of the study and research. In big university, students only learn 

some specific knowledge about the specific area and we have better interactions with 

professors. But we have more freedom to choose the interested area.   

21.  Did you apply for other liberal arts university? If yes, why did you choose 

DePauw? 

Yes. The highest ranking in all the school applied. Located in rural area which 

personally don’t like big cities because cannot fit in the city life when studying. 

22.  Did you know liberal arts education before college? 

Yes, but not much. Ranking is the priority. 

    

23.  What class gave you a more well rounded view of a problem? 

Game Theory and behavioral economics. The first reason is that I am an economics 

major. These two classes actually expand my view of understanding economics itself. 

I didn’t know before that economics can be related to math, psychology, and even 

neutral science. This is my first time to learn cross-field studies so it expands my 

horizon very much. 

24.  What classes were most effective in challenging your existing values? 

Philosophy class. Because in China, the only philosophy we learned is materialism. 

But I surprisingly found that here we were learning thinking and existence, not much 

about materialism. So before, I think materialism is the main stream of the 

philosophy, thus I found it is completely different here in western. It is a different 

story that we have a relatively narrow perspective of philosophy.   

25.  What were some considerations you taking into account when you were 

applying for college? 

I focused more ranking, location. Because I thought liberal arts were the same or very 
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similar to each other. So those are the two perspectives I consider. 

26.  Are there any suggestions you would like to give to DePauw to change or 

modify its policy such as food, housing, daily life, activities, sports etc.?  

The most important ones are that, as an international student, we need a more official 

office for international student. Because as far as I know, the office is lacking of 

intern working. When international students meet a problem, they always go to Aliza, 

but she is usually busy. 

27.  How do you think life at a private liberal arts college compared to life at a 

large public university, such as compared with Rose-Hulman Institute of 

Technology, Indiana University in Bloomington etc. 

My friends may have less time to interact with professors. DePauw is a small 

community which has been warm and supportive. I can get help more easily whereas I 

am at a big university; it will become harder.  

28.  Have ever studied abroad? 

N.A. 

29.   If you have ever experienced the different educational system other than 

liberal arts? Can you share your experiences? 

I used to be in a Chinese university. The advantage of Chinese universities is that 

students have a close community. We have the small administrative class system, so 

we could be very close to our classmates, but it is also this system making us have 

less connection with other students. The disadvantage is that we had a really large 

class size. It does not matter whether or not you go to the class. Also, professors did 

not know students that much, so students rarely study unless they have an exam.   

                           

November 18, 2017 

Interview questions 

What’s your name; which year you are in? 

        Jihyun (a Korean exchange student from Ewha Womans University) 

30.  What is liberal arts mean for you? 



Yang 18 

I don’t know a lot about liberal arts education because back in Korea where I am 

from, liberal arts education is not that big of deal. Only few departments may have 

sort of LAE such as linguistics department, philosophy and humanity departments 

too. 

31.  Did you apply for other liberal arts university? If yes, why did you choose 

DePauw? 

N.A. 

32.  Did you know liberal arts education before college? 

Yes, I did know it. Because people who major in liberal arts education are not very 

much inclined to get a good job because the job market are super competitive. People 

who apply economics or trade related they prefer, but very different from the states. 

33.  How do you think LAE compared with professional training, such as 

STEM, in the U.S. than Korea? 

It is better off than Korea. But I think it still has a long way to go especially in STEM 

area or women education. I listen to gender studies courses in DePauw that from the 

reading women are still being under represented in the STEM education. In terms of 

gender equality, there us still a long way to go. 

34.  How would your DEPAUW experience compare with students in other 

universities? 

I go to Ewha Womans University back in Korea that this school is very well-known 

as very liberal college in the Korea. We are one of the top three university across 

Korea especially it is a women’s college. Those other colleges are super conservative 

like it is male-dominant, like leadership position and stuff. So we are still regarded as 

one of the very liberal ones in South Korea. 

  

35.  What class gave you a more well rounded view of a problem? 

Probably two of my gender studies courses. They actually do point out the importance 

of LAE that opens up minds and diversify the perspective of people. I also took 

French lessons that its textbooks show the difference between American and French 

education. French education is like way more job-specified that you have to choose 
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your major when you at high school. It is like more specific and job-oriented.     

36.  What classes were most effective in challenging your existing values? 

Definitely my gender studies class. This class is just going through every single small 

details through your life. 

37.  What were some considerations you taking into account when you were 

applying for college? 

N.A. 

38.  Are there any suggestions you would like to give to DePauw to change or 

modify its policy such as food, housing, daily life, activities, sports etc.?  

N.A. 

39.  Have ever studied abroad or if you have ever experienced the different 

educational system other than liberal arts? Can you share your 

experiences(Only American Student)? 

N.A. 

40.  Can you think of any differences between educational systems, the LAE or 

that in your home country (Only international student)? 

It is pretty different. The bottom line of thoughts is very different. Even we try to 

value women’s right and try to come up equality and stuff, we don't give out diversity 

educations or program just like DePauw does. And also the depth of general studies 

we actually go into in terms of general studies is very different because we always 

learn very superficial stuff, just like the terminology and such that our gender study 

class’s one-on-one discussion just talks about women study and very brief studies. 

And the most importantly difference between the two I noticed is that most of courses 

here at DePauw is very discussion based, but back in Korea is like all lecture-based. 

You have like 50 or 60 students with one professor, but here you got a very small 

class where everyone participate discussion. 

                                 

November 15, 2017 

Interview questions 
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What’s your name; which year you are in? 

         Saki            ;an exchanging student from Japan 

41.  What is liberal arts mean for you? 

It means freedom 

42.  Did you apply for other liberal arts university? If yes, why did you choose 

DePauw? 

     N.A. 

43.  Did you know liberal arts education before college? 

N.A. 

44.  How would your DEPAUW experience compare with students in other 

universities? 

In my university back in Japan, I can only take international politics since I am a 

political science major. I can only have concentrated in the political science. But here 

at DePauw, I can study boarder range of studies. I study a lot of interesting course 

such as human cultures. Very few colleges in Japan implement liberal arts college. 

There are many people in a lecture and the distances between professors and student 

are very far. University of Tokyo doesn’t acquire to declare major when enter the 

college. Professors usually don’t have office hour so that students can only ask 

questions after class. Have very small opportunities discussing with each other. 

45.  What class gave you a more well rounded view of a problem? 

Human Culture. It includes the entire culture. Sometimes it is very difficult bur very 

interesting. 

46.  What classes were most effective in challenging your existing values? 

Women’s studies. It talks about the current issue about gender. We studied IGBTQ. I 

didn’t have any knowledge about it so that it makes me to further think about it. 

47.  What were some considerations you taking into account when you were 

applying for college? 

I focused on my major. My college has very characteristically major, which is 

political science. They provide me with very certain political course. 
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48.  Are there any suggestions you would like to give to DePauw to change or 

modify its policy such as food, housing, daily life, activities, sports etc.?  

For exchange student, DePauw provide later courses choice thus some of my classes 

are not wanted. 

  

49.  How do you think life at a private liberal arts college compared to life at a 

large public university, such as compared with Rose-Hulman Institute of 

Technology, Indiana University in Bloomington etc. 

For DePauw, there are no many students so that I can memorize their names and faces 

but I am not sure in the bigger universities. 

  

50.  Have ever studied abroad or if you have ever experienced the different 

educational system other than liberal arts? Can you share your 

experiences(Only American Student)? 

N.A. 

51.  Can you think of any differences between educational systems, the LAE or 

that in your home country (Only international student)? 

It difficult to change to change the major in Japan and students trend to specialize in 

unique areas. 

  

  

  

November 14, 2017 

Interview questions 

What’s your name; which year you are in? 

Xinyi Yang (Tina); Sophomore 
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52.  What is liberal arts mean for you? 

For me, liberal arts mean a well-rounded education. Students not only learn courses related to 

their majors or minors, but also study other courses from different academic fields, which 

helps us form broader view towards academic and things happening around us. With liberal 

arts education, we are also trained to be a good reader and writer. The skills that we learned 

from the liberal arts education will be useful not only for the future occupation, but also for 

life-long development. 

  

53.  Did you apply for other liberal arts university? If yes, why did you choose 

DePauw? 

Yes, I did. I chose DePauw because DePauw offered me more scholarship which gave less 

burden to my family. 

  

54.  How would your DEPAUW experience compare with students in other 

universities? 

I appreciate DePauw a lot for giving me so many supports and offering me with a lot of 

opportunities. I appreciate what I’ve learned from the summer institute from professors, TAs 

and classmates. I always gain supports from the family of international students. However, in 

large universities, it is hard to form such a close family or community. In DePauw, professors 

and staffs are very easy to approach, and they are always helpful and patient when giving 

advice. However, in large universities, professors may not be approachable. 

  

55.  What class gave you a more well rounded view of a problem? 
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Macroeconomics. Because this econ course requires me to use quantificational skills and 

econ theorems to analyze real world econ problems. 

  

56.  What classes were most effective in challenging your existing values? 

Intro to photography. It helps me to view a photography more critically. Moreover, I learned 

that people from different backgrounds may have different aesthetic views. 

  

57.  What were some considerations you taking into account when you were 

applying for college? 

Liberal arts college vs. large university; 

Ranking (overall, major); 

Location; 

Tuition; 

Number of Chinese students and international students; 

Safty 

  

58.  Are there any suggestions you would like to give to DePauw to change or 

modify its policy such as food, housing, daily life, activities, sports etc.?  

Food: more variety; more real Asian food. 

  

59.  How do you think life at a private liberal arts college compared to life at a 

large public university, such as compared with Rose-Hulman Institute of 
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Technology, Indiana University in Bloomington etc. 

Closer relationship with friends from home country, with international students, with 

American students and with professors, faculty members. 

  

60.  Have ever studied abroad or if you have ever experienced the different 

educational system other than liberal arts? Can you share your 

experiences(Only American Student)? 

N.A. 

61.  Can you think of any differences between educational systems, the LAE or 

that in your home country (Only international student)? 

I went to Ewha Summer Co-Ed Program in South Korea this summer for one month. 

Ewha Woman's University is a large university in Seoul, with more than 20,000 students. 

They have really big campus. Sometimes, students have to take a school shuttle to go 

from one building to another. Their dorms are not close to the academic buildings. There 

are CCTVs everywhere and students need to bring their ID cards with them all the time in 

order to go into the dorm or academic buildings. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

November 13,  2017 

Interview questions 

What’s your name; which year you are in? 
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Jane                        Freshmen 

62.  What do you enjoy most about DePauw? 

I like every classes that go in-depth. Reading each chapter at night and next day go through it 

and discuss about it and break apart so that she understands everything I am learning. 

63.  How different is DePauw compared with your high school or formal 

schools? 

Similar. Same size school with high school. the discussion has more substances instead than 

high schools. 

64.  When was the first time you heard about DePauw / liberal arts colleges? 

I knew DEPAUW very early- sophomore year at high school. Fathers’ friends’ 

recommendation their friends. 

65.  Which part of  DePauw\ liberal arts colleges do you enjoy the most? 

The discussion-based class-entry 100 level science class have smaller number of students. 

My friends at huge universities such as PUDURE, has bigger class such as hundreds of 

students in the class. 

66.  What were some considerations you taking into account when you were 

applying for college? 

Down to IU, DEPAUW. I knew she can get involved into all kind of activities as a first year 

student (don’t have to wait until the upper classmen) 

67.  Are there any suggestions you would like to give to DePauw to change or 

modify its policy such as food, housing, daily life, activities, sports etc.?  

Food could be better; housing is old—at least c-street, no good decorations and student 

resources.   
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68.  In what aspects you like DePauw or dislike it compared with Rose-Hulman 

Institute of Technology, Indiana University in Bloomington etc. ? 

Smaller-size class and the discussion atmosphere in class. 

69.  If you can go back to October, your senior year in high school, what would 

you do? Would you make the same or similar decision? 

Same decision. Parents made her apply for DEPAUW. 

70.  Compared with the characteristics of universities, what attracted you most 

most in DePauw / liberal arts colleges? 

Small classes, not yet fall asleep during classes which I did at high school. It keeps me 

engaged to some extent. 

  

71.  Why did you finally make the decision to attend DePauw / liberal arts 

college? 

Touch on every subject, make a more educated person. 

Second language is very useful. 

                                 

November 17, 2017 

Interview questions for teachers 

What’s your name; what are the courses you teach? 

Louis Smogor  ; Mathematics, Asian Studies 

72.  What is liberal arts mean for you? 

Liberal arts education is a board concept than a deep education. Students can 

experience several areas or at least more than a few areas with the goal of a board 

educated person with the art, science and social sciences. 
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73.  As the professional education has been more and more popular, what do 

you think LAE compared with it for preparing students enter the job market 

in the future? 

Yes, that is true but on the other hand, you have to consider very few people after 

working ten years have been working at the industry when they started with. For 

example, one of our graduates who went to the financial engineering ten years ago. 

But he quitted because he didn’t like the people he worked with so he just quitted. If 

you get to change your decision, you have to learn more broadly. 

  

74.  Have you ever studied or taught abroad before? 

Yes, I have taught for three years in Malaysia. But I never studied abroad or left the 

state of Indiana. But I was in a school of arts and sciences, a bachelor of arts and 

sciences. Under the research institutions, the distances between professors and 

students are very remote. 

  

75.  If yes, can you share some of your experience? 

Malaysian students in American universities were the largest group. The late 1980s, 

Malaysian government decided to import American professors. So students get an 

associated degree with two years of American schools. Malaysia used to be a colony 

of England. Students have been brought up with English environment. Malaysian 

people have those affirmative actions program for the mala people that students all 

come form public intuitions. There are two parts of Malaysian students’ body, one 

group is form the north who usually struggled with the English and the other group 

came form south which spoke English. My project of Asian Studies is that I taught 

popular Chinese filming and culture. 

  

76.  Did you see any differences or similarities between two different educational 

systems, mainly compared with liberal arts education here in DePauw? (such 

as teaching style, class sizes, values etc.) 

Malaysian students are in the same way. When I was in Malaysia, there students have 

been trained to perform the same way. The program is that memorizing repeated. I 
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remembered one time we gave tests at a very large hall that no person sat near each 

other. And I asked one question and three fourth students have the exactly identical 

word for word answers. And I said, how in the world they could cheat, you know, 

how could they know the same answer. Later I was looking at my textbook, they were 

quoting form the text. And this wasn’t mathematics, theorem, this was like a 

paragraph like a searching technique. They must have memorized more than that. 

There are even quotas to restrict students who want to change their major in Malaysia. 

  

77.  How do you think of the effectiveness of liberal arts education compared 

with professional training? 

It depends on what types of effectiveness. Probably put in this way, as far as a 

government, I would pretty much prefer people in the government will liberally 

educated than people who are professionally educated.   

  

78.  To what extent do you think the education experience prepare for the future 

success? 

The ways of thinking, it makes people think differently. 

  

79.  Are there any suggestions you would like to give to DePauw to change or 

modify its policy such as food, housing, daily life, activities, sports etc.?  

One hour ago, I was in a meeting about general education. We don't say what we 

divide all the subjects for students. Students generally don’t know the reason. It would 

be one of the things easy to do to present to students. 

  

80.  There are some educational revaluations taken place in china which try to 

mimic the LAE style. Do you recommend of doing so and why? 

Only for elite people is better but for ordinary folks, there is no need they think to go to 

universities. 

End 


