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Response to Eisner Quote
“Because so much of what is important in the arts depends upon the use of the imagination, the ability to engage students’ imagination is a critically important skill in teaching. Teachers do this in a variety of ways. One way is to ask students to put themselves into imaginative spaces (p. 53).”
	Gaining inspiration from Eisner’s quote above from “Teaching in the Visual Arts”, I came up with an idea for kindergartener’s where I would ask them to imagine themselves in a space they are not normally (or ever) in. Specifically, to teach students about sea animals, I would decorate the whole room or space to represent the ocean and make students feel as they live in the ocean or underwater by putting up blue streamers to represent water and green streamers to represent seaweed. I would create these things, but obviously the ocean is much more than water and seaweed. It is about the live animals such as fish, sharks, whales, clams, oysters, lobsters, etc. I would take pictures of the children’s faces and ask them to make a facial expression that represents the aquatic animal they want to imagine themselves as. Then I would give them a cut out piece of paper in that shape, glue their face to it, and ask them to color and decorate the cut-out in any way that was pleasing to them or made them happy. The cut-outs would not need to be accurate as far as color, size, or physical appearance. I don’t want students’ art to be perfect; I want students to use their imagine, get silly, get creative, and decorate as they wish. I would provide glitter, tissue paper, crayons, markers, yarn, colored pencils, non-toxic glue, and many other artist media for them to experiment with. After they created their ideal versions of their aquatic/sea animals, I would ask them to raise their hands and tell me factual information about their animal such as what they eat, where specifically in the ocean they live, what they do all day, and show the class their beautiful artwork. As the second part of the lesson, I would ask the students to get up and act of their animals. For example, if a child chose a fish, they might decide to purse their lips, make kissy sounds, and move their arms in a way that resembles fins. The final part of the lesson would be about shells and shellfish, what each shellfish’s shell looks like, and how each one is different. I would ask the children to create their own shells using construction paper, crayons, and whatever other materials they desired. I would suggest folding the paper in a fan-like fashion to create the creases in the shells, but I would not require it and allow kids a lot of freedom with the lesson plan. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The under-the-sea imaginative lesson that incorporates the arts would engage these kindergartener’s (five and six year olds in Piaget’s Pre-Operational stage) to use their bodies and minds to understand information about the world and incorporate their own personal perspectives of the ocean and aquatic life. Asking students to imaginatively place themselves under the ocean with the incorporation of classroom decoration, personal art-making, and self-discovery of information would be proven most effective and meaningful because it would be incorporating Dewey’s mind/body/spirit mentality and also help children assimilate and accommodate to their personal schema. Specifically learning about the ocean and sea creatures is successful because children at this age enjoy learning about animals and are still learning about all the different places that exist in our world. It allows the children to picture themselves living under the ocean, which is very different than living in a house with their family. Through this lesson-plan, they would be able to compare and contrast their lives on land with animals’ lives under the sea. As a fun reward to completing the lesson I would allow the kids to watch The Little Mermaid as long as their parents sign a consent form because some children may get scared of the sea witch. If not The Little Mermaid then maybe Ponyo or another fun movie involving the sea. 
