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The Great Flood 
	It is another day, just like every other. Evil is rampant. Someone murdered someone else, stole this or that, got in a fight with this person, and cheated this person of money. The list of wrongs committed goes on and on. Then news comes of a guy called Noah, who is building a gigantic boat in preparation of a global flood. This Noah claims that God is sending the flood in judgment of mankind’s wickedness and has warned him solely. Furthermore, Noah’s “god” told him to build a massive boat to save his family and every land or air animal on the planet. Impossible and downright crazy, right? Not really. This myth, often referred to as the Great Flood, is told many different ways across many different cultures, on nearly every continent, but all are strangely similar. The Great Flood which is depicted throughout literature did actually happen and was in fact, worldwide.
	First, the Great Flood actually did happen because the only reasons of why there are so many similar legends across the world of this flood is that the “ancestors of these cultures must have experienced the same event, or they both descended from a common ancestral source which itself experienced the event” (“Why”).  Even Holloway claims that "numerous myths and legends from all over the world refer to a great flood... [therefore] it [is] impossible to be a coincidence that so many myths and legends from different cultures around the world refer to the same event." For example, there is the biblical account in Genesis, and the Mesopotamian epics of Gilgamesh, Ziusudra, and Atrahasis. There is also the accounts of Plato’s Timaeus, the Norse mythology of Bergelmir, Native American mythology, and countless others recount the Great Flood (Lenderling, “The Great”). Out of most of these accounts, there are specific characters mentioned, from the survivors to the deity/deities. For example, in the biblical account the survivors were Noah and his family, and they were forewarned and delivered by God (a.k.a. Yahweh or YHWH) (Lenderling, “The Great”). Furthermore, the Mesopotamian accounts refer to Utnapishtim, Atrahasis, and Ziusudra, as the survivors and Ea, Enlil, Ishtar, An, Utu, and Enki, as the deities (Lenderling, “The Great”). Meanwhile the Greek account refers to Zeus, Prometheus, and Deucalion (Lenderling, “The Great”). These numerous accounts not only point to a worldwide flood individually, but also even more so when analyzed and compared with each other.
	Among many other reasons from the accounts aforementioned, the Genesis account has the most convincing argument in favor of the Great Flood myth. Specific biblical reasons from the Genesis account include that since “people had spread over the entire earth by the time assigned to Noah in biblical chronology,” according to anthropologists, “an anthropologically universal Flood would clearly have required a geographically worldwide Flood,” and as the Institute for Creation Research reminds us in Genesis 7:19-20 "all the high hills, that were under the whole heaven…and the mountains were covered" by the floodwaters (“The Flood”).  Additionally, the Ark described in the Genesis account would have been “absurdly unnecessary for anything but a global flood” because of its size and had “more than ample capacity to carry at least two of every known species of land animal (marine animals were not involved, of course)” (“The Flood”). And to top it off, the Institute for Creation Research declares that since God promised that he would never again destroy the earth by flood in Genesis 9:11, and “if the Flood indeed was global…He has kept His word for over 4,000 years”. As an additional rebuttal to a common counterargument, which will be discussed later, the Institute for Creation Research asserts that “those…who say it [the flood] was a local flood, however, are in effect accusing God of lying, for there are many devastating local floods every year” (“The Flood”). These reasons therefore give nearly unquestionable evidence pointing towards a global flood as described in the Genesis account.
	Second, when these accounts are analyzed, stunning similarities are revealed, giving convincing evidence to support the Great Flood myth. As the Institute for Creation Research states on their page “Why does Nearly Every Culture Have a Tradition of a Global Flood,” eighty-eight percent of all flood legends have a favored family, sixty-six percent of all the flood legends say the survivors were forewarned, and sixty-six percent of all the flood legends say that the flood was due to the wickedness of humans. Furthermore, ninety-five percent of the flood legends agree that the catastrophe was only a flood, seventy percent of all the flood legends agree that survival was due to a boat, and sixty-seven percent of the flood legends say that animals were also saved, while seventy-three percent of all the flood legends claim that animals played some part in the event (“Why”). Moreover, fifty-seven percent of all flood legends report that the survivors landed on a mountain, thirty-five percent of all the flood legends claim that birds were sent out, and seven percent of the flood legends mention a rainbow (“Why”). Additionally, thirteen percent of all the flood legends state that the survivors offered a sacrifice, nine percent of all the flood legends specify eight survivors, and eighty-two percent of all the flood legends claim that the geography was local (“Why”). Finally, and most importantly, ninety-five percent of all the flood legends claim that the flood was global (“Why”). As NW Creation points out "the overwhelming consistency among flood legends found in distant parts of the globe indicates they were derived from the same origin, but oral transcription has changed the details through time" ("Flood"). This is not the only evidence though, the confirmation of such a cataclysm goes on, including archaeological evidence.
	Third, the Great Flood actually did happen because there is archaeological evidence that supports the belief. As Berg states, “[There]…are eighteen evidences of [both] massive flooding and erosion, extremely rapid layering of strata, or direct evidence of a worldwide flood” (Berg). Furthermore, Berg claims that “such evidences are found in numerous places on virtually every continent” (Berg).  These aforementioned are what Berg refers to as “polystrate fossils, the fossils themselves, clastic dikes, Mt. St. Helens, Palouse Canyon, [and] an Australian beach” (Berg). “Spontaneous sorting of layers, turbidity currents, extensive strata and pancake layering, a whale of a fossil, more fossil whales, [and] marine fossils in the mountains” are also included in the list (Berg). The remainder of the list includes “frozen mammoths, fissures in the rocks, erratic boulders, was the flood local or worldwide, Black Sea, miracle or worldwide flood, and worldwide chaos and out of order fossils” (Berg). Basically, as Berg explains this list he essentially uses the “fossilized remains of marine life found atop every major mountain range in the world” and “the global prevalence of sedimentary rock” to back his argument (“Great”). Hence, the “geological strata…marine fossils….the Sauk Sequence…the Tippecanoe Sequence…[and] granular, water-charged sediment flows” all “provide critical evidence that the ocean once covered the continents, even the highest continental areas” (“Much”). Although archaeological evidence is the strongest piece, there is much more evidence, including the numerous literary accounts that were aforementioned, to support the Great Flood myth.
	Lastly, there are also, of course, countless compelling counter arguments that exist for the evidence presented above, and which point towards the global flood that is described across the cultures of the world. The counter arguments to the evidence presented above pose seemingly logical questions such as "did the flood really happen," "was it really global," "how could water cover large mountain ranges such as Mt. Everest", and “if the water level of the flood was so high how was there enough life-sustaining oxygen for those aboard the Ark.” Additional seemingly common-sense questions that these counter arguments propose are "where did all the water come from," "where did all the water go," and "how did all the animals fit on the Ark." Even though the arguments that these questions attempt to support seem sound, they are still all in defiance of the truth, and have at least one flaw of some kind. To refute and answer these questions, close examination of the literary accounts and archaeological evidence that was aforementioned is necessary.
	In answering the first question listed above, the Great Flood actually happened and was in fact a worldwide flood, primarily because of, as aforesaid, geological strata, the fossil record, and numerous literary accounts that come from across the world. Second, the flood was able to cover the whole earth including the highest mountains because the mountain ranges and the sea levels were much lower, “…therefore, that those on the Ark would have had no trouble breathing - without oxygen tanks” (Batten). This is shown when Genesis 7:19-20 asserts that “all the high hills, that were under the whole heaven…and the mountains were covered.” Third, the water that constituted the Great Flood was the massive uprising of groundwater, in combination with excessive rain. This great outpouring of water is displayed in Genesis 7:11 as "...all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.” Fourth, the waters of the Great Flood became the oceans and groundwater of today, as Ken Ham explains when he expresses that "the mountains rose up and the Flood waters went down where the ocean basins formed." Fifth, all the animals fit comfortably on the Ark because of the Ark’s massive size and structure, and less animals than we tend to think were actually on the Ark. According to the biblical account, God instructs Noah to build the Ark in the following way in Genesis 6:14-16:
Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch. And this is how you shall make it: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. You shall make a window for the ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit from above; and set the door of the ark in its side. You shall make it with lower, second, and third decks. (Genesis 6:14-16)
God further instructs Noah when he declares to Noah in Genesis 6:19-21:
And of every living thing of all flesh you shall bring two of every sort into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female. Of the bird after their kind, of animals after their kind, and of every creeping thing of the earth after its kind, two of every kind will come to you to keep them alive. And you shall take for yourself of all food that is eaten, and you shall gather it to yourself; and it shall be food for you and for them. (Genesis 6:19-21)
Furthermore, as Genesis 7:2-3 elaborates, there were only “…seven each of every clean animal…two each of animals that are unclean… [and] seven each of birds of the air” aboard the Ark. Of course, animals that are considered marine life would not have been aboard the Ark because of the excessive amounts of water covering the face of the earth, thus ensuring life to these creatures. Although these logical questions that support flawed counter arguments have thus been answered and the respective counter arguments have thus been refuted, there are numerous other seemingly sound, but flawed, counter arguments that exist throughout the world.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In conclusion, the Great Flood as portrayed by nearly every culture on the planet did actually transpire and was completely and utterly global. Despite the numerous existing and seemingly reliable, but faulty, counter arguments, much evidence exists for such a worldwide cataclysm. The evidence that points toward a global flood that totally covered the entire surface of the earth primarily includes the extremely detailed analysis of extensive works of literature, of archaeological evidence, and of popular, but flawed, counter arguments that exist in defiance of the Great Flood myth. Therefore, when the evidence is clearly explained and elaborated upon, as it has been previously, the idea of the worldwide Great Flood no longer seems so far-fetched, unrealistic, crazy, and impossible. Then one realizes that such a catastrophe could have easily transpired, without contradicting established scientific principles, or the common beliefs of the populace, or the personal beliefs of any individual person. Therefore, the Great Flood did happen as described across literature in the works of countless authors, and across nearly every culture of the world. Furthermore, the Great Flood was a worldwide flood that actually and totally covered the whole surface of the earth.
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