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    DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY


January 31, 2019
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Each year the History Department invites a few select students to consider doing an honors thesis during their senior year. I am delighted to inform you that because of your outstanding academic work, you are one of those students.  

The honors thesis is a year-long research and writing project. Students focus on a particular topic of their choosing and produce an in-depth historical study, usually 70-80 pages. The thesis substitutes for one class each semester. The final thesis is defended before a three-member faculty committee, and with a successful oral defense, your transcript at graduation will read, “Honors in History.”  

The honors thesis is a terrific intellectual experience, but it is also an intense one. Thesis students often begin their research the summer before their senior year – indeed, many faculty think doing some work over the summer is essential for a successful thesis. Moreover, thesis-writers often work long hours on nights and weekends throughout the academic year. Many students believe that the time required is too great, especially given other demands on their time during senior year, and decline this invitation. That said, students who complete the thesis often say it was the intellectual highlight of their time at Loyola.  

The honors thesis is an opportunity, not a requirement. If you are interested in writing a thesis, you must make arrangements with a faculty member in the department to serve as your advisor. (This invitation is contingent on a faculty member agreeing to work with you.)  Ideally you will choose someone with whom you have already worked and whose area of expertise is appropriate for your topic.    

If you are interested in pursuing an honors thesis, please contact the faculty member you would like to work with as soon as possible. If I can answer any particular questions about what is involved in the thesis, please feel free to contact me. We are contacting you at this time so that you can have time to think about this opportunity and talk to faculty members before your register in early March for next fall.

On behalf of the entire department, I congratulate you on your tremendous academic record and hope you will consider doing an honors thesis. 

Sincerely,
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Matthew Mulcahy
Professor and Chair
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