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South Africa has always had high hopes of being independent and living in a democracy. South Africa experienced many trials and tribulations to reach equality and end apartheid. Apartheid caused a major divide in the South Africa. The country has undergone developmental changes but developmental changes were not enough to end the inequality it still suffers from. What is going on post-apartheid South Africa? Although apartheid ended in South Africa in 1994, today South Africa still suffers from division and inequality in the country. Evidence suggests that the country still endures income inequality, poverty, education inequality and land ownership.
What is Apartheid
First, what does apartheid mean? Apartheid is an Afrikaner word meaning “separateness” between black and whites. It’s similar to jim crow which becomes “de jure law”. Southern Africa was different in many aspects from other areas of Africa. South Africa was the first territory to witness a wide-range of European settlers. Also, South Africa was the last region to have white minority rule and where white supremacist ideology started. Apartheid was an ideology, expressed through the laws of the white minority government of South Africa, that called for the legal separation of the races and ethnic groups in education, housing, employment, marriage, and just about anything else.[footnoteRef:1] It was an ideology of institutionalized racism and discrimination. Apartheid was adopted by the Nationalist Party in 1948. Apartheid developed several laws and policies for the South African people to follow. Apartheid did not just separate Blacks and Whites. It had an impact on all races and ethnicities. Apartheid included the discrimination against Coloureds, Indians, and Asians. African apartheid has influenced the way South African history is interpreted.  Apartheid was used as a justification for white power. The roots of apartheid were as old as European settlement in the region, but the policy itself was implemented following the Nationalist Party’s victory in the 1948 elections and merger with Afrikaner Party in 1951.[footnoteRef:2] Although apartheid began in 1948, Africa has suffered a long history of inequality, racism, discrimination, and white rule from settlers.  [1:  Erik Gilbert and Jonathan T. Reynolds, Africa in world history: from prehistory to the present (Boston: Pearson, 2012). 241.]  [2:  Gilbert and Reynolds, Africa in world history: from prehistory to the present, 370.] 

What Happened During Apartheid
During apartheid, numerous policies and laws were being passed to control the South African people. The Nationalists passed a series of laws that came to define institutionalized racism in the modern world.[footnoteRef:3] Where you work, who you were married to, and where you could live was regulated by the government. Although the South African government regulated everyone’s lives, non-whites were affected by the laws more than whites. Non-Whites received more restrictions and suffered from racial classification. Apartheid developed a framework to separate “Whites, Indians, Coloureds, and Bantu.”[footnoteRef:4] The government would even go as far as measuring hair and checking hair type to classify one’s race. The most hated symbol in South Africa was the pass book. Blacks were required to carry pass books when they were outside designated areas. The government even bulldozed non-whites out of residential areas. This was a step taken and allowed by the 1956 Native Relocation Act. This law removed non-whites from residential areas and allowed whites to settle in the area instead. The Prohibition of Mixed Marriages Act established in 1949. This law established that whites and non-whites were not allowed to get married or be involved in a sexual relationship in South Africa. Prior to Prohibition of Mixed Marriages Act, the Immorality Act of 1927 banned sex between blacks and whites. However, the Immorality Act of 1950 made it illegal for whites and non-whites (not just blacks) to have a sexual relationship between each other. There was also the Population Registration Act. This law recorded all races and classified them into one of the racial groups. The racial groups were Indian, Black, White, and Coloured. Racial identification cards were also used. The Extension of University Education Act was passed in 1959 and stopped black students from attending white universities. There were countless laws and policies South Africans suffered from. The government wanted to control every aspect of South Africans lives from their bed to work.  [3:  Gilbert and Reynolds, Africa in world history: from prehistory to the present, 370.]  [4:  Gilbert and Reynolds, Africa in world history: from prehistory to the present, 370.] 

Apartheid Ending
There were several negotiations and many forms of resistance to end apartheid in South Africa. There were protests, strikes, political actions, and fights that often resulted in deaths. It was a battle between the National Party (NC) and the African National Congress (ANC). The African National Congress was found in 1912. ANC was filled with educated male elites. Women were initially denied full membership because they were not educated at the time. ANC initially sought equality with whites as opposed to not overthrowing them with peaceful protests. Daniel François Malan (D.F Malan) was involved in the National Party and is known as the “father of apartheid”. Malan was responsible for most apartheid laws. Luckily, there were political actors that worked against ending apartheid and forces that fought to end apartheid. 
In the early 1960s, apartheid regime brutally crushes black nationalism. Sharpeville Massacre was South Africa’s turning point. A protest at the police station took place on May 21st in 1961. The police wounded 180 people and killed 69. The police claimed it was self-defense but majority of the victims were shot in the back. The African National Congress was banned by the government. Protests followed the massacre and 20,000 South Africans were arrested. White troops were called by the government to maintain order after a state of emergency was proclaimed. Nelson Mandela is also imprisoned. Nelson Mandela was a founding member of the ANC, politician, and anti-apartheid leader (See Figure A below). 
In the 1970s and 1980s, black resistance re-emerges. An inspiring and active force for South Africa during that time was Steve Biko. Steve Biko was an African political activist most widely credited as author of Black Consciousness ideology and leader of the Black Consciousness Movement. He intended to build black pride, power, and consciousness in South Africa. He was arrested and held under Terrorism Act from 1976 and 1977. He died while in police custody from police beatings. There were several boycotts going on as a form of resistance. Several protests led to the Soweto Massacres on June 16th in 1976. The Soweto was a series of black protesters from Sowetan schools. Because of the protests, numerous black protesters were killed by police from open fire. 
There were several negotiations to end apartheid in 1987 to 1993. The engagement of dramatic negotiations also led to a new constitution. In 1989, F.W. de Klerk became prime minister. Klerk released Mandela from jail and move to lift the apartheid laws. He also lifted bans of African political parties. The government and African National Congress had meetings. The National Party and the African National Congress discussed negotiations. Nelson Mandela was the leader of ANC and led negotiations with the government that led to the 1994 election. The first multiracial election was held on April 27th in 1994. The ANC won majority of the votes in the first democratic elections. Nelson Mandela became South Africa’s president on May 10th in 1994. The Sharpeville Massacre and the Soweto Massacre proves that the road to democracy in South Africa and ending apartheid was not easy. 
Income Poverty
	Although apartheid ended, it has left many households in poverty. Despite steady economic growth, income poverty probably rose in the late 1990s. Income poverty was strikingly visible in South Africa because it coexisted with great affluence, amidst high inequality, and because this inequality correlated with race.[footnoteRef:5] Evidence show that majority of the South Africans were poor. A study of South Africa’s household income and living standards indicate that half of all black South Africans lived in poverty in 1993.[footnoteRef:6] There are some post-apartheid poverty dynamics. Carter and May did a study on 1200 non-white households over the 1993 to 1998 period. Researchers concluded that “poverty rates have increased among this population, and that the distribution of scaled per-capita expenditure has become less equal.”[footnoteRef:7] Africans in South Africa face higher poverty and deprivation than whites. South Africa has high unemployment rates, especially in rural areas. The segregation of black Africans to poor and rural areas is correlated with higher levels of poverty. Men and women not maintain skills and living in rural areas is a disadvantage. In a report, the government notes that poverty is concentrated in the former Bantustans, where there is no likelihood of significant formal employment creation.[footnoteRef:8] To reduce poverty, there may need to be a migration out to towns where jobs can be created. Despite economic growth, unemployment continues to rise. Blacks in South Africa experience poverty typically due to low income.  [5:  Seekings, Jeremy. "Poverty and inequality after apartheid." (2007). 2. ]  [6:  Carter, Michael R., and Julian May. "One kind of freedom: Poverty dynamics in post-apartheid South Africa." World development 29, no. 12 (2001), 1.]  [7:  Carter, Michael R., and Julian May. "One kind of freedom: Poverty dynamics in post-apartheid South Africa." World development 29, no. 12 (2001), 26.]  [8:  Seekings, Jeremy. "Poverty and inequality after apartheid." (2007). 26.] 

Education
Among the challenges facing South Africa is the quality of education. Education is still highlighted for reform post-apartheid. There is a difference between the education of blacks and whites in South Africa. Although racial segregation has been abolished for 18 years now, schools which served predominantly White students under apartheid remain functional, while those which served Black students remain dysfunctional and unable to impart the necessary numeracy and literacy skills students should be acquiring by this level.[footnoteRef:9] Poor South Africans receive inferior quality education. Poor South Africans receiving an inferior quality of education puts them in a disadvantage position in the labor market, which opens them up to poverty. Most South African schools provide low quality education. The poverty level of the school neighborhood influences the grant from the government. Black students usually live far from good schools (in expensive neighborhoods), which make such schools geographically inaccessible. Those same schools usually charge higher school fees and this makes them financially impossible to reach. Access to and participation in schooling and education is limited in South Africa, especially rural communities. The government has not created equal education for everyone in South Africa. Lack of basic services, such as electricity hinders education also. There is not specifically just a divide between white and black education. There is inequality between classes. Wealthier schools are well equipped and have quality criteria in their schools. Also, teachers lack motivation for new curriculum and skills to teach in poor neighborhoods. During apartheid, the bantu education system maintained separation in South Africa. The Bantu Education Act of 1953 enforced racially segregated school systems.  [9:  Spaull, Nicholas. "Poverty & privilege: Primary school inequality in South Africa." International Journal of Educational Development 33, no. 5 (2013), 2. ] 

Land Ownership
After apartheid, majority of South Africa’s land was still owned by whites. “Under colonialism and apartheid, the ruling white minority stole vast amounts of land from black Africans in Zimbabwe and South Africa.”[footnoteRef:10] The new South African government began in 1994 to make regulations and implement programs for land reform. It consisted of three dimensions: redistribution (transferring white‐owned commercial farm land to African users); restitution (settling claims for land lost under apartheid measures by restoration of holdings or compensation); and land tenure reform (to provide more secure access to land in the former bantustans).[footnoteRef:11] Despite land reforms to distribute land back to Africans, whites hold most of South Africa’s land. Eighty-seven percent of South Africa’s land was owned by whites when Nelson Mandela became President of South Africa in 1994. The goal of African National Congress was to redistribute land to blacks. Instead of redistributing thirty percent, only 8 percent has been redistributed by 2010. ANC has failed to redistribute land efficiently. Most land in South Africa is believed to be taken unfairly by white settlers. Therefore, whites have no rights to land today. Blacks in South Africa want their stolen land back, even if it causes political insecurity for the country. Land works hand in hand with poverty. Access and ownership to land is crucial for poor families’ survival. During apartheid, the government took land from blacks often and gave it to white farmers at a nominal cost. Instead of land, few blacks received financial awards. Another problem is the fact that when the government does redistribute land, it does not give new landowners the support they need to succeed.[footnoteRef:12] Poor black farmers require ﬁnancial and technical support to access markets, credit, technology, infrastructure, and training.[footnoteRef:13] Government agencies and officials need to be evaluated to improve land reforms in South Africa. South African blacks wanted to reclaim their land after apartheid. However, the process has been difficult and the struggle still exists today.  [10:  Atuahene, Bernadette. "South Africa's Land Reform Crisis: Eliminating the Legacy of Apartheid." Foreign Aff. 90 (2011), 121.]  [11:  Cliffe, Lionel. "Land Reform in South Africa." Review of African Political Economy 27, no. 84 (2000), 273.]  [12:  Atuahene, Bernadette. "South Africa's Land Reform Crisis: Eliminating the Legacy of Apartheid." Foreign Aff. 90 (2011), 125.]  [13:  Atuahene, Bernadette. "South Africa's Land Reform Crisis: Eliminating the Legacy of Apartheid." Foreign Aff. 90 (2011): 121.] 

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Apartheid was a system of discrimination and a strategy to keep races and ethnicities separated. After apartheid, it was still a problem. Blacks still endured racism, discrimination and inequality in South Africa several ways. They endured it in education, land ownership, income and unemployment. Post-apartheid inequalities were reinforced. Although the end of apartheid opened doors for equality in South Africa, the country still struggles to fix the apartheid inequalities that still exists today. South Africa is not the only country that endures inequality. However, the outside world helped South Africa escape apartheid. The outside world should aide South Africa and put the legacy of apartheid to rest. Reforms must mover quicker and faster to improve South Africa. 
Figure A: http://historianleaders.blogspot.com/2011/10/nelson-mandela.html
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