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Delta State counselor education program earns statewide award

CLEVELAND, Miss. — The Mississippi Counseling Association has named Delta State University’s Counselor Education Program its 2026 College Counseling Program of the Year.
The award recognizes the program’s work preparing future counselors and its contributions to the counseling profession. The program was selected following a nomination and review by the association’s awards committee.
“We are deeply honored to receive this recognition from the Mississippi Counseling Association,” said Dr. Mary Bess Pannel, associate professor and program coordinator of counselor education at Delta State. “This award reflects the hard work of our faculty, students, alumni and community partners who are committed to advancing the counseling profession and improving the lives of those we serve.”
Delta State has appeared in this award category before. MCA listed the university as its College Counseling Program recipient for the 2022-23 awards cycle. The category is part of the association’s longstanding annual awards program, which recognizes counseling programs, individual counselors and contributors to the profession. 
MCA is a state branch of the American Counseling Association. It supports counselors across Mississippi through professional development, advocacy and work to advance counseling practice. 
“We are proud of the impact our graduates make throughout the state and remain committed to preparing counselors who lead with compassion, integrity, and professional excellence,” Pannel said.
For more information about the Counselor Education Program at Delta State, visit https://www.deltastate.edu/nursing-health-sciences/school-of-nursing/.


###
About Delta State University: Delta State University is a four-year public institution whose nearly 2,800 students come from most U.S. states and more than 45 countries. Acknowledging its beginning as a teacher’s college, the University sustains excellence in teacher education while continuing to expand offerings in traditional as well as unique fields of study. Programs such as those available through the Delta Music Institute, the Commercial Aviation Department, and the Center for Interdisciplinary Geospatial Information highlight the University’s commitment to meeting the evolving needs of the students it serves with world-leading, industry-acclaimed programs. Situated in the heart of the Mississippi Delta, Delta State offers top-notch academic programs in business, arts, sciences, nursing, education, and more. DSU Athletics has won 15 national championships, 70 conference championships, and 37 regional titles.
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