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Delta State reports continued financial gains during fall town hall

CLEVELAND, Miss. — Delta State University reported substantial improvements in its financial position and provided updates on enrollment, legislative matters and campus priorities during its Fall Town Hall on Sept. 9.
The university ended fiscal year 2026 with 94 days of cash on hand, surpassing the 90-day goal established as part of a multiyear financial plan introduced in 2023. Delta State had 24 days of cash on hand in fiscal year 2023 before increasing to 27 days in 2024 and 58 days in 2025.
The increase represents a gain of 70 days of cash on hand over three fiscal years and gives the university a stronger reserve to manage unexpected expenses and changes in revenue.
“Three years ago, we established a financial plan that relied on realistic revenue projections, responsible budgeting and steady progress toward a sustainable financial position,” said Delta State President Dr. Daniel J. Ennis. “Reaching 94 days of cash on hand reflects the difficult decisions and disciplined work that have taken place across the university. Our faculty and staff have remained focused on serving our students while helping Delta State build a more secure foundation for the future.”
Delta State also reported substantial improvement in its debt coverage ratio, which measures the university’s ability to meet its annual debt obligations. The Mississippi Institutions of Higher Learning requires universities to maintain a ratio of at least 1.50. Delta State’s ratio increased from 0.93 in 2023 to 11.73 in 2026, compared with a median ratio across U. S. higher learning institutions of 3.20.
The university’s financial plan includes a contingency of 3% to 5% in the budget at the beginning of each fiscal year. The contingency does not represent cash left over after annual expenses. Under the plan, available contingency funds have been directed toward improving the university’s cash position until Delta State reached at least 90 days of cash on hand.
“These results show that Delta State is in a much stronger position than it was three years ago, but they do not mean our work is finished,” Ennis said. “We must continue to budget carefully, strengthen enrollment and make thoughtful investments in the programs and facilities that serve our students. The progress we have made gives us greater stability as we address those priorities.”
Ennis emphasized that, as Delta State moves forward, university leaders will continue monitoring enrollment, state funding and other factors that affect the institution’s financial outlook. The progress achieved since 2023 gives the university greater strength as it plans for future needs and continues investing in its students, academic programs and campus facilities.

Cutline: DSU President Dr. Dan Ennis spoke to faculty and staff during Wednesday’s town hall about the financial health of the university.

###
About Delta State University: Delta State University is a four-year public institution whose nearly 2,800 students come from most U.S. states and more than 45 countries. Acknowledging its beginning as a teacher’s college, the University sustains excellence in teacher education while continuing to expand offerings in traditional as well as unique fields of study. Programs such as those available through the Delta Music Institute, the Commercial Aviation Department, and the Center for Interdisciplinary Geospatial Information highlight the University’s commitment to meeting the evolving needs of the students it serves with world-leading, industry-acclaimed programs. Situated in the heart of the Mississippi Delta, Delta State offers top-notch academic programs in business, arts, sciences, nursing, education, and more. DSU Athletics has won 15 national championships, 70 conference championships, and 37 regional titles.
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