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Delta State University's GEOINT programs earn USGIF reaccreditation through 2031

CLEVELAND, Miss. — Delta State University and the United States Geospatial Intelligence Foundation (USGIF) have announced the reaccreditation of Delta State's Geospatial Analysis and Intelligence (GAI) Certificate Program and Bachelor of Applied Science in Geospatial Analysis and Intelligence through June 2031.
Following a comprehensive review process conducted between summer 2025 and spring 2026, USGIF awarded the programs a full five-year reaccreditation after determining they continue to meet the organization's published standards and criteria for geospatial intelligence education.
The evaluation process included an initial application review, assessment by three independent subject matter experts from the geospatial intelligence community and a final review of documentation and feedback by USGIF leadership.
Delta State's programs were recognized for their alignment with GEOINT core competencies, commitment to continuous learning, success in preparing students for the workforce, accessibility for diverse learners, experienced faculty, strong government and industry partnerships and comprehensive student support services.
The reaccreditation reinforces Delta State's position as a national leader in geospatial intelligence education. The university's Bachelor of Applied Science in Geospatial Analysis and Intelligence remains the only USGIF-accredited bachelor's degree program in the nation, while its GEOINT certificate program is among the longest continuously accredited programs in the field.
”Geospatial intelligence is the science of ‘where,’” said Talbot Brooks, director of Delta State's Center for Interdisciplinary Geospatial Information Technologies. “We train students to take the flood of data pouring in from satellites, drones, and sensors and turn it into a clear answer about what is happening on the ground and why it matters. Those skills fill some of the fastest-growing STEM careers in the country, and they give our armed forces an edge as our adversaries grow stronger. It is the technology behind the map on your phone, the storm warning on the news, and the rescue of a downed pilot in Iran. It touches daily life, and we teach the people who make it all work.”
USGIF's review highlighted the programs' expert faculty, strong research foundation and commitment to supporting students throughout their academic experience.
“Delta State’s reaccreditation reflects the strength of its geospatial intelligence programs and its continued commitment to preparing students for mission-ready careers,” said Ronda Schrenk, CEO of USGIF. “USGIF accreditation is designed to recognize programs that meet rigorous standards for GEOINT education, workforce relevance, and continuous improvement. Delta State has demonstrated all three, and we are pleased to recognize its role in developing the next generation of GEOINT professionals.”
The programs are housed within Delta State's Center for Interdisciplinary Geospatial Information Technologies, which has established a national reputation for delivering accessible, workforce-focused education to traditional students, military personnel, working professionals and career changers.
DSU Associate Provost Dr. Jeffrey Leffler said, “Maintaining USGIF accreditation requires an ongoing commitment to quality, innovation, and continuous improvement. This recognition reflects the outstanding work of our faculty and staff and highlights the value of the partnerships we have built across government, industry, and higher education.”
USGIF noted Delta State's unique asynchronous program structure, experienced faculty and strong partnerships as key strengths that contribute to student success and workforce preparation.
DSU Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. Leslie Griffin said, "Geospatial intelligence education is a critical link to advancements in multiple areas at DSU. Validation by USGIF is an essential foundation for future growth initiatives."
The United States Geospatial Intelligence Foundation (USGIF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit educational foundation. We are dedicated to promoting the geospatial intelligence tradecraft and developing a stronger GEOINT Community with government, industry, academia, professional organizations, and individuals who develop and apply geospatial intelligence to address national security challenges. USGIF achieves its mission through various programs, initiatives, and events. Learn more at usgif.org.
For more information about Delta State University's geospatial intelligence programs, visit deltastate.edu/business-aviation/accountancy-cis-git/.


###
About Delta State University: Delta State University is a four-year public institution whose nearly 2,800 students come from most U.S. states and more than 45 countries. Acknowledging its beginning as a teacher’s college, the University sustains excellence in teacher education while continuing to expand offerings in traditional as well as unique fields of study. Programs such as those available through the Delta Music Institute, the Commercial Aviation Department, and the Center for Interdisciplinary Geospatial Information highlight the University’s commitment to meeting the evolving needs of the students it serves with world-leading, industry-acclaimed programs. Situated in the heart of the Mississippi Delta, Delta State offers top-notch academic programs in business, arts, sciences, nursing, education, and more. DSU Athletics has won 15 national championships, 70 conference championships, and 37 regional titles.
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