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Delta State receives IHL approval to establish separate colleges of Business and Aviation

CLEVELAND, Miss. — The Mississippi Institutions of Higher Learning Board of Trustees has approved Delta State University's proposal to separate its current College of Business and Aviation into two distinct academic units: the College of Business and the College of Aviation.
The move reflects significant growth and increasing complexity within both disciplines and is designed to position each area for continued innovation, strategic planning and workforce development.
Over the past two years, rapid developments within the aviation industry prompted discussions among university leaders regarding the future of Delta State's aviation programs. Factors influencing the decision included growing pilot demand nationwide, advances in aviation technology and safety systems and changes in airport operations and unmanned aircraft systems. Evolving regulatory expectations and increased state and federal support for aviation education initiatives also contributed to the need for a more focused organizational structure.
At the same time, Delta State's business programs have expanded efforts to address workforce demands across Mississippi and beyond while incorporating emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence into academic offerings. The college is also home to several centers and programs with significant regional and statewide impact, including the Delta Music Institute, the Center for Community Economic Development and the Interdisciplinary Center for Geospatial Information Technologies.
"The continued growth and success of both aviation and business programs created an opportunity to strengthen leadership and focus within each area," said Dr. Daniel J. Ennis, president of Delta State University. "Establishing separate colleges will allow each discipline to benefit from dedicated academic oversight, intentional planning and strategic leadership while continuing to support the university's mission of preparing students for success."
University leaders concluded that the expanding scope of both academic areas warranted dedicated deans to guide program quality, support faculty and students and lead future innovation.
"The success of our aviation and business programs has created opportunities that deserve dedicated attention and leadership," Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. Leslie Griffin said. "This transition will allow each college to build on its strengths, pursue new initiatives and better serve students, industry partners and the communities that depend on the graduates we produce."
As part of the approved restructuring, Dr. Joe Childs will transition to the role of Dean of Aviation. Childs will continue supporting the business programs during the transition period while the university conducts a national search to fill the position of Dean of the College of Business.
"This is an exciting step forward for Delta State," Childs said. "The creation of a standalone College of Aviation recognizes the tremendous momentum our aviation programs have experienced and positions us to continue meeting the needs of a rapidly evolving industry while building on the foundation established by the visionary chairs, faculty and deans who helped make Delta State a leader in aviation education.”
The proposal was developed through collaboration among college leadership, faculty and university administrators. Following campus review and approval processes, the proposal advanced through the appropriate university committees before being submitted to IHL for consideration.
Additional information regarding implementation timelines, leadership appointments and organizational details will be announced as plans are finalized.
###
About Delta State University: Delta State University is a four-year public institution whose nearly 2,800 students come from most U.S. states and more than 45 countries. Acknowledging its beginning as a teacher’s college, the University sustains excellence in teacher education while continuing to expand offerings in traditional as well as unique fields of study. Programs such as those available through the Delta Music Institute, the Commercial Aviation Department, and the Center for Interdisciplinary Geospatial Information highlight the University’s commitment to meeting the evolving needs of the students it serves with world-leading, industry-acclaimed programs. Situated in the heart of the Mississippi Delta, Delta State offers top-notch academic programs in business, arts, sciences, nursing, education, and more. DSU Athletics has won 15 national championships, 70 conference championships, and 37 regional titles.
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