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From internship to airport operations: DSU graduate takes the next step in aviation career

CLEVELAND, Miss. — One year after spending her summer directing aircraft at George M. Bryan Airport in Starkville, 2026 Delta State University graduate Casey Ray has already taken the next step in her aviation career, joining the operations department at Tallahassee International Airport.
Ray, a Starkville native who earned her Bachelor of Applied Science in Aviation Management from Delta State this past May, first drew attention through her work ethic and professionalism during a 2025 internship at George M. Bryan Airport. Working under Airport Operations Manager Rusty Bouchillon as an aircraft lineman, Ray handled fueling operations, marshaled aircraft and assisted with the fast-paced daily demands of airport operations.
Her performance during the internship earned her an expanded role during Mississippi State University football season home games, where she helped manage increased aircraft traffic and operations tied to game-day travel.
“Directing planes felt like second nature by the end,” Ray said during her internship experience. “You realize how much you’ve learned when you’re out there making it happen.”
Bouchillon said Ray quickly became a dependable part of the airport team during her time in Starkville.
Now working in Tallahassee International Airport’s operations department, Ray is continuing to build on the hands-on experience she developed at Delta State and during her internship. Her journey reflects the emphasis Delta State’s Commercial Aviation program places on real-world preparation and industry connections.
“Casey represents exactly what we hope for our students,” said Maggie Moran, Instructor of Commercial Aviation at Delta State. “She took advantage of every opportunity available to her, gained meaningful experience in airport operations and successfully transitioned into a professional role immediately after graduation.”
Ray’s path to aviation was not a traditional one. Before earning her aviation degree, she worked as a hairstylist while pursuing her education. Her transition into the aviation industry highlights the growing opportunities available through Delta State’s Commercial Aviation program and the determination of students entering the field from a variety of backgrounds.
Today, as she continues her career in airport operations at Tallahassee International Airport, Ray remains part of a growing group of Delta State graduates helping shape the future of aviation across the region. For more information about aviation programs at Delta State University, visit deltastate.edu/business-aviation/commercial-aviation/.

Cutline: DSU graduate Casey Ray has joined the operations department at Tallahassee International Airport.






###
About Delta State University: Delta State University is a four-year public institution whose nearly 2,800 students come from most U.S. states and more than 45 countries. Acknowledging its beginning as a teacher’s college, the University sustains excellence in teacher education while continuing to expand offerings in traditional as well as unique fields of study. Programs such as those available through the Delta Music Institute, the Commercial Aviation Department, and the Center for Interdisciplinary Geospatial Information highlight the University’s commitment to meeting the evolving needs of the students it serves with world-leading, industry-acclaimed programs. Situated in the heart of the Mississippi Delta, Delta State offers top-notch academic programs in business, arts, sciences, nursing, education, and more. DSU Athletics has won 15 national championships, 70 conference championships, and 37 regional titles.
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