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Delta Music Institute welcomes music industry executive Livia Tortella for DMI All-Access event

CLEVELAND, Miss. — The Delta Music Institute at Delta State University welcomed music industry executive Livia Tortella to campus Tuesday, March 24 as part of its ongoing DMI All-Access series, giving students an inside look at the realities of today’s entertainment industry from a leader with decades of experience at the highest levels of the business. The event was open to students for course credit as part of DMI 104.
Tortella is the founder and CEO of Black Box, a modern music marketing agency, and has held senior leadership roles with some of the industry’s most recognizable labels, including Warner Bros. Records, where she served as co-president. Her career has also included positions with PolyGram Canada, Island Def Jam Music Group, and Atlantic Records. Over the years, she has worked with artists such as Janelle Monáe, Andra Day, JP Saxe, Colbie Caillat, Linda Perry, 4 Non Blondes, and Death Cab for Cutie.
During the session, Tortella spoke candidly with students about artist development, marketing strategy, and the changing landscape of the music business. She also shared practical guidance on internships, professional communication, and the qualities that help young professionals stand out in a competitive field. Her remarks emphasized the importance of discipline, adaptability, and a clear understanding of the fast-moving, data-driven nature of the entertainment industry.
The event gave students an opportunity to engage directly with a respected executive in an open, conversational setting while gaining insight into the business side of music from someone who has helped shape successful careers and campaigns. Students also heard firsthand about the scale of modern marketing efforts, the importance of trust in professional relationships, and the strategic thinking behind singles, albums, and artist growth.
“Providing students with direct access to industry leaders like Livia Tortella is central to our mission,” said Dr. Richard Tremmel, director of the Delta Music Institute. “Experiences like this help connect classroom learning with the real demands and opportunities of today’s entertainment industry.”
The DMI All-Access series remains an important part of the Delta Music Institute’s hands-on approach to education, connecting students with working professionals and reinforcing the program’s commitment to career readiness.
The Delta Music Institute at Delta State University offers a Bachelor of Science degree in Entertainment Industry Studies with concentrations in Audio Engineering Technology and Music Business. Through hands-on learning, industry engagement, and access to professional-level facilities, DMI prepares students for careers across today’s music and entertainment industries. For more information about DMI programs, visit their website at deltastate.edu/business-aviation/delta-music-institute/.

Cutline: Music industry executive Livia Tortella spoke to Delta State students as part of its ongoing DMI All-Access series.

###

About Delta State University: Delta State University is a four-year public institution whose nearly 2,800 students come from most U.S. states and more than 45 countries. Acknowledging its beginning as a teacher’s college, the University sustains excellence in teacher education while continuing to expand offerings in traditional as well as unique fields of study. Programs such as those available through the Delta Music Institute, the Commercial Aviation Department, and the Center for Interdisciplinary Geospatial Information highlight the University’s commitment to meeting the evolving needs of the students it serves with world-leading, industry-acclaimed programs. Situated in the heart of the Mississippi Delta, Delta State offers top-notch academic programs in business, arts, sciences, nursing, education, and more. DSU Athletics has won 15 national championships, 70 conference championships, and 37 regional titles.
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