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Damon Johnson joins DMI All-Access Series for exclusive student session

CLEVELAND, Miss. — As part of the Delta Music Institute’s (DMI) monthly All-Access Series, Delta State University students recently welcomed acclaimed guitarist and songwriter Damon Johnson for a special virtual session via Zoom.
Johnson, currently on tour with Lynyrd Skynyrd, shared invaluable real-world insight from his decades-long career in the music industry. Throughout the session, he spoke candidly about touring, songwriting, professionalism, longevity in the business, and the importance of preparation and relationships in building a sustainable career.
A highlight of the event came when two DMI students performed guitar live for Johnson. He offered thoughtful feedback and encouragement, creating what many described as an unforgettable experience. The opportunity to perform directly for a touring artist of Johnson’s caliber provided students with rare access to professional-level critique and mentorship.
“Experiences like this define what makes DMI unique,” said Dr. Richard Tremmel, Director of the Delta Music Institute. “Our students are not just studying the entertainment industry—they’re interacting directly with professionals who are actively shaping it.”
Johnson’s career includes work with Alice Cooper’s band, Thin Lizzy, Black Star Riders, and as co-founder of Brother Cane, in addition to his work as a solo artist and songwriter. His willingness to invest time in DMI students reflects the Institute’s strong industry connections and commitment to experiential learning.
The Delta Music Institute extends its sincere appreciation to Damon Johnson for pouring into its students and sharing both wisdom and encouragement. Plans are already underway in hopes of welcoming him to campus for an in-person visit in the near future.
Delta State University is a four-year public institution with nearly 2,700 students representing most U.S. states and more than 35 countries. The Delta Music Institute continues to provide innovative, industry-connected opportunities that prepare students for careers in music, media, and live entertainment.
For more information about the Entertainment Industry Studies program at Delta State University, visit: dmi.deltastate.edu.


Cutline: Lynyrd Skynyrd guitarist Damon Johnson recently met with DMI students to share his experience.

###

About Delta State University: Delta State University is a four-year public institution whose nearly 2,800 students come from most U.S. states and more than 45 countries. Acknowledging its beginning as a teacher’s college, the University sustains excellence in teacher education while continuing to expand offerings in traditional as well as unique fields of study. Programs such as those available through the Delta Music Institute, the Commercial Aviation Department, and the Center for Interdisciplinary Geospatial Information highlight the University’s commitment to meeting the evolving needs of the students it serves with world-leading, industry-acclaimed programs. Situated in the heart of the Mississippi Delta, Delta State offers top-notch academic programs in business, arts, sciences, nursing, education, and more. DSU Athletics has won 15 national championships, 70 conference championships, and 37 regional titles.
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