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DSU Student Success Center hosts international advisers

CLEVELAND, Miss. — For the third consecutive year, Delta State University welcomed EducationUSA advisers from Latin America to learn more about the university’s academic programs, campus life, and international student support services.
EducationUSA is a U.S. Department of State network comprising more than 430 international student advising centers across more than 175 countries and territories. Dedicated to promoting U.S. higher education worldwide, EducationUSA provides accurate and comprehensive information to prospective students while assisting U.S. institutions in achieving their recruitment and internationalization goals.
The advisers included Julia Peres Ribeiro, EducationUSA adviser from Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais, Brazil; Martha Roman-Ospina, EducationUSA adviser from Armenia, Quindío, Colombia; and Ana Cristina Vizcarra Gutiérrez, EducationUSA adviser in Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico.
The EducationUSA advisers visited higher education institutions in Mississippi as part of a two-week tour coordinated by Study Mississippi, a consortium of accredited institutions that connects international students and professionals with quality education and training opportunities in the state.
“As an EducationUSA adviser in Colombia, I participated in the Study Mississippi tour to explore higher education opportunities available to international students in the state,” Roman-Ospina said. “Additionally, I sought to connect with current Colombian students in Mississippi to learn about their experiences, gather their advice for other Colombians interested in studying in the U.S., and understand why Mississippi is a great destination for them. I was pleasantly surprised by Delta State’s campus and impressed by how welcoming the institution is to international students.”
During their first day on campus, the advisers met with Dr. Leslie Griffin, provost and vice president for academic affairs; Dr. April Mondy, interim chair of management, marketing, and business administration; Dr. Addie Herrod, chair of nursing; and Kristen Land, director of the Student Success Center.
“I enjoyed visiting the brand-new facilities at the Robert E. Smith School of Nursing and Health Sciences department,” Vizcarra said. “It was impressive to see the hospital simulation and all the cutting-edge technology they use to train students and prepare them for real-life scenarios.”
The advisers also participated in a Delta State tradition, enjoying a fried chicken lunch with international students at Young-Mauldin Dining Hall, followed by a tour of the GRAMMY Museum Mississippi.
“One of the highlights of my visit was seeing firsthand the sense of community and support that Delta State fosters among international students,” Peres said. “It was inspiring to witness how engaged and integrated the students are. This visit reinforced my belief in the value of partnerships that can provide more opportunities for students from both Brazil and the U.S.”
The visit concluded with the annual Mississippi Association of International Educators (MAIE)-Study Mississippi Consortium Conference, which Delta State hosted Feb. 27-28. The conference brought together international educators from two Mississippi community colleges and 11 public and private colleges and universities.
“The MAIE-Study Mississippi Conference is an opportunity for colleagues from across the state to connect and build a network of resources, as well as to take advantage of professional development from experts in international education and leading international education service providers,” said Tracy Case Koslowski, chair of Study Mississippi and associate director for recruitment and development at the University of Mississippi’s Intensive English Program. “The consortium appreciates Delta State hosting the conference and welcoming all participants so graciously.”
For more information about Delta State University and its international initiatives, visit deltastate.edu/student-success-center/international-student-services/.

Cutline: EducationUSA advisers from Latin America were on campus at DSU recently to learn more about the university. Seen here are (L to R) Elizabeth Wickliffe, Destination Graduation Counselor; Kristen Land, Student Success Center Executive Director; Julia Peres Ribeiro, EducationUSA Brazil; Ana Cristina Vizcarra Gutiérrez, EducationUSA Mexico; Martha Roman-Ospina, EducationUSA Colombia.
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About Delta State University: Delta State University is a four-year public institution whose nearly 2,700 students come from most U.S. states and more than 45 countries. Acknowledging its beginning as a teacher’s college, the University sustains excellence in teacher education while continuing to expand offerings in traditional as well as unique fields of study. Programs such as those available through the Delta Music Institute, the Commercial Aviation Department, and the Center for Interdisciplinary Geospatial Information highlight the University’s commitment to meeting the evolving needs of the students it serves with world-leading, industry-acclaimed programs. Situated in the heart of the Mississippi Delta, Delta State offers top-notch academic programs in business, arts, sciences, nursing, education, and more. DSU Athletics has won 14 national championships, 70 conference championships, and 37 regional titles.
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