


[image: Text

Description automatically generated]

Contact: Christy Riddle		                                                    FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Phone: (662) 846-4336
Email: criddle@deltastate.edu

Delta State University to host 20th annual Margaret Tullos Field Symposium

CLEVELAND, Miss. — The Delta State University Robert E. Smith School of Nursing and Health Sciences will present the 20th Annual Margaret Tullos Field Symposium on Friday, February 28, at the Jacob Conference Center in Ewing Hall. This year’s theme, “The Digital Revolution: Profound Impact of Technology on Today’s Youth,” will explore the influence of technology on younger generations and its implications for social work practice.
The symposium, an educational training event named in honor of former social work professor and field director Margaret Tullos, is open to the public. Community members and Delta State students not seeking continuing education units (CEUs) can attend the event for free. Licensed social workers and school counselors seeking CEU credits may register for $125. The program offers 6.6 available CEUs, including 6.0 for social work and 0.6 for school counselors.
Keynote Speakers:
· Takiva N. Bell: CEO and founder of Impacting Pathways Coaching and Consulting, and National Technical Assistance Provider for the Mississippi Coalition Against Sexual Assault
· Maribeth Parker Bowman, LICSW-S: Program Director and Forensic Interview Specialist at the Shelby County Children’s Advocacy Center in Alabama
· Paula Broome, JD: Director of Training for the Children’s Advocacy Centers of Mississippi
· Sgt. Brad Jordan: Tactical Field Officer for the FBI’s Human Trafficking Task Force and Commander of the Shelby County Major Crimes Taskforce
The symposium was first launched in 2005 and renamed in 2009 to honor Margaret Tullos, who taught at Delta State from 1989 to 2008 and served as the director of field education in social work. Over the years, the symposium has addressed themes such as “Enhancing Social Justice through Rural Initiatives” and “Youth and Family Advocacy.” Past keynote speakers have included national leaders in social work, advocacy, and policy.
Assistant Professor of Social Work Dr. Loretta Jackson said, “This year’s theme couldn’t be more relevant given the rapid pace of change in the digital world. I look forward to connecting with fellow attendees and engaging in thoughtful discussions as our phenomenal speakers educate us on this critical topic. This event is always the highlight of the year, and I am truly grateful to be a part of it.”
Registration Information: Licensed social workers and school counselors can register for the symposium and view a complete schedule of events at deltastate.edu/nursing-health-sciences/social-work-field-symposium/. Community members and Delta State students can attend at no cost but are encouraged to register and consider making a donation through the registration form.
For more information or inquiries, please contact Dr. Loretta Jackson at (662) 846-4796 or via email at ljackson@deltastate.edu.


###

About Delta State University: Delta State University is a four-year public institution whose nearly 2,700 students come from most U.S. states and more than 45 countries. Acknowledging its beginning as a teacher’s college, the University sustains excellence in teacher education while continuing to expand offerings in traditional as well as unique fields of study. Programs such as those available through the Delta Music Institute, the Commercial Aviation Department, and the Center for Interdisciplinary Geospatial Information highlight the University’s commitment to meeting the evolving needs of the students it serves with world-leading, industry-acclaimed programs. Situated in the heart of the Mississippi Delta, Delta State offers top-notch academic programs in business, arts, sciences, nursing, education, and more. DSU Athletics has won 14 national championships, 70 conference championships, and 37 regional titles.
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