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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 11, 2022 

The US Economic Development Administration announces Good Jobs Challenge grant winners, 

including $15M award for Illinois Central College and 40 community partners. 

Illinois Central College, Bradley University and Eureka College, along with 40 community partners receive 

once-in-a-generation funding of $15 million to develop 1,000 skilled IT employees over the next three 

years. 

Illinois Central College, Bradley University and Eureka College will be sharing details of the IT Workforce 

Accelerator at the ICC Peoria Campus Student Center on Tuesday, August 16, at 9 am. This grant comes 

as part of the American Rescue Plan develop training programs supporting local economies and place an 

additional 50,000 workers in quality jobs. The IT Workforce Accelerator grant will create 1,000 new IT 

credentialed individuals both new to the industry workers and current IT workers who need to upskill 

inclusive of individuals of poverty and color.   

Tuesday, August 16, 2022 

9 am 

Student Center 

ICC Peoria Campus 

(5407 N University St., Peoria, IL) 

Available for Interviews: Dr. Shelia Quirk-Bailey, President of Illinois Central College; Dr. Jamel Wright, 

President of Eureka College; Dr. Stephen Standifird, President of Bradley University; Chris Setti, Chief 

Executive Officer of the Greater Peoria Economic Development Council; Jesse Alexander, Chief Revenue 

Officer of Dyopath; Don E. Johnson, President/CEO Goodwill Industries of Central Illinois; and Susan 

Brehm, Regional Director of EDA Chicago. 

Illinois Central College is a two-year community college with campuses in East Peoria, Peoria, and Pekin, 

Illinois providing a high-quality, affordable education to prepare students to enter the workforce or to 

transfer to a four-year college or university. 
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