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Kingdom Builders are a group of fully committed individuals and 
families who prayerfully commit to give, over and above their tithes, 
to global missions, local church planting, and future Christian leaders.
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WHY KINGDOM BUILDERS?
Just for a moment, think about the reason you are a follower of Jesus.

Think about the personal mark on your heart beating for the sake of who He is 
and who you have become through Him. The unwavering firm foundation in times 
of trial and times of prosperity. The truth and the hope you have secured in your 
life, found in the perfect love of a Savior who knows you by name. Feel the racing 
of your heart when you think about the undeserved goodness and kindness you 
receive from the heart of God. The pureness of the peace found in an all-knowing, 
all-powerful, yet deeply personal God. Think about the reason for it all.

Now, think about the 42% of the world who don’t even have access to the knowledge 
of who Jesus is. The over three billion people, who aren’t even aware that the true 
hope, love, peace and eternal life found in Jesus is even available. 

Then think about the one—the man in China, the little girl in Indonesia, the widow 
in South Sudan, the neighbor across the street—all uniquely, intentionally, and 
purposefully created in the image of God.

Then be reminded of the greatest act of generosity in the history of all mankind. The 
gift from God of his one and only son, Jesus. The gift of grace, the act of mercy, the 
gift of salvation, promised for every person—every man, woman, and child in the 
history of the world. And the greatest barrier to receiving this salvation is access to 
the Truth and awareness it exists.

This is the reason for Kingdom Builders. So that all may hear.
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Kingdom Builders is the way to express over–and–above generosity at River Valley 
Church. It began over ten years ago when we were expanding our building. Lead 
Pastor, Rob Ketterling, saw the church rise up to meet a large financial need in our 
local congregation for a new building. Our church came together, and through the 
sacrifice and generosity of many, the need was met and the new building was funded. 
Through this process, a holy discontent began to agitate Pastor Rob.

We didn’t want to just continue to make ourselves more comfortable in our 
community when the commission was on the table to go and make followers of all 
nations. This was commissioned by Jesus—to reach the world with the good news 
of the gospel. So we send out our own missionaries, go on short-term Global Teams 
and invest in organizations on mission to change the world as Kingdom Builders!

Matthew 28:18-20 
Jesus came and said to them, “All power has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth. Go and make followers of all the nations. Baptize them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Teach them to do all the things 
I have told you. And I am with you always, even to the end of the world.”

Kingdom Builders at River Valley Church encompasses this desire to reach people 
globally, to reach people locally, and to set up future Christian leaders to continue 
the fulfillment of this commission.

THE TITHE IS ABOUT 
OBEDIENCE. KINGDOM 
BUILDERS ARE ABOUT 
GENEROSITY.
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WHAT HAPPENS 
WHEN I GIVE TO 
KINGDOM BUILDERS?
At River Valley, we believe in the tithe—giving back to God the first 10% of 
our income. The tithe is used for the operations and the day-to-day ministry 
of River Valley Church and monthly missionary support. When you give to 
Kingdom Builders, above-and-beyond the tithe, we come together as the body 
of Christ, each doing our individual part to rise up and be a part of seeing the 
extraordinary take place! By God’s abundant grace and blessings, and through 
the sacrifice and intentional living of many, we, as a church body, are able to 
give away millions of dollars every year supporting world class organizations 
and individuals working to expand the kingdom of God throughout our 
communities, our country, and the rest of the world.

MONEY IS THE MECHANISM, GENEROSITY IS THE CATALYST, 
AND KINGDOM BUILDERS IS THE OUTCOME.

When you catch the heartbeat of generosity at River Valley, you go beyond 
giving financially to the Kingdom Builders fund, you become a Kingdom 
Builder in the process. Your heart is on mission to fulfill the commission of 
Jesus to reach the world. You orient your life, your family, and your priorities 
to see that this life is about so much more than just us. God wants to use your 
obedience as a catalyst to save lost souls. You are living to hear the “well done” 
from God when you stand before His throne in heaven.

The gift of salvation is more than enough to propel us into the work of expanding 
God’s kingdom around the world.

Think of the multitudes, think of the one!

May we remind ourselves why we do this...so that all may hear!
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G L O B A L
M I S S I O N S



500 SENDERS FUND   $2 5 0 , 0 0 0

Our vision is to send out 500 missionaries from our church. We are helping 
to equip and send these 500.

AFRIC A'S HOPE   $5 0 , 0 0 0

Provides biblical training for leaders of the growing Church in Africa, 
equipping them with knowledge and the power of the Holy Spirit.

A SIA PACIFIC   $3 0 , 0 0 0

Resourcing Bible schools and training centers in Asia Pacific nations.

BOYS AND  
GIRL S MISSIONARY CHALLENGE         $10 0 , 0 0 0

Beginning the process of missions awareness, concern, and stewardship in 
young lives by training them to give sacrificially.

BUSINESS A S  
MISSION (STONE TABLE)           $12 5, 0 0 0

Connecting and resourcing businesses and business people to mobilize 
them for missional impact around the world.

CHANGE30: RUSSIA  $75, 0 0 0

Inspiring purpose in Russian orphans by providing them with the love, 
guidance and resources they need to lead fulfilling lives.

CHINA INITIATIVE             $5 0 , 0 0 0

Compassion outreaches, English education, and rural village development 
are utilized to bring the hope of Jesus into the lives of everyday people 
living in Northern Asia.

CONVOY OF HOPE 
US & INTERNATIONAL           $18 0 , 0 0 0

Feeding children in need, providing disaster relief, training women to start 
businesses, and helping farmers in developing nations.

CUBA CHURCH PL ANTS            $3 0 , 0 0 0

Partnering with missionaries to Cuba on projects such as church 
construction, school of theology, and pastoral training.

CULTUR AL MINISTRY  
CENTER IN CHINA                    $75, 0 0 0

Growing coffee shop that serves as a cultural ministry center in China.

DIFFERENCE MAKERS            $5 0 , 0 0 0

Resourcing key scripture translation projects and pastoral training projects.

EQUIP LE ADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT        $10 0 , 0 0 0

Training Christian leaders and mobilizing them to impact their families, 
businesses, and communities. 

ESWATINI C AMPUS & C AREPOINTS  
(FORMERLY SWA ZIL AND)           $75, 0 0 0

We’re committed to investing in our eSwatini church plant and carepoints, 
bringing the hope of Jesus to the “least of these.”

ESWATINI CHILDREN'S CUP          $ 6 0 , 0 0 0

Equipping local churches to change communities through holistic child 
development.

*We reserve funds for urgent project requests from Kingdom Builders partners throughout the year.
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INDIA HOUSE CHURCHES  $10 0 , 0 0 0

Planting house churches in India and training church planters.

INDONESIA C AMPUS MINISTRY  $ 7 5 , 0 0 0 
A training center in Indonesia that teaches young people English and 
disciples them in their growing faith.

INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE MISSION         $5 0 , 0 0 0

Rescuing and restoring victims of human trafficking, and working with law 
enforcement officials to bring criminals to justice.

JAPAN CHURCH PL ANT    $10 0 , 0 0 0

Planting a new church in the Tokyo area through a vibrant church called 
Lifehouse International.

LIVE DE AD CHURCH PL ANTS 
MIDDLE E A ST              $10 0 , 0 0 0

Planting churches in sensitive countries in the Middle East including Iraq, 
Syria, Algeria, and Yemen.

MESSENGER INTERNATIONAL   $5 0 , 0 0 0

Providing believers worldwide with access to life-changing messages 
through a variety of different mediums.

MOROCCO  
INTERNATIONAL CHURCH    $70 , 0 0 0

Funding the launch of a new international church in Morocco.

NET WORK211 — JOURNEY ONLINE  $110 , 0 0 0

Using cutting edge technology to spread the gospel in the most difficult 
places in the world by helping people discover and grow in their journey.

FIRE BIBLE (HMONG STUDY BIBLE)   $10 0 , 0 0 0

The first comprehensive study Bible translated into Hmong, created to help 
pastors and leaders preach, teach, and reach others.

GLOBAL PROJEC T 
INITIATIVES                           $2 0 0 , 0 0 0

Providing support for special Global Team projects and initiatives in 
collaboration with our long-term missionaries.

GLOBAL UNIVERSIT Y: 
CUBA INITIATIVE      $3 0 , 0 0 0

Providing biblical training for pastors in Cuba from a fully accredited 
Christian University called Global University.

GLOBAL UNIVERSIT Y:  
KINGDOM BUILDERS SCHOL ARSHIPS  $10 0 , 0 0 0

Scholarships to Global University for ministry students around the world 
who need help paying for the biblical training needed to answer the call of 
ministry God has placed on them.

HE ALING HAITI    $2 5, 0 0 0

Short-term mission trips to Haiti offering opportunities for individuals, 
groups, and families to explore how to best use their time and talents to 
bring glory to God.

INDIA COMMON TABLE  
(LIVE DE AD OUTRE ACH)                   $10 0 , 0 0 0

A global community of people connected by the heart to introduce India’s 
unreached to Jesus.
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ONE HOPE INTERNATIONAL    $10 0 , 0 0 0

Reaching children and youth worldwide with the gospel message through 
print, films, storytelling, audio, and mobile apps.

ONE MILLION ME AL S (VENTURE)        $10 0 , 0 0 0

Partnership between Venture Expeditions and Feed My Starving Children 
to provide meals to refugees of Thailand and Burma.

PRIORIT Y ONE — BURKINA FA SO         $10 0 , 0 0 0

Helping to build Bible school facilities, classrooms and housing, along with 
planting churches in West Africa.

PRIORIT Y ONE — TANZ ANIA  
CHURCH EXPANSION      $5 0 , 0 0 0

Investing in thousands of Christian leaders in Tanzania through a strategic 
church expansion project.

PROJEC T RESCUE  —  
HUMAN TR AFFICKING      $2 5, 0 0 0

Rescuing and restoring victims of sex trafficking through the love and 
power of Jesus Christ.

RUSSIA DRE AM CENTER  $2 5, 0 0 0

A faith-based charitable organization that finds and fills the immediate 
needs of the broken and hurting in the community.

SALT CHURCH AND  
CHURCH PL ANTING NET WORK   $2 5, 0 0 0

Investing in the next generation of Norway through a strategic partnership 
with Salt Church, one of the fastest growing churches in Norway, and a 
dawning church planting movement.

SCRIPTURE TR ANSL ATION PROJEC T  $75, 0 0 0

Providing access to the gospel for various people groups throughout the 
world who do not have access.

SPEED THE LIGHT            $3 0 0 , 0 0 0

Providing the essential transportation and creative communication 
equipment, like boats, cars, and even yaks, for missionary evangelism.

THAIL AND BIBLE TR AINING CENTER           $2 5, 0 0 0

Bible training center for leaders in the Thailand/Burma area who feel called 
to ministry.

TURKEY CHURCH PL ANT    $10 0 , 0 0 0

Bringing the gospel to Istanbul, Turkey through a live music cafe—Business 
as Mission approach.

UPPER ROOM  $5 0 , 0 0 0

A global ministry dedicated to supporting the spiritual life of Christians 
seeking to know and experience God more fully through publications, 
programs, prayer support, and other resources.

URBAN TRIBES   $2 5, 0 0 0

Seeks to reach Africa’s fastest emerging urbanizing region in the world 
through strategic planting of high influence and high impact churches.

VIETNAM CHURCH  
PL ANT & COLLEGE      $3 0 , 0 0 0

Building a new church and supporting the training of pastors reaching tribal 
communities in an area devastated by typhoon and floodwaters in Vietnam.
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*We reserve funds for urgent project requests from Kingdom Builders partners throughout the year.

C AMPUS COMMUNITIES 
LOC AL OUTRE ACH      $9 0 , 0 0 0

Community outreach projects specific to the communities of each of our 
metro area campuses.

CHURCH MULTIPLIC ATION NET WORK        $75, 0 0 0

Equipping and funding leaders to plant healthy, spirit-filled churches across 
the United States.

INDIANA CHURCH PL ANT    $2 0 , 0 0 0

Sending one of our staff to plant a life-giving, spirit-empowered church in 
the growing Indianapolis area in the spring of 2019.

LIFE CENTER MINNE APOLIS  $5 0 , 0 0 0

Urban ministry center in Minneapolis committed to transforming 
impoverished people through the power of Christ.

MERGE T WIN CITIES OUTRE ACH  $75, 0 0 0

An outreach movement that includes prayer gatherings, area service projects, 
individual witness training, and Church discipleship preparations leading 
up to cross-cultural evangelism events.

MINISTRY CENTER FOR THE BLIND  $2 0 , 0 0 0

A ministry to the blind, creating quality, accessible ministry materials for 
the visually impaired.

MINNE APOLIS C AMPUS EXPANSION $2 5 0 , 0 0 0

Locating a larger facility to make room for growth at our Minneapolis 
campus.

MINNESOTA ADULT  
AND TEEN CHALLENGE           $10 0 , 0 0 0

A Christ-centered organization focusing on helping people gain freedom 
from chemical addictions and other life-controlling issues.

UNIVERSIT Y OF MINNESOTA 
OUTRE ACH SERVICE              $75, 0 0 0

Exciting new outreach service of our Minneapolis Campus to reach 
University of Minnesota students for Christ.

WOODBURY C AMPUS EXPANSION $ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0

Locating a permanent facility to lease for our Woodbury campus to reach 
more families in this growing community.
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*We reserve funds for urgent project requests from Kingdom Builders partners throughout the year.

CHURCH MATCH SCHOL ARSHIPS   $15, 0 0 0

Funds donated by River Valley that are matched by North Central University 
for college students.

MERCY MULTIPLIED $10 0 , 0 0 0

An International Charitable Christian organization that helps women break 
free from life-controlling behaviors & situations.

MINNESOTA  
FOSTER C ARE & ADOPTION    $10 , 0 0 0

Support existing foster parents, and encourage new families and individuals 
to be involved in the process.

NORTH CENTR AL  
UNIVERSIT Y SUPPORT      $70 , 0 0 0

A college focused on equipping and sending leaders into the world to bring 
the love of Jesus further than we could on our own.

RIVER VALLEY  
LE ADERSHIP INSTITUTE    $10 0 , 0 0 0

Raising up thousands of future leaders, providing interns with a community, 
opportunities in the church, and leadership labs.

RIVER VALLEY NET WORK  $10 0 , 0 0 0

Offering innovative resources, events, and training opportunities, along 
with relationship-building for churches all over the nation.

UNITE  
CIT Y WIDE YOUTH OUTRE ACH             $10 , 0 0 0

Partnering with PULSE Ministries to host a youth worship and outreach 
gathering.

WILDWOOD HILL S R ANCH $ 4 0 , 0 0 0

A ranch in Iowa transforming lives and strengthening communities by 
providing healing, hope, and God's love to children and at-risk youth.
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Kingdom Builders is making a difference globally, locally, and in the lives 
of future Christian leaders, by investing in organizations on mission in the 
areas of care and rescue, expanding the kingdom, and equipping leaders. 

GLOBAL MISSIONS
LOCAL CHURCH EXPANSION
FUTURE CHRISTIAN LEADERS
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19CARE & RESCUE

INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE MISSION

CHANGE30

MINNESOTA ADULT AND TEEN CHALLENGE

WILDWOOD HILLS RANCH

FEATURED PARTNERS FOCUSED ON THE WORK OF

CARE AND RESCUE
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The relentless Indian summer exhausted Thaiyamma and her husband Devendran as they labored in the 
fields of a wood-cutting facility. Thaiyamma was 9 months pregnant and expecting at any moment. Yet, 
the young couple had no choice but to continue to work.

They were bound by a $15 loan used to manipulate them into a life of slavery. Three years earlier, the family 
needed $15 to pay for medical treatment for their daughter, Lavanya, and were told they could work to pay 
back the debt. The lie led to the loss of their freedom and abuse by a man they called “The Beast.” 

“We were like dead people living there,” Thaiyamma said.

The slaves slept on the ground, were verbally and physically abused, and malnourished. They worked from 
the early morning to late night, often only having enough food to feed their daughter. After becoming 
pregnant with a second child, Thaiyamma feared for the well-being of her baby.

International Justice Mission, the largest international anti-slavery organization in the 
world, supported by Kingdom Builders, had been tipped off about the facility enslaving 
families in India. An investigator found Thaiyamma, along with 14 other individuals, 
forced into slave labor.

Desperate for a better future for her family, Thaiyamma rallied the women and 
men working at the facility to reveal the truth about the business owner. Days later, 
Thaiyamma’s baby boy was born in freedom and “The Beast” arrested. 

“I never knew I was going to see you. I never knew that I would meet you in freedom, and 
here you are,” Thaiyamma told her son when they met for the first time. 

International Justice Mission (IJM) has operations all over the world rescuing people 
like Thaiyamma from slavery. The non-profit organization is built of lawyers, counselors, 
activists, and supporters.

Gary Haugen founded IJM in 1997 after a career serving as a prosecutor at the United 
States Department of Justice. He developed a heart for justice ministry after working 
with the United Nations to bring justice to those responsible for the 1994 Rwandan 
genocide, the mass slaughter of the Tutsi during the African country’s Civil War. 

“I realized there was a significant difference between the way Jesus was regarding the 
world and the way I was regarding the world,” Haugen told River Valley Church while 

INTERNATIONAL
JUSTICE MISSION
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Information from Norway led IJM and local authorities in the Philippines 
to rescue five minors from cybersex trafficking. 

IJM helped bring these victims “out of darkness so they could know the 
goodness of God,” Haugen said. “Criminals prey on easy targets, the 
world's poor, because they expect no one to defend them. … These are 
the victims of injustice in our world. … When someone is stronger and 
takes [freedom] away because they can, God calls this the sin of injustice,” 
Haugen explained. “There is verse after verse in Scripture where it makes it 
clear God hates this abuse and wants it to stop. But what is God’s plan for 
doing that? It turns out, we are the plan.”

Haugen’s message to supporters is built on the Scripture’s explanation of 
God’s passion for the world and passion for justice. The IJM founder often 
asks, “What do you have to offer,” highlighting the story in the Gospels 
when Jesus feeds the 5,000. “Jesus simply says, ‘Will you give it to Me, so I 
can do the miracle?’”

“THERE IS VERSE AFTER VERSE IN SCRIPTURE 
WHERE IT MAKES IT CLEAR GOD HATES 

THIS ABUSE AND WANTS IT TO STOP. BUT 
WHAT IS GOD’S PLAN FOR DOING THAT? 

IT TURNS OUT, WE ARE THE PLAN.”

GARY HAUGEN, FOUNDER OF IJM

guest speaking in 2018. “I didn’t 
want to be that far away from what 
really mattered to Him.”

In our world today there are an 
estimated 40 million slaves, more 
than any other time in history, and 
2 million children held in forced 
prostitution. Haugen and IJM have 
met tens-of-thousands of these 
individuals by name. In its first case, 
the organization aided the arrest of 
a rape suspect in the Philippines. 
Today, IJM has helped rescue more 
than 45,000 victims of violence, 
forced labor or sex trafficking, and helped local authorities arrest more 
than 3,500 suspected slave owners and other criminals. They also help 
support laws focused on putting the slave trade out of business. 

Rescue efforts also provide safe housing, food, medical care, counseling, 
and education, to help each victim heal and succeed. Some former victims 
intern at IJM and eventually help lead freedom efforts in local offices. 

IJM in Africa helped reunite Valli with her four sons after their father sold 
them to a duck farm to repay his debts.

A six-month investigation by IJM rescued five girls and one young woman 
from sex trafficking in a Dominican Republic bar.

Griselda from Guatemala saw the three men that raped her brought to 
justice through IJM.

A 14-year-old cybersex trafficking victim shared information that helped 
IJM and its partners set free a 16-year-old victim and arrest an American 
national found to be exploiting young women and children.
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Brackish, crashing waves of the Baltic Sea slap the shores of the quiet 
coastal city of Kaliningrad, Russia. A town content not to speak in the 
streets, and yet a deafening need for hope hangs thick like the icy fog in 
the air. The motherless and the fatherless of this potholed city long to 
know they aren't forgotten.

"If you look at Kaliningrad in scale to the world, it's small. But there is a 
need there," says Mike Hadden, now chairman of Change30.

Mike knew nothing about Russia before a plane carried his River 
Valley Global Team and the message of Jesus there. He discloses it 
wasn't on his list of top five places to visit. But when his team landed 
in Kaliningrad at Change30, something significant shifted in his heart. 
"These kids running and jumping in your arms —there's this immediate 
connection," Mike recollects of his first experience.

Change30 is a warm glowing orb, welcoming home orphan graduates 
and is dedicated to providing love, support, and guidance so that they 
can lead hope-filled lives and develop a personal relationship with Jesus.

Their mission is to raise the life expectancy of orphan graduates, which 
statistics say is a dismal thirty years old—thus the name, Change30.

CHANGE30
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When an orphan is sixteen, they leave the orphanage and 90% will attempt 
to survive the streets, even preferring to live in prison because there they 
are guaranteed heat, food, and a clean bed. The support Change30 offers 
interrupts this destructive cycle.

Often known as 'social orphan', 90% of these children have a living parent 
who cannot or will not care for their child. Oftentimes these children were 
vulnerable to alcohol, poverty, or abuse in the home. In a country where a 
program for local adoption doesn't exist, these children are discarded by 
society, seen as worthless with a non-existent connection back to family.

What stands out about Change30 is, "there's no savior mentality, it's an 
equipping mentality," Crosstown Campus Pastor Anthony Richards 
articulates. Having been on multiple Global Teams to Russia, he knew this 
was a venture that our church would get right behind. 

And we have.

Kingdom Builders has played a vital role in fulfilling the mission of 
Change30.

"Simply put, we as a Change30 organization could not do what we 
do without the ongoing support of Kingdom Builders," Mike shares. 
"Kingdom Builders, plus the incredible teams that travel to Russia through 
Global Project, have created this amazing combination that is helping us 
to fulfill our mission... together, [it's] like an incredible fuel that propels 
our organization, has enabled us to get to where we are today, and will be 
critical for where we want to go in the future."

Kaliningrad is just the beginning; the vision for the future is for an 
even broader reach. "The potential and the vision are much bigger than 
Kaliningrad," Mike continues. "We look at [it] as our 'home base' and it is 
where the work started, but we see so much more for the other Baltic states, 
broader Russia, and beyond."
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Our over-and-above generosity as a church body has a strong pulse. Our 
giving has arms that stretch to the far sides of this world to embrace the 
orphan with warmth and dignity. Our giving honors the God-image in 
every child. It chisels away at any indifference and apathy within us to 
allow real, breathing transformations in the lives of the most precious, the 
most vulnerable.

Where there is a need, may our eyes be open to see it. When there is an 
opportunity, may our hearts be open to give. And when he prompts, 
may we make ourselves available to go.
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Addiction is one of our country’s most neglected diseases. 

According to a recent Columbia University study, "40 million Americans 
age 12 and over meet the clinical criteria for addiction involving nicotine, 
alcohol, or other drugs." That's more Americans than those with heart 
disease, diabetes, or cancer...and sadly, it does not end there. This recent 
study also concludes an additional 80 million people are "risky substance 
users," meaning that while not addicted, they "use tobacco, alcohol and 
other drugs in ways that threaten their own health and safety." 

Those statistics are staggering, and the magnitude of those numbers can 
easily numb us to the reality that behind each number is a name, and 
behind each name, is a story—a story in need of hope.

In 1958, a pastor named David Wilkerson set out to do his small part to 
bring a little hope to those caught in what seems like a never-ending cycle 
of addiction. It is a cycle that comes with financial and legal problems while 
tragically increasing the likelihood of domestic violence and child abuse. 

In the face of such hardship, it can be easy to throw in the towel, but David 
decided he needed to act. So, he responded to a radical call from God and 
left his rural Pennsylvania church to work among teenage gang members 
and socially marginalized people on the forgotten streets of New York City. 

Pastor Dave realized very quickly the darkness many of his newfound 
friends faced as they struggled daily with substance abuse. He knew God 
was inviting him to do something, so at Christmas in 1960, he turned a 
small Brooklyn house into a grassroots recovery center to help break the 
cycle of addiction in so many of the young people he had met.

MINNESOTA ADULT 
AND TEEN CHALLENGE

“HERE I ENCOUNTERED THE 
UNFAILING LOVE OF JESUS 

THAT HAS RESTORED ME TO 
THE PERSON I AM TODAY.”

KIM, MN ADULT TEEN CHALLENGE
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Little did Pastor Dave know, but that one recovery center started a chain 
reaction resulting in one of the largest residential recovery programs in the 
world. In fact, that little house became the first “Teen Challenge Center,” 
which now has over 200 centers in the United States as well as a global 
reach into 110 countries and over 1,000 centers worldwide.

Adult and Teen Challenge found its way to Minnesota in 1983 and has been 
restoring hope to people fighting drug and alcohol addiction ever since. 
Their organization is a bright light for those who find themselves in a very 
dark place. Indeed, through the power of faith, hope, and love, Adult and 

Teen Challenge helps hundreds of people each day find freedom in Christ. 

Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge is literally changing the world right 
in our backyard. We need more people in our communities to be part of the 
amazing work this organization is doing because the troubling fact is that 
only one in 10 people with addiction to alcohol or drugs report receiving 
any treatment at all. Compare this to the fact that about 70 percent of 
people with hypertension or diabetes do receive treatment. 

We face a national crisis that too often goes unnoticed, but our gracious 
God is opening many doors for people to find hope and healing through a 
community of world-changers at Adult and Teen Challenge. 

“I discovered that through God there is freedom and joy that I never knew 
existed. Most of my life was complete chaos. Dysfunction was all I knew, 
and drugs became a way for me to escape the pain. Thirteen years of drug 
addiction caused great pain and took me from my friends, my home, and 
my hope. Something had to change, or I would soon be dead.

While at my weakest point, God used a faithful friend to lead me to 
Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge. Here I encountered the unfailing 
love of Jesus that has restored me to the person I am today.”

– Kim, Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge

Our national crisis is being met with hope every day. Hope has a name, and 
His name is Jesus!
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Wildwood Hills Ranch of Iowa exists to transform the 
lives of at-risk children and youth. They desire to bring 
structure while cultivating healthy habits and instilling 
Christ in the center of all they do. They were founded in 
2001, and their mission has been sealed ever since. They 
desire to reclaim what’s been stolen from kids’ childhood, 
and teach them about Jesus, leadership, healthy habits, 
and provide a safe and fun environment for them to come 
just as they are.

The focus last summer was on “The Story” —the story 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and how that impacts each and 
every one of us. While sharing “His Story” they learned so 
many stories from the youth they serve. 

One such story is Grace’s* story. Throughout the week, 
she grew very close to one of the team leaders at The 
Ranch and they became friends. She came from a 
troubled upbringing and did not have a good relationship 
with a father figure. Sadly, this is the case of many of the 

WILDWOOD
HILLS RANCH

students, so it is imperative that they hire good, strong 
male leaders for our youth to see in action.

One night at worship, the group was singing “Oh the 
overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God” and 
Grace’s leader broke down watching Grace sing at the top 
of her lungs to the precious lyrics of “Reckless Love.” She 
grabbed his t-shirt sleeve and was trying to wipe away his 
tears because she was worried he was sad. Then, she said, 
“I want you to be my real dad.” Grace had completely 
melted the heart of her leader, her newfound friend.

There are other stories like Grace's—stories full of need, 
heartbreak, abuse, and neglect. The mission of The Ranch 
and the telling of “His Story” last summer allowed the 
staff to bring the light of Jesus Christ’s love to so many 
at-risk youth who need the hope of the gospel. The kids 
come to know how very loved and cherished they are. 
They’re met where they’re at and loved without agenda.

Jeni Bailey, a River Valley staff member, has been 
faithfully involved with Wildwood Hills Ranch for over 
10 years. She is passionate about their mission and all they 
are doing for God’s kingdom. We asked Jeni what The 
Ranch needs and how we can help and she emphasized 
how important our prayers are. She asked we pray for all 
the kids who need to be at The Ranch to be found. The 
Ranch works with social services and schools to find the 
kids who are in need —but be praying for those who are 
coming, and for those who will come.

Another ongoing prayer request is for fundraising. 
Kingdom Builders has invested greatly into Wildwood 
Hills Ranch, but as their program continues to grow, so 
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do their financial needs. Currently, The Ranch announced 
a long-term goal of building a permanent foster facility 
on a piece of land they own. This building would allow 
children who need long-term housing to live in this 
facility for as long as they need.

Thank you for your ongoing support and contributions 
to Wildwood Hills Ranch that make all of this possible. 

*For safety purposes, the name of the child has been changed. 
Grace's story adapted from www.wildwoodhillsranch.org.
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INDIA HOUSE CHURCH PLANTS

FEATURED PARTNERS FOCUSED ON THE WORK OF

EXPANDING
THE KINGDOM
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Through your Kingdom Builders giving, organizations like Live Dead 
are hard at work planting churches in some of the hardest-to-reach 
corners of the world. Your sacrificial, over-and-above giving enables 
courageous missionaries to forge pathways into countries where the name 
of Jesus is not proclaimed and not known. Together, light is shining in 
the darkness—a glimmer of hope rising in lands where hopelessness has 
prevailed for generations.

“Our hearts are broken for the people. Broken by their desperation, but even 
more broken by their lostness. But we are reminded that we serve a God of 
the impossible. When all seems lost, God is victorious, and we believe that 
God is the victor.” – River Valley supported Live Dead missionaries in the 
Middle East

Hope is on the move, because of what we do together 
through Kingdom Builders. Through our partnership 
with Live Dead, they can keep their mission moving 
forward to build the Church where it does not yet exist. 
The road to planting churches in unreached areas is 
not an easy one, and it's certainly not a glamorous one. 
But it is absolutely necessary in light of Matthew 28 
when Jesus commands us to go and make disciples.

The unreached are unreached for a reason. They’re 
located in physically remote areas of the world fraught 
with strife, conflict, war, and oppression of all kinds. 
However, someone must reach them. Someone must 
do the work. Someone must go. And we must send 
them.

“And he said to them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord 
of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.’” 
– Luke 10:2

God’s heart beats for His people around the world. 
He’s calling us to do something.

"We may not be able to do any great thing; but if each of us will do something, 
however small it may be, a good deal will be accomplished for God."  
– D. L. Moody

This year Kingdom Builders is uniquely partnering with Live Dead to plant 
four new churches in areas of Iraq, Syria, Algeria, and Yemen. This happens 
because of your generosity. Pray that these new churches will be planted in 
fertile soil and flourish. Pray the hearts of the unreached would be eager 
and hungry to know Jesus.

As Kingdom Builders, we agree with the prayer of Live Dead: “God help us, 
there is so much more to be done. We are eager to partner with the body of 
Christ to see Jesus glorified globally.”
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“WE MAY NOT BE 
ABLE TO DO ANY 
GREAT THING; BUT 
IF EACH OF US WILL 
DO SOMETHING, 
HOWEVER SMALL 
IT MAY BE, A GOOD 
DEAL WILL BE 
ACCOMPLISHED 
FOR GOD.”

D.L. MOODY
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The idea of the American dream—living in prosperity and enjoyment—
means suffering is not a part of that ethos. Have you ever read the Bible 
and walked away thinking something like this? If I’m a good person and I 
serve the Lord, the outflow of that will be a life of blessing and of ease...free 
from suffering. For us, suffering tends to catch us off guard. If you actually 
read the Bible, suffering was never a pointer to God’s absence. Instead, the 
glory of God was revealed through suffering, so there was an embracing 
of it. If God would allow his only son to go through suffering, surely He 
would allow that for us.

Over the last decade, India has experienced a shift toward radical Hinduism 
and Islam and a major push back toward the work of the gospel. A society 
that had been so tolerant in the past is now a very rigid one, clearly defining 
people as us and them—”us” as extremists and “them” as Christians. Today, 
the average Hindu and Muslim would immediately bring persecution on 
themselves if they expressed even the smallest interest in Christ. Most 
people are not willing to suffer for something they are interested in. People 
will suffer, though, for what they are committed to. And just because they 
are interested in Christ—the “otherness” of Christianity tells them not to 
come to the church. 

So, how do we reach people in such a polarizing society? For the 
India House Church movement, it’s a move toward ministry platforms 
that are very different, like gyms, football coaching academies, and music 
centers. This is a way to engage with people who are interested in Christ 
but won’t come to the church. They’re able to experience Christ’s love in 
an informal setting, and then be moved into small house churches as they 
grow in their faith. 

INDIA HOUSE 
CHURCH PLANTS

Although India is slowly moving toward urbanization, it is still a nation 
of villages—and many of those villages are very isolated due to the lack 
of roads and infrastructure. It may take as long as two weeks to walk to 
several of these villages from the closest road. Because of the isolation, 
many of the people have never heard the gospel; even the name of Jesus 
is a foreign thing to them. It is the mission of the India House Church 
movement to provide access to the gospel to those with the least access.

“We started a trekking business years ago, to trek into those isolated 
areas and share the gospel,” John*, the leader of the India House Church 
movement, shared with us. The villagers would never be open to receiving 
from a team if they were to simply walk into the village and start sharing 
the gospel. Instead, the teams bring economic benefit into the village by 
paying for the team’s stay and food...then they are open to conversation. 
Oftentimes, teams follow up and stay in contact with the villagers for years, 
talking about and encouraging them in their faith. 

Church planting in India looks very different than church planting in the 
United States. In the remote villages of India, buildings often attract the 
wrong kind of attention, so “house church” takes place instead. Families 
come to know Christ and are discipled —then they reach out to other family 
members to share the gospel. 

“When we talk about the new persecution in India, I don't want to focus on 
it as a negative thing, it’s just our new reality. Persecution doesn't have to be 
a bad thing. Persecution, many times, helps us do the right things. When 
persecution comes it allows us to narrow down what things are crucial 
and what things actually matter,” explained John. Reaching and discipling 
people—these are the things that really matter.
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As the India House Church starts worshiping, studying, 
and growing together, they begin to plan how to reach 
others in their village. This all happens very informally—
without instruments or songbooks. They sing together and 
share together. The encounter with darkness is attacked 
head-on as they pray for deliverance and healing…and 
people regularly experience the almighty power of God.

The Lord is moving mightily through the India House 
Church movement. Kingdom Builders is helping to propel 
this movement forward by sending teams and funding 
and agreeing with the prayers of those involved. Pray 
for India to come to know the Lord—whatever it takes. 
Persecution is a sign that God is stirring in India; that 
God is going to bring India to Himself. Pray that God’s 
glory would be revealed.

*Name changed for security purposes.

“PERSECUTION DOESN’T HAVE TO BE A 
BAD THING. PERSECUTION, MANY TIMES, 

HELPS US DO THE RIGHT THINGS.”

JOHN*, LEADER OF INDIA HOUSE CHURCH MOVEMENT
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NETWORK211

FUTURE 500 SENDERS FUND

RIVER VALLEY NETWORK

RIVER VALLEY LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE

FEATURED PARTNERS FOCUSED ON THE WORK OF

EQUIPPING LEADERS
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Missions today looks different than it used to. Not only do missionaries have more resources, but 
the people they are reaching have increased access to technology. Through the connected world of 
social media and the Internet, there are now openings for missionaries to reach people groups who 
don’t have access to the gospel—and some don’t even leave the United States to do so. 

After serving individually as missionaries to different countries before they were married, Flynn and 
Renee Clanton now serve with Network211 as missionaries to Spanish-speaking countries.

Network211 is a web platform that uses modern technology to deliver the gospel to help people discover 
and grow in their journey with God. Reaching the world means producing content in the world's most 
prevalent languages. Network211 is constantly translating and building new sites to help 
better communicate the gospel to people around the world. They utilize paid Google ads 
to promote their sites to populate as a top result on a search result page in the searcher’s 
native language. As a result, people from around the globe can find answers to some of 
life’s biggest questions about anxiety, fear, depression, loneliness, religion, and more.

The Clanton’s work specifically with Spanish-speaking countries. Over the past four years, 
their ministry has focused on raising up and training believers from local churches in 
each country to reach out to the online seekers and help answer the questions people have 
about Jesus, leading them into a life-changing relationship with Jesus Christ, and getting 
them connected to a local church. They now have Spanish follow up ministry teams in ten 
countries: Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Dominican Republic, Mexico, 
Peru, Uruguay, and the United States.

Every day, people are finding hope and Jesus as the answer to the issues in their lives! 
People from 208 countries have accessed one of their Spanish websites, and people from 
147 countries have made an action step forward in their faith journey—in Spanish!

“Through Network211, we are able to connect people who are already seeking Jesus 
online. It’s a sustainable ministry platform that continues to thrive with local follow up 
even though we are not physically in these countries,” says Renee.

The Internet and technology expand the reach of the gospel and provide missionaries 
with a new vehicle to go where others haven’t gone before and to reach the unreached 
people groups of the world, without leaving home. The promise from Revelation 7:9 and 
Matthew 24:14 now seems more tangible and achievable than ever before.

“AFTER THIS I LOOKED, 
AND BEHOLD, A GREAT 
MULTITUDE THAT NO ONE 
COULD NUMBER, FROM 
EVERY NATION, FROM ALL 
TRIBES AND PEOPLES AND 
LANGUAGES, STANDING 
BEFORE THE THRONE 
AND BEFORE THE LAMB, 
CLOTHED IN WHITE ROBES, 
WITH PALM BRANCHES 
IN THEIR HANDS.”

REVELATION 7:9
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It started with an overseas trip during college. Michael* and Michele*, 
who were dating at the time, both felt the Holy Spirit tug their hearts 
toward those who didn’t know Jesus—especially those who had lived 
their whole lives without once hearing the good news of the gospel.

They married and planned to go right into missions, but they found 
themselves facing shut door after shut door. It didn’t make sense, but they 
understood God was asking them to wait and trust Him for the right 
timing.

Five kids and 25 years later, Michael faithfully provided for his family as a 
mail carrier. He walked more than 10 miles every day through rain, snow, 
sleet, and sunshine. It was a good job. Yet his heart yearned for the day he 
could serve Jesus full-time in ministry. Still, Michael obediently waited, 
praying every day as he delivered the mail, sharing his faith with his co-
workers and customers.

Michele stayed at home and dedicated herself to homeschooling their five 
children, often working as a substitute math teacher or part-time barista to 
make ends meet.

“As we raised our kids,” they said, “we became pray-ers and senders of 
other missionaries. We thought maybe our kids would be the ones to go.”

Then they discovered River Valley Church in 2003. “River Valley lifted our 
eyes to what God was doing in the world,” they said.

Their passion for missions reignited. Encouraged and re-energized, they 
started serving at the Apple Valley campus. They attended Alpha, where 
they became table leaders and built strong friendships. They said yes to 
leading a Lifegroup, even though they didn’t feel qualified. They joined 
the prayer team, gave to Kingdom Builders, and traveled on Global Teams, 
making sure each of their kids went with them on a trip, too.

"We just kept saying yes to Jesus," said Michele. Each step felt intimidating 
and stretching.

“Do it tired,” Michael heard the Lord whisper. “Do it scared. I’ll be there 
with you.”

One Sunday, Michele heard River Valley 
was planning a Global Team to a Muslim 
country for the first time. Tears immediately 
filled her eyes. The reaction surprised her. 
The emotions were completely unexpected.

She told Michael about it, and they decided 
to go on the trip and see what God had in 
store.

While there, they fell in love with the 
people. A deep burden began to take root 
in their hearts again for those who had 
never heard the gospel, where there are 
no churches and believers, and very few to 
share the good news about Jesus.

They sought the Lord together, asking Him 
what to do.

It was then, more than 25 years after 
they felt God first tug their hearts toward 
missions, they heard Him urge them to 
prepare to go. Now it was their turn.

Three years later, they had developed 
their support team, said goodbye to their 
children and loved ones, left their normal 
life behind, and set foot on foreign soil as 
34 and 35 of the Future 500 missionaries 
sent out from River Valley Church.

Michael and Michele see God’s great 
faithfulness in their journey. They look back and see how God uniquely 
prepared them for 30 years for the work He has called them to.

“We’re just regular people who have followed God’s call,” they said. 
“Leaving everything for the sake of the gospel is not an easy calling.  
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It’s not an easy yes. It’s a different type of sacrifice, to go. But it’s worth it 
when the good news is given to those who have never heard it before.”

Each one of our stories is different. Whether you’re called to pray, send, or 
go, Michael encourages, “Seek the Lord daily. Listen for His voice. As He 
speaks to you, do what He says.”

Michael and Michele currently serve in North Africa, where they are seeing 
an incredible movement of the Holy Spirit among Muslims who are becoming 
followers of Jesus.

*Names changed for security purposes.

“FOR I AM NOT ASHAMED OF THE 
GOSPEL, BECAUSE IT IS THE POWER 
OF GOD THAT BRINGS SALVATION 
TO EVERYONE WHO BELIEVES...”

ROMANS 1:16

 Watch the story on River Valley Church YouTube.



43EQUIPPING LEADERS

“Be sure your sins will find you out!” Maybe you heard those words as a 
teenager, your mother giving you a warning taken from a passage in the Bible 
to make good decisions while out of the house. However, when you look at the 
context of this verse, we see a different meaning entirely.

In the book of Numbers, we find the 12 tribes of God’s chosen people, the 
Israelites, on their way to find their promised inheritance in the promised land. 
At this point, there are two tribes of Israel who feel they have received their 
promise and are going to settle on one side of the Jordan River. The context 
of the verse begins when these two tribes, who have in every sense already 
received their blessing, are charged with the duty to help the other 10 tribes 
receive their own blessing. God gives the two tribes the permission to settle into 
their inheritance only if they assist the other 10 with finding theirs, backing the 
charge with the warning if they do not, “their sins will surely find them out!”

This story in the Bible is one of the key drivers for the “why” of the River Valley 
Network. The success that River Valley has been blessed with can only be 
attributed to the favor and blessing of God. In many ways River Valley Church 
has received its “blessing,” but we don’t want it to stop with us.

The River Valley Network exists to help churches, pastors, and leaders find 
tangible solutions, implement best practices, and raise the level of leadership 
for them and their teams.

RIVER VALLEY
NETWORK
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Around 500 churches are part of Network right now. That number, by God’s 
grace, will only continue to grow. Our vision is to see over 2,500 churches 
connected together through the River Valley Network for the sole purpose 
of introducing people to Jesus in a way that is life-giving, authentic, and 
inspirational.

While the Network is funded through the generosity of Kingdom Builders, 
churches throughout the country and even other places on the globe are 
benefiting not only from River Valley, but through the community and 
relationships made with other like-minded churches found through the 
Network. We say it all the time at River Valley, and the same rings true outside 
of it—life is truly better connected! Even more, the Network has in turn been 
beneficial for our Church at a local context—allowing us to see things that 
churches and leaders are doing throughout the world and implement at River 
Valley.

God has immensely blessed our church in the area of giving, and we want to see 
more churches around the world catch the same spirit of generosity. As God 
helps the River Valley Network grow, one of its key goals is to raise up 1,000 
churches to start a Kingdom Builders movement in their community with the 
dream of each one of those churches respectively raising one million dollars 
over and above their normal giving. That is 1,000 churches collectively giving 
one billion dollars annually to reach the globe, expand the local church, and 
equip future leaders! One billion dollars in Kingdom advancement, annually. 
Now that is an audacious goal, but we fully believe with the right structure, 
training, and a whole lot of God’s grace, we could see it done!

At the end of the day, the whole point of what we are doing is to help churches 
and leaders introduce more people to the love, grace, and salvation found 
in Jesus Christ. We will continue to leverage our success and any level of 
influence we have to expand the kingdom of God beyond River Valley. Let’s 
continue to be a church known for what they did to build the kingdom of God 
all across the world.

“AT THE END OF THE DAY, THE 
WHOLE POINT OF WHAT WE ARE 

DOING IS TO HELP CHURCHES 
AND LEADERS INTRODUCE 

MORE PEOPLE TO THE LOVE, 
GRACE, AND SALVATION 

FOUND IN JESUS CHRIST.”

CALEB BROSE
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Since 2012, the River Valley Leadership Institute, or commonly known 
as RVLI, has been a pillar of growth and community for many young 
people stepping into ministry. Each school year, RVLI trains more than 
50 interns, teaching on subjects about ministry, being involved in the 
community, and what it means to be a servant-leader in the church.

“RVLI is about providing your personal next steps, it’s not the end 
goal,” said Ashley Gamer, the RVLI Coordinator. “We help by being a  
launching pad.”

For Ben Hoar, a recent RVLI intern graduate, being a part of RVLI has 
helped realign his focus. “For over a year I would pray, ‘God would you 
please open a door in ministry.’” Ben said. “I changed the prayer to, ‘God, 
don’t open the door unless you believe I’m ready’ and it allows me to focus 
more on people.” Ben has recently become the new River Valley Church 
Minneapolis Campus Pastor. He had been working closely with Kirk 
Graham, the previous Minneapolis Campus Pastor—and now the new 
Apple Valley Campus Pastor, during his internship. “I strongly felt called 
to be part of the Minneapolis launch team [in 2015]. I called Kirk out of 
the blue and shared that I wanted to be part of the launch team,” Ben said. 
“God put RVLI on my heart after joining the Minneapolis campus launch 
team.”

Through RVLI, students apply what they learn into the campuses they 
are assigned to serve. For Sophia Hoikka, a current RVLI intern, living at 
the RVLI townhouse, it has helped shape her faith more than before. “It’s 
cool to live with others in the same season of life as me,” Sophia says. “I 
wasn’t planning on living there. But I needed to find independence in a new 
environment that I could grow in. When Anna Dickie (the RVLI Assistant 
Director) told me about the house, I knew I needed to live there and got the 
last spot.”

Anna Dickie has always been passionate about the internship experience. “I 
love helping people discover and develop their God-given gifts for the local 
church, and that is why I wanted to be part of RVLI Leadership,” Anna said. 

RIVER VALLEY
LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
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Since Anna joined the RVLI team three and a half years ago, Kingdom 
Builders has always been there. “We have grown so much over the last 
couple years and have been able to do incredible things that would not have 
been possible if it were not for Kingdom Builders.”

This year, RVLI has been able to add intern housing. “The housing has 
added an amazing community for students moving to the Minneapolis 
area who don’t have many connections yet,” Anna says. “It has given them 
a place to call home and friends have become family.”

Through the generosity of Kingdom Builders, the townhouses for the men 
and women have become a place of growth and ministry. RVLI has been 
able to start and end their internships every year with a retreat at the houses.

“These are spaces to set expectations and the tone for the year, offering 
life-giving community,” Anna said. “I am so grateful for all that Kingdom 
Builders does to raise up and develop the next generation of leaders.”

For Ben Hoar and Sophia Hoikka, Kingdom Builders has shaped how they 
view generosity. “Kingdom Builders is part of River Valley’s DNA and has 

“WE HAVE GROWN SO 
MUCH OVER THE LAST 

COUPLE YEARS AND 
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO DO 

INCREDIBLE THINGS 
THAT WOULD NOT 

HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE 
IF IT WERE NOT FOR 

KINGDOM BUILDERS.”

ANNA DICKIE

changed my worldview,” Ben said. “It reminds me of the verse in Proverbs 
11:24, ‘The world of the generous gets larger and larger.’” 

“It’s been cool to see how other people want to bless us, and we’re just 
interns,” Sophia shared. “It’s interesting for me to hear how others wanted 
to help out [with the townhouse] and how the house was prayed over 
before I moved in. I feel so grateful for how people have blessed me without 
meeting me personally.”

Kingdom Builders believes wholeheartedly in equipping and building up 
the next generation. As River Valley Leadership Institute continues to grow, 
Kingdom Builders is boldly praying for and financially supporting the 
program in the development and encouragement of the next generation. 
These RVLI interns are our future pastors and leaders!

To learn more about RVLI, check out http://www.rvli.org/. 

 Watch the story on River Valley Church YouTube.
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The Longawa family is passionate about living a life that is honoring and 
pleasing to the Lord. A heart postured in worship in every regard, and living a 
life of open hands with everything they have. Matt and Heather Longawa have 
been married for 21 years and have always had a deep passion for generosity. 
For them, it’s much more than giving and sacrificing finances–it’s always been 
about a heart postured in worship.

TEAM LONGAWA
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Two years ago, Matt and Heather Longawa were 
prompted by the Lord to give above and beyond the 
tithe. They’d seen the faithfulness of the Lord with 
their current giving above the tithe, and it made them 
want to give more. As they prayed and fasted, they 
asked the Lord for a specific percentage. Matt and 
Heather decided to give 40% of their income to the 
church in 2017. It’s the most they’ve ever given, but 
they felt an assurance in their spirit that this was the 
right decision for their family. 

Matt explained, “It was only by the work of the Lord 
that this percentage happened. It was all a grooming 
to have greater proximity to the Lord.” They knew 
that stepping into this kind of sacrifice would mean 
saying no to other desires they had for tangible things. 
But they believed that God would take their earthly desires, and replace them 
with heavenly, Kingdom desires. 

Over the course of the year, He redirected their hearts and provided for them 
above and beyond what they ever could have imagined. One of the most 
beautiful things they experienced during the year was living in the awe and 
wonder of how the Lord works. 

“When we’re prayerfully seeking Him, there is nothing more satisfying to 
Him, and that was so satisfying to us. Our prayers had to be intentional and 
honest—especially when we were asking the Lord to realign our hearts if they 
ever had gotten out of alignment. The Lord knew our desires, and He did not 
fail to provide and exceed our expectations. It didn’t make sense, and that’s 
the beauty—remaining in awe of how the Lord works.”

– Matt Longawa

Matt and Heather’s faith inspired many as they shared their story last year for 
Kingdom Builders. However, they still faced challenges. Doubts and nerves 
crept in as they wondered if this was something they could truly achieve. But 
the amazing thing about the Lord is His promises do not return void, and He 
will always be faithful. This is the hope we can cling to.

Matt and Heather want to encourage anyone who may 
be facing doubt or fear when it comes to giving, that 
God can do a miracle with what you sacrifice for Him. 
Because God is the same today, yesterday and forever, 
there is no reason He cannot do the same miracle 
that He did with the feeding of the 5,000 with your 
finances (Matthew 14:13-21). God will use you and 
your worship beyond what you can see. 

“It’s important that when doubt creeps in, to recall the 
goodness of the Lord in your life. Go back to the wins 
you’ve had and remind yourself of the testimonies and 
proclamations,” Heather exclaimed. God never fails to 
keep His word, and His promises never return void. 
The enemy will do all that he can to try and bombard 
you in every aspect of your life, so it’s important to 

recognize where your heart and mind are lingering. “Dwell within the Spirit—
this is key. If you’re not, you’re lingering in the opposite—the spirit of fear. 
Either we believe the power and promises of the Word, or we believe the 
opposite. This requires a strong prayer life and accountability with people.”

The Longawa’s reached their goal of giving 40% of their income in 2017, and 
they believe there is no other explanation for it than the radical goodness of 
the Lord. For Team Longawa, this is the kind of life they want to cultivate and 
teach their children.

“Sometimes God just want us to say yes, and He’s waiting on us to step into 
that kind of faith. Whether we give our time, money, or conversation, it all 
reflects our worship to the Lord. It goes far beyond the realm of music and 
singing. It’s about the things we can lay down at the altar and give back to the 
Lord. That’s the premise of worship. After all, we serve an audience of one. Not 
of many. And that is our heart—we want our audience of one to delight in us.” 

– Matt and Heather Longawa

“AFTER ALL, WE 
SERVE AN AUDIENCE 

OF ONE. NOT OF 
MANY. AND THAT 
IS OUR HEART—
WE WANT OUR 

AUDIENCE OF ONE 
TO DELIGHT IN US.”

MATT AND HEATHER LONGAWA

 Watch the story on River Valley Church YouTube.
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5 $100,000+

30 $50,000+

50 $20,000+

100 $10,000+

150 $5,000+

250 $2,500+

500 $1,000+

1,000+ Other generous gift amounts
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2019 GOAL

$6 MILLION

PLAN. VISION. DREAM. EVERY GIFT MATTERS
How do you make a commitment for Kingdom Builders? Raising over six 
million dollars in 2019 requires a generous sacrifice from all of us. Some 
giving sacrificially and others giving from great abundance. If this is your 
first time giving, or if you’re looking to get to a new level in giving, here are 
some ways to step out in generosity.

First, make a plan to give. When you have plans and are diligent, it leads 
to plenty (Proverbs 21:15). God is excited when you have a plan! Whatever 
the amount is—have the plan in place, work the plan and be obedient with 
it. Start there.

Next, ask God to give you a vision for what He could do through you 
with His help. This is beyond what you can do in your natural income. 
This requires you to take a step a faith. Additionally, Habakkuk 2:2 tells us 
to write that vision down and pray about it! God will supply all your needs 
according to His riches in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19). Stepping out in 
faith pleases God. When you look at what He has in His hands, it goes to 
another level!

Lastly, what would be a dream amount you could give? Hold on to it. This 
number is only between you and God. Watch as each step of faith you take, 
God moves you closer to that dream. God can do exceedingly abundantly 
more than all we can ask for or imagine (Ephesians 3:20).

While there will be thousands of people giving as Kingdom Builders in 
2019, always remember—every gift matters to God. It’s not the size of the 
gift, but the obedience to God’s voice that matters most. 

Plan to give, ask God for a vision in your generosity, and hold on to the 
dream of what God will do as you step out in faith!

PLAN. VISION. DREAM.
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HOW DO I GET INVOLVED?

Learn more about  
the projects we’re giving to  

by visiting us online at  
rivervalley.org/KingdomBuilders

To give to 
Kingdom Builders anytime, 

text “KB” to 28950

Follow Kingdom Builders 
on social media  

@rivervalleymn for 
weekly updates.
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WE ARE BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING


