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Series Overview:
     Salvation moment and our testimony, comes off of Revelation 12:11 (Fresh start = blood of the lamb, Fresh story = word of the story)

WEEK 1: Fresh Start
     Communicating salvation, getting students on same page about grace. 

Key Scriptures
But that is why God had mercy on me, so that Jesus could use me as a prime example of his great patience with even the worst sinners.  And now he shows me off - evidence of his endless GRACE - to those who are right on the edge of trusting him forever. ~1 TIM. 1:12-16

Grace says I can’t, but You can, so I’m jumping on Your team and I’m letting You cover me. And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace. ~Romans 11.6 

My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. ~2 Cor. 12.9-10

Even though the righteous fall seven times, they rise again. ~ Proverbs 24:14 

Main Points
1) Sin. Repent. Repeat  
- Too many Christians get bogged down in the horrible cycle of SIN/REPENT/REPEAT, SIN/REPENT/REPEAT, SIN/REPENT/REPEAT. Your fresh start is about you, every step that comes after is about the world around you. 

1 Timothy 1:12-26 
2) God doesn’t limit His grace, our pride does. 
- Grace is an umbrella.  
- Grace says I can’t, but You can, so I’m jumping on Your team and I’m letting You cover me. And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace. ~Romans 11.6 

3) God's grace helps you to get back up when everything and everyone else tells you it's okay to stay down. 
- My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. ~2 Cor. 12.9-10 
- Even though the righteous fall seven times, they rise again. ~ Proverbs 24:14 
- The difference between you being unrighteous and righteous is the decision to tke God up on His grace and get up one more time.



WEEK 2: Fresh Story
     Communicating the power of our testimony.

Key Scriptures
They overcame Satan by the blood of the Lamb and by the words of their story.
Revelation 12.11

You are the light of the world…People don’t light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
~Matthew 5.14-16 (NIV)


Main Points
1) The greatest gifts from God are salvation, the grace to live it out (fresh start), and your story.  
- They overcame Satan by the blood of the Lamb and by the words of their story. 
Revelation 12.11
- Your testimony isn’t about how you included Jesus into your story, it’s about how He wrote you into His. 

2) We are wired for story.  
- If you simply give someone information about Jesus, then they process it like information and are satisfied with understanding the meaning of what He did for us. If you tell someone the STORY of Jesus in your life, then they not only process the information, but they also EXPERIENCE the story of Jesus and it creates in them to experience Him more. 

3) Next to the sacrifice of Jesus, the most powerful thing that transforms people’s lives is our story. 
- A strong testimony tied to the cross overcomes the injustice of sin. 
- The only thing the Devil can do is convince the person with a personal God-story not to tell it, to hide the light of that story. 

4) Don’t hide your story 
- You are the light of the world…People don’t light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. ~Matthew 5.14-16 (NIV) 


