
Page 1 of 5

Ridgedale Baptist Church
7 LAST WORDS OF JESUS •  I THIRST, IT IS FINISHED •  JOHN 19:28-30; LUKE 23:44-47 •

3/26/2023

MAIN POINT
Among Jesus’ last few breaths are words of victory for us.

INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What are some famous last words that have impacted you?

What about those words challenged or encouraged you?

Frank Sinatra’s last words were, “I’m losing it.” Italian Renaissance painter Raphael’s last word
was, “Happy.” Sir Winston Churchill’s final words were, “I’m bored with it all,” while Emily
Dickinson is known to have said, “I must go in, for the fog is rising.”

Last words are significant—they provide perspective on the person’s life and reveal what was
truly important to them. With their last few breaths, those whose time on earth has come to an
end may share what their lifetime has taught them. Some words are inspiring. Some are tragic.
All are valuable.

All of Jesus’ words have great import for us, but perhaps none are more impactful than the ones
we recall Him uttering from the cross. The importance of this final moment in Jesus’ ministry, the
focus upon His great task, the gravity of the situation and its relevance for us, have a way of
drawing our attention. Among Jesus’ final words, perhaps the ones that inspire us the most, are
His words of victory. In John 19:28-30, we see the final breaths of Jesus’s incredible life and hear
the final words of His amazing ministry.

UNDERSTANDING
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Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 19:28-30.

What did Jesus know during His last moments on the cross? How did His knowledge
compare and contrast with the perception many likely had?

What Scripture is John referring to being fulfilled in verse 28? Why was fulfilling
Scripture so important to Jesus?

Three simple words: “It is finished.” What exactly was Jesus referring to as
“finished”?

“It is finished” refers not only to the suffering and earthly life of Jesus, but also to the task of
bringing salvation to the human race. The words “it is finished” are translated from the Greek
“tetelestai,” which appears in the perfect tense. The perfect tense implies the action is made
complete, or completely done—even the grammar of the text signifies the full completion of
Jesus’ work.

What does it mean that Jesus “gave up his spirit”?

Jesus is portrayed in this passage as being in control of the time of His death, just as He had
been pictured as sovereign throughout His ministry. John painted a beautiful picture at Jesus’s
death, illustrating that even what appears to be tragic is not out of God’s control, and is indeed a
part of His divine plan. For John, the point of the story is not that Jesus was killed, but that He
fulfilled His life’s purpose. Jesus won the greatest victory for all mankind.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 23:44-47.

In addition to John’s account of Jesus’ final moments on the cross, Luke shares some additional
details of that momentous occasion.

What are some additional details of Jesus’ final moments that we glean from this
passage in Luke?

What’s the significance of the unnatural events that occurred, including the curtain of
the sanctuary being split down the middle?

The curtain that was torn in two refers to the curtain at the entrance of the holy of holies, i.e., the
place where once a year on the day of atonement the high priest would enter and offer sacrifice
for the sins of the people. This miraculous occurrence bears significance in three ways: (1) the
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act of judgment on Israel for their unbelief in who Jesus was; (2) the opening of salvation to all
through the death of God’s Son (cf. Heb 9:6–28; 10:19–22; Matt 27:51–53); (3) the ending of the
ceremonial and ritual laws of the Old Covenant. Upon Jesus’ death, the blockade between God
and His people was removed. Now, because of Jesus, all can enter into God’s presence. We gain
access to the Father through the Son (cf. Eph. 2:18; Heb. 10:19).

What do we learn about the relationship between Jesus and His Father in these final
moments?

Even at death’s door, Jesus submitted to the will of His Father. Jesus, knowing that He had
completed His departure from this world, committed His spirit, i.e., His life, into the Father’s
hands. In so doing, Jesus is a model for His followers (cf. Acts 7:59). The sovereign plan of God
involved Jesus’ submission to the Father.

Why do you think the Roman centurion was moved to this statement of faith?

What do these verses teach us about victory even over death?

Even in His crucifixion, it is clear that Jesus was in control of all that was taking place, and all
that was taking place was in accordance with and the fulfillment of the Father’s plans. Jesus
resolutely set out to give His life as a ransom for many. And after finishing His mission, Jesus
committed Himself into His Father’s hands and breathed His last breath. No one took Jesus’ life
from Him—He gave it freely, just as He said He would. And in doing so, He gave us victory over
Satan, sin, and death.

APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

From what has Jesus’ death on the cross saved you and given you victory?

Given Jesus’ finished work, how do Christians often live as if Jesus’ work is not
finished?

How can you use the testimony of Jesus’ crucifixion in telling others about Christ?

PRAYER
Praise the Lord for His plan for victory and the sacrifice He made to make it. Thank Him for the
redemption He has offered us through Christ, and the victory that He has given us in so many
ways as a result. Ask Him for strength and clarity to make this victory known to others this week.
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COMMENTARY
JOHN 19:28-30

Verse 28 begins with a phrase denoting the passage of an indefinite amount of time. Commonly
the Greek phrase is rendered after this, but it is better understood as meaning “sometime later.”
By this phrase John was not implying that the event of verse 28 followed immediately that of
verse 27. Rather, the point is that some time had passed after Jesus’ third saying (of seven) from
the cross in verse 26, which occurred just after Jesus was crucified. Jesus’ fifth saying from the
cross appears in verse 28. He had become aware that His end was near. This was one of those
peculiar times when bad news was good news. Jesus sensed the approach of death, but He
realized He had accomplished His sacrificial, redemptive work, which is good news for all people.

John’s words all was now finished refer to Jesus’ sacrificial suffering and death. Jesus had
perfectly completed the work the Father had sent Him into the world to do. The Hebrew sacrificial
system showed people their guilt for sins and the penalty for their sins—death—and pointed
them to trust God’s mercy. In Jesus, God gave sinners a perfect sacrifice for their sins—one that
could remove all their guilt and penalty for sins and do so forever. Something different happened
with Jesus in contrast to the Old Testament sacrifices. He presented the perfect sacrifice for all
time. Perfect means pure, unmixed, having no fault, complete in every detail, and corresponding
exactly with the original idea or plan. That is what Jesus’ atoning work on the cross was: a
perfect sacrifice that never needs doing again. On the cross Jesus suffered God’s wrath against
sins in order to deliver sinners from their sins and to merit for them eternal salvation. This work
had now been brought to completion.

Jesus then turned to His own need. As death drew nearer, Jesus expressed His thirst, showing
His true humanity. He said, I thirst. It’s paradoxical that Jesus, the Water of Life, should confess
His thirst. Jesus said these words not only because of His thirst but also that the Scripture might
be fulfilled. The Old Testament passages referred to are Psalm 22:15 and Psalm 69:21. Jesus
showed His great love in that He was willing to endure burning thirst so He might be for sinners
the fountain of everlasting, living water. Thirst was one of Jesus’ greatest agonies on the cross.
Before the Roman soldiers nailed Jesus to the cross, they offered Him drugged wine to dull the
pain of the crucifixion (Matt. 27:34; Mark 15:23), but He refused. Jesus chose to endure the
awful agony fully aware with all His faculties. But now near death Jesus asked for something to
drink. Jesus’ request resulted in the centurion and one of the soldiers giving Jesus sour wine so
that He might have some relief from His parched lips and throat. Apparently it was the custom to
offer sour wine to victims of crucifixion because John said a jar full of sour wine was sitting
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there. Sour wine but not cool water—even in His raving, physical need Jesus was mocked (see
Luke 23:36). Only John mentioned that the soldiers stuck the sponge full of sour wine to a
branch of hyssop and held it up to His mouth.

LUKE 23:44-47

23:44-45 The three hours of darkness at midday (from noon... until three) was a sign of divine
judgment against sin (which Jesus became on the cross) and the sinners who unjustly executed
the Son of God. Matthew 27:51 explains that the splitting of the curtain of the sanctuary
(between the holy place and the holy of holies in the temple) was caused by a great earthquake.
The torn curtain symbolized open access to God, made possible by the death of Christ.

23:46 While expressing faith in God by reciting Ps 31:5, Jesus breathed His last. Jesus was
placed on the cross at about 9:00 a.m. (Mk 15:25) and died after only six hours—an unusually
short time. Crucifixion victims sometimes lingered for two or three days before death occurred.

23:47 Compared to the parallel accounts, Luke muted the centurion’s confession. Here the
centurion merely observed that Jesus was truly righteous (not a criminal in any respect),
whereas in Mt 27:54 and Mk 15:39 he is reported as acknowledging that Jesus is the Son of
God.


